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No. 222 SOUTH 4TH STREET, 
March 21, 1864. 
Gkntlkmkn : 

Obfcrving in the printed catalogue of books for falc by you, and which 
you took the trouble to fend to me, the re-print of what you defcribe as "The Reed 
AND Cadwalader Pamphlets," I refpeftfully renew my requeft for the names of the pcr- 
fons by whom this was gotten up. My main objeft in the inquiry is to afcertain the 
fource from which certain documents, printed in the appendix, are derived, and to know 
why, if the motives for re-publication were fair, certain other well-known matters of 
hiftorical evidence were supprefTed, until I know the names of thofc perfons fuch inqui- 
ries cannot be made. 

Incidentally too, I defire to know to whofe agency I and my family are indebted for this 
new attempt to defame the dead and embroil the living. As it now ftands I know no 
refponfible perfons but you ; and our paft relations — at Icaft with the fenior member of 
your firm, forbid me regarding you otherwife than as the inconfiderate agents or inftru- 
ments of my perfonal enemies who have no fcruple, while they keep thcmfclves unknown 
to throw the whole refponfibility on you* 

I earneftly and refpeftfuUy requeft you to endeavor to obtain the confent of thefc per- 
fons that you fhould give up their names. If there be the smalleft refiduum of gentleman- 
ly feeling among them, they will hefitate no longer. 

A copy of this reprint has been depofited at the Philadelphia Library, and in its cata- 
logue is defcribcd as the gift of the Publisher I On my inquiring of Mr. Smith, the 
Librarian, who this was, the reply was, that the donor preferred that his name fhould not 
be known. I mention this to fhow the perfiftent efforts of thcfe purveyors of flander to 
circulate their libels and fecrete themfelves. 

It is but right for me to inform you that I contemplate a publication on the fubjeft of 
the revival of those ancient fcandals, and that I fhall feel at liberty to ufe this corref- 
pondence, or, what I fhould much prefer, exhibit to the public the names of the real agents 
in this fcheme of anonymous mifchief. Should this laft effort to develope this fecret 
agency, by a fi-iendly appeal to you, fail, I fhall have no alternative but to refort to fuch 
deteftive procefTes as are ordinarily applicable to fecret criminality. 

In order thai there may be no miftake as to the receipt of this letter, I have requefte(# 

a friend to hand it to you, and fhall be glad to have an early reply. 

I am, very relpedtfuUy, 

Your obedient Servant, 

WILLIAM B. REED. 
Messrs. John PInington Sc Son. 

(Copy.) 
3 

Philadelphia, March 23, 1864. 
Sir: 

Yours 2ist received, contents noted. In regard to the names of the gentlemen 

who reprinted the Reed and Cadwalader pamphlet, of which you ftill profefs ignorance, 



we have to fay that Mr John CampheU, who alfo had copies for fale, informs us that he 
cjmmunicated the names to you **morf than three months Jince." 

Very refpeafuUy, 

JOHN PENINGTON & SON. 

William B. Reed, Es(i,., 

222 South 4th Street. 
Inclofed in this letter was a circular, of which the following is a copy : 

A 

REPRINT 

OF THE 

REED AND CADWALADER 

PAMPHLETS, 

WITH AN 

APPENDIX. 

A fac-iimilc of the original pamphlets, printed on fine thick paper. 8vo., 142 pages. 

This edition of only 199 copies has been printed by fubfcription, but for the benefit of 

thofe who coUedt documents relating to our revolutionary hiftory, a few copies have been 

placed for fale in the hands of 

JOHN PENINGTON ic SON, 

No. 127 South Seventh Street, 

Philadelphia. 
Price 3 Dollars. 

Philadelphia, March 24, 1864. 
Gentlemen : 

I have received with much regret your note of yefterday. Mr. John 
Campbell fome time ago did give me the names of three perfons, perfonally unknown 
to me, who depofited copies of the Reprint with him for fale. For reafons which you 
do not feem able to eftimate, I preferred diredting further inquiries to you — and am forry 
that I have not been able to obtain a diredt anfwer. I have no choice now but to clo(e 
this correfpondence, — as I have all other relations to you, — and to requeft you to fend me 
no more circulars and advertifements. In terminating, as I now do, all friendly rela- 
tions to the fenior member of your firm, I cannot refrain from the expreflion of fincere 
regret that he (hould have allowed himfelf to be the inftrument of infiidling pain by this 
fcandalous republication on thofe, for there are others befide me, who never conscioufly 

injured him. 

Your obedient Servant, 

WILLIAM B. REED. 

Messrs. John Penington & Son. 
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"TO A NOTORIOUS POLITICIAN. 



' Rtad^ marky ham and inivardiy digeji.*^ 



** A traitor grandfire once you had, 
But that 's not half the evil j 
A knavifli father, juft as bad — 
Now both gone to the devil." 

" Defcended from fo foul a pair, 
You all their faults inherit ; 
All your great father's vices (hare. 
And all your fire's demerit." 



Sunday Difpatch. 
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PREFACE. 



« • • » » 



THE following Pamphlets have been thought 
worthy of prefervation in a more com- 
plete form than any in which they have 
ever hitherto apppeared. One of them, known as 
the Cadwalader Pamphlet, has been twice re- 
printed; firft at Trenton, N. J., in 1848, in an 
inferior ftyle, and not without errors ; and again at 
Philadelphia, in 1856; the latter edition having 
annexed a feries of forgeries, called the Valley Forge 
Letters^ which threw difcredit upon the whole. 
General Reed's pamphlet, to which Cadwalader's 
was a reply, has never been reprinted, and is ex- 
ceedingly fcarce. The objed: of the prefent edition, 
which is limited, is to preferve for the hiftorical 
ftudent as zcqmvzXc fac JimileSy as careful typography 
renders poffible, of two interefting memorials of 
the paft, the originals of which time and other 
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caufes arc rendering fcarcer every year. The few 
extracts in the Appendix, having relation to the 
general fubjedt matter of the Pamphlets, are 
thought proper to be added. Both fides of the 
controvcriy are, however, given, and the reader is 
left to his own conclufions. 

June, 1863. 
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To the Public. 

I Apprehend little apology will be ncccflary for 
the delay of the following remarks, to thofe who 
confider that the principal tranfadtions to which 
they relate happened near fix years ago ; and in the 
fucceeding fpace both papers and perfons have been 
fo difperfed throughout this continent, as neceflarily 
to require much time to refer to them. Some of the 
former I find are now unattainable ; and many of the 
latter have gone to that country, where the voice of 
envy, fadtion, and flander is never heard. I confefs 
I feel more difficulty in another point, I mean pro- 
ducing letters and certificates, which in any other 
fituation would be extremely indelicate ; but as moft 
of them contain cotemporary fentiments of my con- 
dud:, at a period when party and prejudice did not 
exift (at leaft as to me) I flatter myfelf the candid 
part of mankind will view them rather as teftimo- 
nials or proofs of an injured character, than as felf- 
produced panegyrics. I have no defire to fuggeft 
recolledtion, when it is faffiionable to forget, and 
had I been permitted to glide down the current of 
private life, uncalumniated, I certainly (hould never 
have obtruded them on the public My profef- 
fional engagements, fome of which relate to the 
ftate, muft alfo be neceflarily fuppofed to engrofs a 
portion of my time. I have no doubt had I delay- 
ed thefe remarks till I could have heard from gene- 
ral Greenp, with whom, from our firft acquaintance 

at 
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at Cambridge in 1775* I have had the honour to 
enjoy a mo(l intimate friendfliip, I could have ad- 
ded a very refpedtable weight to them : but that, 
and a letter I wrote to general Wafliington in De- 
cember 1776, of a very interefting nature on the 
ftate of our public affairs, which is at a diftance 
from him, I am obliged to omit, though I am per- 
fuaded they would be highly favourable to me ; and 
the letter, I have great reafon to believe, was influ- 
ential on the determination which was followed by 
the furprife of the Heflians at Trenton ; an event, 
which though brilliant and highly honourable to all 
concerned, would not, I conceive, have been at- 
tended with decifive efFedts to America, had it not 
been followed by the return of the army to New 
Jerfey, and the fubfequent fucceffes at Princeton and 
in Eafl Jerfey. I have now but one requeft to make 
to thofe of my fellow citizens and countrymen of 
this ftate, that they will for a moment lay afide their 
prejudices, if any are imbibed, and read and Judge 
with candour. 

JOSEPH REED. 
Nov. I, 1782. 

[\S^J^ The Printer thinks it his duty to apologize 
to the Public and the Author ^ for the delay which 
has happened by his means. He received the Manu- 
fcript entire a conjiderable time ago^ but after he had 
printed above one half of it^ the remainder was^ 
among other paper Sy accidentally dejiroyed. There 
being no copy^ and the author at Trenton^ it became 
nectary to wait till he could replace it with a new 
compoJition.\ 



[So much time has elapfed fince the following 
Publication, that it has been thought proper to 
reprint it here, to render the following Remarks 
more intelligible.] 



^0 the Printer ^M^ Independent Gazetteer, 



SIR, 

TT is much to the honour of America, that, in the prefent revolution, 
-■• there have not been many instances of defeftion among officers of 
rank in the continental army. In Oliver Cromwell's time, we frequently 
fee a general fighting one day for the king, another for the parliament ; 
fo unliable and wavering were the opinion of thefe republicans. 

The corruption of the times is now become a univerfal complaint, and 
one would be almost tempted to believe, that the former days were better 
than thefe ; that our fore-fathers were poflefled of greater moral reftitude 
than the prefent generation, did not hiftory and experience convince us 
of the contrary. There is, however, one great evil peculiar to this age, 
that of affuming the credit of being endowed with virtues, to which we 
are perfeft ftrangers. Cunning, addrefs and eloquence have often mifled 
the honeft but too credulous multitude ; and they have been taught to 
confider many a man as a patriot and a hero, whofe real character was 
marked with nothing but deceit and treachery to his country. It is alfo 
amazing that fuch men fhould meet with the higheft fuccefs, and bear 
their bluftiing honours thick upon them \ whilft modeft merit and true 
patriotism, could neither gain the fufFrages of the people, nor the appro- 
bation of thofe who held the reins of government. 

The refleftions I am now making, have, in a flriking manner, been 
verified in this ftate. I fhould be extremely forry to accufe without a juft 
foundation, or to adduce a charge, were I not convinced that it is of the 
utmoft importance that the public, the people at lai^e, fhould be enabled 
to form a right opinion of fuch men, who have been honoured or may be 
honoured, with their fufFrages, and thereby exalted to places of the highefl 
truft and confidence 

ImprefTed with this idea, and with a defign to elucidate fuch charadlers, 
I fhall take the liberty to propofe to the public, the following queries ; 

I. Was 
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1. Was not general R— d, in December 1776, (then A 1 G 1 

of the continental army) fcnt by general Waihington to the commanding 
officer at Briftol, with orders relative to a general attack, intended to be 
made on the enemy's poll at Trenton, and thofe below, on the 25 th at 
night. 

2. Two or three days before the intended atuck. Did not general 
R — d fay, in converfation with the faid commanding officer, al his quar- 
ters, that our affairs looked very defperate, and that we were only making 
a facrifice of ourfelves ? 

3. Did he not alfo iay, that the time of general Howe's proclamation, 
offering pardon and prote£Uon to peHbns who (hould come in before the 
I ft of January 1 777, was nearly expired ; and that Galloway, the Aliens, 
and others, had gone over and availed themfelves of the pardon and pro- 
tedlion offered by the faid proclamation ? 

4. Did not he, general R d, at the fame time fay, that he had a 

family and ought to take care of them.; and that he did not underftand 
following the wretched remains of a broken army ? 

5. Did he not likewife fay to the faid commanding officer, that his 
brother (then a colonel or lieutenant colonel of militia) was at Burlington, 
with his family, and he had advifed him to remain there, and if the enemy 
took poffeffion of the town, to take a protedlion and fwear allegiance ? 

It is well for America that very few general officers have reafoned in 
this manner ; if they had, general Howe would have made an eafy con- 
queft of the United States. And it is very obvious, that officers of high 
rank with fuch fentiments, can have no juft pretenfions to patriotifin, or 
public virtue ; and can by no means be worthy of any poft of honour or 
place of truft, where the liberties and intereft of the people are imme- 
diately concerned. 

BRUTUS. 

Philadelphia, Sept. 3, 1782. 



To 



T O 



General John Cadwallader. 



THE following Remarks are with propriety ad- 
drefled to you, becaufe, though not the a£tual 
author, it is to you I find I am really indebted for 
the infidious attempt on my reputation, through the 
medium of Ofwald's news paper of the 7th Sep- 
tember laft. Having long treated with contempt 
the miferable flander of that paper, and its defpi- 
cable authors, I prefume it became neceffary at the 
approach of the laft election, to bring forward 
fomcthing capable of attracting the public atten- 
tion ; and, like a baneful planet, whofe appearance in 
either ftate bodes ftorms and mifchief, you offered 
yourfelf for this honourable fervice. Formed into 
habits of friendfhip in the days of innocence and 
childhood, and even to our entrance upon the 
ftage of life, till difTolved by a fudden acceflion of 
fortune on your part, without pcrfonal injury or 
provocation on mine, what principle that will not 
ever difhonour you with the wife and virtuous, 
could thus tempt you to injure one who never in- 
jured you ? who has ever done juftice, and more 
than juftice to your fer vices in the field, becaufe, 
like charity, they were neceffary to cover the num- 
berlefs faults and follies, which the intoxication of 

B pride 
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pride and wealth were ever cafting up to public 
view? Unhappy man! againft whofe peace and 
happinefs all are combined, who confult their own 
reputation and profpcrity, and whofe confcious de- 
feats eternally fuggeft, that his own candle will not 
fliine till every other is extinguiflied ; what, I afk, 
could tempt you thus wantonly to tread the path 
of obloquy, and wound the man to whom, under 
your hand, you " acknowledge your country much 
indebted" ? 

You now fay, that in 1776, I meditated a defer- 
tion to the enemy, and communicated fuch inten- 
tion to you. This I folemnly and expreflly deny. 
And* you fay, you have frequently mentioned it; 
and that general Arnold did the fame. I have no 
objection to allow you the full weight you can derive 
from this moft refpedlable connexion and teftimony. 
But I muft obferve that Arnold only infinuated it on 
his trial : that he derived it from you in the inti- 
macy which your mutual friendfliip and affedlion, 
and kind offices to the internal enemies of your 
country, created, we owe to your own information. 
I muft con fefs I always thought him intitled to the 
whole infamy of the infinuation, till you confented 
to divide it with him. That your fortune (accident- 
ally not meritorioufly acquired) affords you leifure 
for mifchief, and that you thus employ that leifure, 
both Maryland and Pennfylvania fufficicntly know ; 
but that you employ it with fuch wicked induftry, 
remained for us to learn, till you thought proper 
yourfelf to communicate this alfo ; and yet, inde- 
fatigable as you have been, I can truly declare, that 

the 
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the fubjcift of the prefent flander was not known 
to me, till its appearance in the news paper. When 
Arnold's infin nation dropt, a fmile of contempt 
manifcfted itfclf throughout the room, and his few 
well wiftiers exprefled their fears that it would in- 
jure the other parts of his defence; but that it 
originated with you was never even fuppofed. 
When at a future day your name was mentioned, it 
was grounded upon the tranfaftion which refpedted 
count Donop, the circumftances of which I knew 
you to be acquainted with, and therefore confidered 
it as an imputation on us both, unworthy the no- 
tice of either. If I did not fufficiently meafure the 
malignity of your difpofition, or thought more 
favourably of you than I ought to have done, I am 
content to acknowledge my error, and do you full 
juftice in this refpedl for ever hereafter. 

As this performance is intended for the public 
view, as well as yours, it is neceflary to ftate my 
fituation a little before and at the period wherein 
this fuppofed defection was meditated. 

At the opening of the war, I accompanied gene- 
ral Wafhington from this city to Cambridge, where 
the public fervice and his wiftics unexpedledly de- 
tained me during the campaign. Having no view 
of becoming a profeffional foldier, I returned in the 
winter to the purfuits of civil life. At the opening 
of the next campaign, general Gates being advanced 
to a feparate command, I was earneftly prefled by 
the commander in chief to accept the poft of ad- 
jutant general, with an intimation that the rank of 
a general officer might be annexed ; the latter I 

declined 
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declined^ to the former I reludtantly yielded. In 
the courfe of thefe events, and the conftant follower 
of all his fortunes, I was happy enough to gain a 
very great (hare of his confidence and efteem. A 
feries of misfortunes during the campaign foured 
the army, and deftroyed the little difcipline we had 
eftablifhed. It was my duty to prcfcrve it. My 
feelings on this fubje^t, and the inadivity of the 
poft, confpired to determine me to refign it at the 
clofe of the campaign, which I notified in the au- 
tumn to the committee of Congrefs at camp, and 
to fundry members, that a fucceffor might be pro- 
vided. In the courfe of our retreat through the 
Jerfies, I was difpatched on public bufinefs to the 
legiflature of New Jcrfey at Burlington, where my 
family had retired. By this time the enemy had 
advanced to Brunfwick, where they propofed to 
finifh the* campaign, making that their advanced 
quarters, as we intended ours at Trenton or Prince- 
ton. 

The time was now come when I conceived I 
might refign my commiflion with propriety, and I 
accordingly enclofed it to Mr. Hancock, then pre- 
fident of Congrefs. At midnight of that very day, 
I received a meffage from general Wafhington, that, 
invited by the broken flate of our troops, the ene- 
my had changed their plan, and were rapidly ad- 
vancing towards the Delaware; upon which I 
inftantly fent off a fpecial mefTenger to recal the 
commiflion, and refolved to return to the army and 
abide its fsite. He was in time to deliver my letter 
before Congrefs had met, and returned with the 

commiflion. 



( 13 ) 

commiflion, with which I joined general Wafliing- 
ton at Trenton the next morning; leaving my 
family, confifting of an aged mother, a beloved wife 
of delicate frame, with an infant a few weeks old, 
and three fmall children, to find a retreat in the 
pines of Weft Jerfey. 

It is not necefTary to enter into a particular detail 
of the proceedings of the army for the few days 
they lay at Trenton. The difaftrous ftate of public 
affairs had by this time brought out a great body of 
the militia of Pennfylvania ; when the feeble con- 
dition of our army obliged us to crofs the Delaware. 
The militia were ordered to Briftol, and the re- 
mainder of the troops cantoned along the river, so 
as to oppofe any attempts of the enemy to crofs it. 
In every ftage of our progrefs, on every movement, 
the writer of thefe remarks was confulted either 
publicly or privately, and often both. From 
motives of fpecial confidence he was ordered to 
Briftol, where general Cadwallader commanded, 
and from that fpecial confidence communications 
were made to him in preference even to the com- 
manding officer, as the general's letter of the 23d 
of December will evince. 

Though specially fent by general Waftiington for 
the exprefs purpofe of affifting general Cadwallader, 
(who, whatever his abilities were, had lefs experi- 
ence of adtual fervice,) I was received with cool 
civility, and very few marks of private attention ; 
but at the fame time confulted without referve on 
our military affairs. However, I rendered every 
fervice in my power ; and as intelligence was of the 

utoioft 
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utmoft importance both to general Wafliington and 
ourfelves, in conjunction with colonel Cox of New 
Jerfey, every exertion in our power was made to 
procure it. This we were enabled to efFedt through 
the medium of feme perfons of Burlington, with 
whom our refidence had formed an intereft. In the 
courfc of this bufinefs it was neceffary to pafs fre- 
quently to that place : On one of thefe occafions 
the inhabitants applied to me for relief from the 
incurfions of our troops, efpecially the gallymen, 
who diftreffed them, without affording any advan- 
tage to us. As the Heflian patroles came daily to 
town, I obferved it would be difficult and hardly 
reafonable to reflrain our troops, unlefs the enemy 
would fubmit to the like reflridtion. It was then 
fuggefled, that fuch a propofition fhould be made 
to count Donop, who commanded the Britifh and 
Heifian troops ; and I wrote a few unfealed lines to 
that efFedl, which an inhabitant of Burlington un- 
dertook to deliver. The whole tranfadtion was of 
a public nature, and in the prefence of feveral gen- 
tlemen who had accompanied me from Briflol. 
The bearer of my letter found count Donop on his 
march to the Black Horfe, and brought back an 
open letter mentioning that circumftance, and that 
as foon as his fituation would admit, he would ap- 
point a place of conference on the propofition. 
Having thus far complied with the defire of the 
inhabitants of Burlington, who are chiefly of a 
peaceable quiet charadler, and from their inoffenfive 
condudl, as well as the fervices we were daily re- 
ceiving from fomc of them, intitled to this office of 

kindnefs. 



( 15 ) 
kindnefs, I returned to Briftol : But that I may 
clofe this tranfadlion, without interrupting my nar- 
rative of events, I (hall here obferve, that I was in- 
formed a flag came into Burlington a few days after, 
with an open letter from count Donop, appointing 
a place of conference, which was fent over to Briftol, 
and delivered to general Cadwallader in my abfence. 
The tide of American fortune foon after turned; 
count Donop retreated to Brunfwick, and I never 
faw or heard from him afterwards. This inftance 
of humanity has been repeatedly perverted into a 
criminal correfpondence with the enemy, by the 
friends of thofe very perfons in whofe favour it was 
exercifed, and propagated in a news paper which 
derives its principal fupport from them. 

It was about this period, that perceiving our 
militia gradually diflblving, and thofe who remained 
growing disheartened by a feries of unfortunate 
events ; New Jerfey in a great degree conquered 
and fubmitting to the enemy; the firft of January 
faft approaching, which terminated the enliilment 
of a confiderable number of troops ; and authorifed 
by that confidence and freedom with which general 
Waftiington had ever treated me, I wrote him a 
long and cogent letter, the fcope of which was to 
convince him that we could no longer with fafety 
adhere to our defenfive fyftem, for which I had 
ever been an advocate ; that the time was now come 
in which oflenfive operations muft take place ; that 
defeat would not have worfe confequences than in- 
adlivity ; and that the enemy's detached fituation, I 
apprehended, afforded a fair opportunity of ftriking 
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a dectfive blow. It is not one of the leaft of the 
virtues of this excellent character, that his ears and 
mind are ever open to information and advice^ 
when properly conveyed, even from perfons of 
much inferior rank to that I then held. In a (hort 
time after my letter was received, I was fent for to 
his quarters ; where he in the utmoft confidence 
communicated to me the outlines of the plan for 
attacking the poft at Trenton, and exprefled ftrong 
defires that in the mean time the enemy's pofts at 
Black Horfe, &c. might be kept in alarm, if an adtual 
attack could not be made, and requefted that we 
would concert fome fuch meafure from Briftol; 
when I returned thither, the freeft communications 
pafTed between general Cadwallader and myfelf on 
this fubjed ; the refult of which was, that I (hould 
go over to Mount Holly to colonel S. Griffin, who 
commanded a small corps of militia and volunteers, 
and had advanced to that place within a few miles 
of the enemy, and from whofe adlivity we expefted 
a vigorous co-operation. I accordingly went over 
under cover of the night, accompanied only by 
colonel Cox ; we found colonel Griffin very much 
indifpofed, and the condition of his troops both in 
number, and efFedtive expedlations, compared with 
thofe of the enemy, fuch as extinguiflied every hope 
from that quarter. We returned to Briftol at mid- 
night, and on the very next day the enemy diflodged 
him with great eafe ; his corps foon after diflblved, 
and he returned to Philadelphia. This was the 
plan hinted at in general Waftiington's letter of the 
23d December. 

At 
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At this jundture the plan of attack on the Hef- 
fians at Trenton was completed, and preparations 
made for carrying it into efFed:, on the morning of 
the 26th of December ; when it was fuppofed that 
the feftivity of the preceding day would make fur- 
prife more eafy and conqueft more certain. As 
foon as it was fully determined general Washington 
wrote me the letter of the 23d December, which 
will certainly convey to every unprejudiced mind, a 
clear idea of the unbounded confidence repofed in 
my fidelity, at fo critical a period, when the fate of 
America hung in moft critical and awful fufpence. 
This letter of courfe I communicated to general 
Cadwallader ; and as colonel Griffin had retired, and 
general Washington exprefl!ed fuch earneft defires 
that a diverfion fhould be made for count Donop, 
we concluded to engage general Putnam, then at 
Philadelphia, to attempt it, by croffing at Cooper's 
Ferry, with the troops then daily coming in. A 
difficulty then prefented, how we Should make the 
communication to general Putnam, without entruft- 
ing this important fecret farther than prudence and 
the general's ftrong injunctions would warrant. 
After various fuggeftions general Cadwallader, with 
fome apologies, propofed th.^t I Should go and en- 
force it with perSonal influence. I accordingly fet 
out in the evening, and reached Philadelphia at 
midnight ; upon conference with general Putnam, 
he reprefented the State of the militia, the general 
confufion which prevailed, his apprehenfion of an 
infurrecftion in the city in his abfence, and many 
other circumstances in fuch Strong terms, as con- 
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vinced me no afliilance could be derived from him. 
I lay down for a few hours, and when the morn- 
ing came, a number of gentlemen, among whom I 
particularly recoUedt colonel Moylan, Mr. James 
Meafe and Mr. R. Peters, came, and anxioufly en- 
quired into our fituation and profpedts. They can 
tell whether defpondency or animation, hope or 
apprehenfion mofl prevailed, and whether the lan- 
guage I held was not the very reverfe of defpair ; 
the former may remember, that when urged to ftay 
and partake of a focial entertainment provided for 
the day, I declared my refolution that no confidera- 
tion (hould prevent my return to the army imme- 
diately ; and that in a private converfation I prefTed 
him to do the fame, left he (hould lofe a glorious 
opportunity to ferve his country and diftinguifh 
himfelf. I was not at liberty to be perfeftly ex- 
plicit, but the hint was fufficient to a brave officer. 
Having been longer detained by general Putnam 
than I wifhed, it was evening when I reached Briftol, 
and found the troops paraded to march to Dunk's 
Ferry, in order to crofs at that place, and proceed 
to Mount Holly, where count Donop then lay. 
This was part of the general plan of attack formed 
againfl the enemy's detached pofts. Upon our 
arrival at the ferry, the advanced parties paffed over 
without difficulty : but we foon found, that, by a 
ftrange inattention of our general to the tide and 
ftate of the river, the paflage of the troops and 
artillery would be exceedingly difficult if not im- 
pradlicable ; with the change of the tide the ice was 
caft up in fuch heaps on the Jerfey fhore that a 

landing 



( 19 ) 
landing for men was fcarcely pradlicable, for horfes 
and cannon impoffible. A fingle hour, which we 
might have enjoyed with equal convenience and 
equal rifk, if proper precautions had been taken, 
made the difference of paffing to a fcene probably 
of equal glory with that of Trenton, or returning 
with mortification and difappointment to the village 
we had juft left. The vigorous exertions of major 
(now colonel) Eyres, and the officers and men under 
his command, on the river did them much honour, 
and convinced every one, that had it been poffible 
the paflage would have been eiFedted. For myfelf, 
anxious to fill up the part of this glorious plan 
affigned to us, and having often feen difficulties de- 
fcribed as infuperable, which on trial had been found 
otherwife, I pafled over with my horfe to fee and 
judge for myfelf. The difficulties I found in land- 
ing convinced me that the attempt to pafs the army 
was vain, and thefe were foon heightened by a moft 
violent ftorm of fnow, rain and hail alternately, ac- 
companied with a furious wind at northeaft, I fent 
a meflfage to general Cadwallader, that the landing 
of horfes and artillery was impoffible. Our great 
anxiety then was to repafs the troops without alarm- 
ing the enemy, who were within a few miles, which 
was not effisfted but with great hazard and infinite 
labour. Having feen the laft man re-embarked, 
and finding it impradticable to repafs the river with 
horfes, I proceeded in company with another gentle- 
man,who was in a like fituation, before day to Bur- 
lington, where we remained in a kind of concealment, 
till the weather and other circumftances permitted us 

to 
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to join the troops again at BriftoK Here we all con- 
tinued near thirty fix hours in great uncertainty^ 
but with much anxiety for the event of the attack at 
Trenton, which the found of the cannon fully in- 
formed us had taken place at the time propofed. 
During this interval the impreiiions which had been 
made by our difappointment at Dunk's, the apparent 
neceflity of keeping up the fpirits of the troops which 
were hourly declining, the daily diminution of our 
numbers, and the hopes we had formed of general 
Wafhington's fuccefs, gave birth to a plan of croffing 
over into New Jcrfey a fecond time, Ind ^attacking 
fome of the enemy's ports. Accordingly we march- 
ed on the morning of the 27th ; but experience 
having taught us to pay fome attention to the tide 
and circumftances of landing, a fuitable place was 
pointed out two miles above Briftol, and a pradti- 
cable time of tide fele<£tcd. When part of the troops 
had croffcd, and the remainder were ready to pais, 
we received an authentic account of the fuccefs at 
Trenton : to which was added the important cir- 
cumftance, that the vidtorious troops with their 
prifoners had returned immediately to Pennfylvania, 
and had refumed their former cantonments on the 
banks of the Delaware. This immediately occa- 
fioned a divifion in our councils : Many gentlemen 
were importunate to return, among whom was 
colonel Hitchcock who commanded the continental 
troops, and thofe gentlemen who poflefTed much 
more of the commanding officer's friendflhip than I 
could ever pretend to. My opinion, delivered with 
earneftnefs was to remain in New Jerfey, and pro- 
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fecute our plan, as one that in our circumftances, 
admitted of no alteration ; I urged the probability 
of general Wafliington's return, as foon as his troops 
were refreflied, and his prifoners difpofed of; that 
our militia were diffatisfied at being fo frequently 
called out to an appearance of adtion, and being as 
fuddenly withdrawn, that with the river between 
us and Philadelphia, there would be lefs defertion, 
and perhaps more confidence in time of danger, as 
retreat was lefs prafticable. Amidft this clafli of 
opinions, perceiving general Cadwallader to hefitate, 
and fearing he would incline to an immediate re- 
turn, as a middle courfe I propofed going to Bur- 
lington, from whence the troops might proceed to 
Briftol, or againft the enemy as events or intelli- 
gence might direft. A letter feafonably received 
from my brother, at Burlington, who had been very 
ufeful to us in the article of intelligence, determined 
the doubtful point in favour of that place. This 
letter imported, that there was reafon to believe that 
count Donop had broke up his pofts, and was re- 
treating. 

Almoft at the inftant of determination, intelli- 
gence came that fome of our people reconnoitering 
a wood through which were we to pafs, had defcried 
a party of the enemy evidently waiting for us, this 
had nearly reverfed our new formed defign ; dread- 
ing its operation in this way, and doubting the truth 
of the information, I requefted the troops might 
keep their ground, and I would perfonally explore 
thofc woods, which I did in company with colonel 
Cox and colonel Cowperthwait, the gentleman who 

had 



( " ) 

had been with me the preceding evening at Bur- 
lington. My fufpicions were juftified; there was 
no enemy there. Intelligence was fent to general 
Cadwallader, and the troops moved on to Burling- 
ton, the two gentlemen proceeded with me towards 
the enemy's ports, which we found had been pre- 
cipitately abandoned the evening before, in confe- 
quence of orders from count Donop. We then 
proceeded on to Bordentown, which had been 
evacuated in the fame manner ; here colonel Cow- 
perthwait returned with intelligence of the enemy's 
retreat, and that it was accompanied with every 
mark of confufion and fear. From Burlington we 
proceeded to Trenton, where we arrived about two 
o'clock in the morning, and found it unoccupied 
by troops of either party. I inftantly difpatched a 
meflcnger to general Wafhington, to inform him of 
the fituation of New Jerfey, of our having croiTed 
the river, and fubmitted to his judgment the pro- 
priety of paffing over his own troops, to purfue the 
flying enemy ; he approved my fentiments and con- 
duit in a letter I received from him the next morn- 
ing, which in this length of time, is loft or miflaid. 
About twelve o'clock the advanced light troops 
came into Trenton, with directions to receive far- 
ther orders from me; which were to purfue, har- 
rafs the enemy, and if poffible delay them till our 
main body came up ; but they had advanced too 
far for fuccefsful purfuit. After very animated ex- 
ertions, both by the continental troops and militia, 
the enemy preferved an unbroken retreat to Brunf- 
wick. 

The 



( 23 ) 

The commander in chief came into Trenton on 
the 29th December ; on the 30th the miHtia were 
ordered up from Croflwicks to join the main army, 
in confequencc of intelHgence being received of a 
movement of the enemy from New Brunfwick. 
The events of this critical interval, till we turned the 
rear of the Britifh army, by our march to Princeton 
and Morriftown, though of great importance in 
themfelves, are not material to my prefent purpofe. 
I fhall therefore only fay, that I doubt not the pen of 
fome future military hiftorian will do them juftice, 
and defcribe them, as he juftly may (under Provi- 
dence) decifive of the fate of America. The nature 
and value of the fervices rendered in thefe import- 
ant hours by the author of thefe remarks were then 
well known ; but as they have no immediate con- 
nection with the prefent defign, delicacy forbids his 
proceeding farther. One circumftance only he 
would wifh to preferve from the oblivion to which 
the fervices of thofe days arc faft haftening, and 
that for the honour of the city troop : this corps, 
though fo redundant in more peaceable times, was 
then diminifhed to about twelve or fifteen, who did 
honour to the ftatc and themfelves by their fervices 
and perfeverance ; though I have not been favoured 
with many recent marks of their regard as a corps, 
they did not then ihink themfelves difhonoured by 
the command which led to the vidory and capture 
of double their own number of Britifh dragoons in 
the vicinity of Princeton : An event the more 
honourable to them, as it ftands unrivalled; no 
militia cavalry during the war, having to my recol- 
lection. 
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ledtion, performed any exploit of that nature, or of 
equal gallantry. 

From this narrative of fadts, fupported by the 
annexed letters and certificates, the judicious reader^ 
I think, will draw the following inferences : 

Firft, That the author of thefe remarks ftood 
high in the confidence of the commander in chief at 
the mod critical and dangerous period of the war. 

Secondly, That he was intruded with the moft 
important fecrets of the campaign, a difclofure of 
which cither through weaknefs or treachery, muft 
have been attended with the moft fatal confequences 
to America. 

Thirdly, That his regard to the public welfare 
did not (hew itfelf in cold and lifelefs wifhes, but 
by an active, vigorous, open oppofition to the enemy, 
and a zealous attention to our own interefts. 

Fourthly, That at this critical and trying period 
he refumed his commifiion, which he had refigned 
through miftake, and refolved to partake of the 
danger of the day ; when, though not perhaps with 
honour, yet with much lefs reproach and flander 
than he has fince met with, be might have remain- 
ed a fpedlator of events, and governed himfelf by 
them. 

Fifthly, That no fuch fufpicions or doubts were 
manifeftcd at that time ; but on the other hand, the 
officers and militia in general were impreffed with 
fentiments of a very difi^crent nature. 

Sixthly, That general Cadwallader, at the very 
period in which he recollects an intended abandon- 
ment of the public caufe, communicated with him 

without 
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without refcrve, afked, and followed his advice, 
depended on his intelligence, and in (hort put his 
own fate, that of his troops, and even of his coun- 
try, into his hands. 

I now proceed to fubfequent tranfa<3:ions, which 
though not perhaps fo diredtly connedted with my 
fubjed: as thofe already related, will, I apprehend, 
affift in forming a clear judgment of the fadl in 
queftion. 

After the fuccefles of the winter and fpring, I had 
the honour of being appointed a general officer, 
with a view to the command of the cavalry. Par- 
ticular reafons, not -neceflary here to enumerate, 
prevented my acceptance of this command. How- 
ever, I ftill attended the army, where my fervices 
were chearfully given, and favourably received. 
From the entrance of the Britifli army into Penn- 
lylvania, till the clofe of the campaign in 1777, I 
was feldom abfent. In this period, and fome fliort 
time before the battle of Germantown, general 
Cadwallader joined the army as a volunteer : A 
fimilarity of circumftances, (he having alfo declined 
the above command) together with common dan- 
ger and mutual fervice, formed a new attachment 
between us ; we went on the fame duty together, 
and were frequently confulted by the commander 
in chief in his operations. At the battle of German- 
town, we fought by each other's fide ; at White- 
marfh we affifted general Potter in drawing up the 
militia, though we did not on that day partake of 
equal danger. The intercourfe arifing from thefe 
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mingled duties and fervices, which were continued 
until the army went into winter quarters at the Valley 
Forge, foon did away the coolnefs which had for 
fome years fubfifted, and in no fmall degree revived 
our former habits of friendfhip. He faw the con- 
fidence placed in me by the general ; his own com - 
munications plainly (hewed he did not diflrufl: me ; 
he fufFered the former, nay joined in foUiciting me 
to come to head quarters, to aiiift in council on the 
moft intcrcfting affairs, as his letter of the 30th 
November 1 777, will teftify. Either, then, nothing 
unworthy of efteem and confidence had occurred ; 
or, by that peculiar inconfiftency to which men of 
weak judgment and flrong pafiions are naturally 
fubjeft, he carefled a man whom he ought to have 
defpifed, and confided in one he ought to have dif- 
trufted. 

In the fall of the year 1777, I urged him by 
letter fo far to waive his difguft to the conftitution 
of Pennfylvania, as to ferve in fome military char- 
after under the ftate, againft the common enemy ; 
a charafter which required no teft or political en- 
gagements, and in which, with prudence and dif- 
crelion, he might probably have effedled fome of 
thofe changes for which he was fo zealous ; at leaft 
it would have tended to unite the force of the ftate 
againft the common enemy ; but thefe are qualities 
which form no part of his charadter. His letter of 
the loth December ^^^^^ contains his anfwer; 
and fo ftrcng and virulent was his antipathy to the 
conftitution, and fuch his enmities to thofe who 
adminiftered it, that I verily believe he would have 

preferred 




( 27 ) 
preferred any government to that of Pennfylvania, 
if his perfon and property would have been equally 
fecure. 

My appointment to Congrefe, and general Cad- 
wallader's return to Maryland, again feparated us 
for a time ; but it was our lot to meet again a few 
days before the battle of Monmouth ; here we were 
again united in confidence and danger. After the 
battle we left the army together, and that period 
clofed our friendly intercourfe forever. 

Upon our return to Philadelphia, general Cad- 
wallader became the open and avowed patron of 
thofe who are diftinguiflied by the appellation of 
Tories : Not fatisficd with forbearance and obli- 
vion of paft delinquency, he was ever exalting and 
careffing them. Such intemperate warmth did he 
manifeft in their favour, fanned, no doubt, by their 
adulation and importunities, that he found himfelf 
unfupported even by thofe, who on other occafions 
did not chufe to dcfert him, however they might 
difapprove his condudl. Nor was his partiality to 
British prifoners lefs extreme or ridiculous. One 
inftance cannot be forgotten : In the regulation of 
the city aflembly, at which fcveral gentlemen then 
attended from political motives, who feldom make 
amufement matter of ferious confideration,aqueftion 
was propofed. Whether American officers fliould 
be admitted as fuch, or put on the footing of com- 
mon ftrangers, who need a fpecial recommendation ? 
The latter was warmly urged by general Cadwal- 
lacier, for this ungracious reafon, that all our officers 
were not gentlemen ; bpt at the fame time reverfing 
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the reafon, he propofed that Briti(h officers, prifon- 
ers, (hould receive this mark of attention, becaufe 
they were all gentlemen : When it was obferved, 
that American officers at New York, fo far from 
receiving any fuch marks of civility, were treated 
with the utmoft contempt, and that it would be 
quite time enough to extend our politenefs in this 
particular, when we faw a iimilar difpofition on the 
part of the enemy ; he could fee no propriety in 
the remark, but left the meeting in difguft. The 
fame decifive tone of attachment to the Britifh army 
and their adherents, has marked every fubfequent 
period of his life too plainly to admit of doubt 
or deniaL I avow a different line of conduct. 
While the war continues, and independency unac- 
knowledged, I think diflindtions not only grateful 
and proper, but indifpenfably necefTary : After the 
war they ought to be permitted to wear away, not 
to be ungeneroufly obliterated. Such oppofite fcn- 
timents could not remain long undifclofed, or fail 
of producing their natural effeds ; but no oppor- 
tunity offered of openly manifefting them for fome 
time. 

Having been called to the chair of government 
by the unanimous voice of Council and Aflembly, 
among the latter of whom were general Cadwal- 
lader's brother in law, and many of his intimate 
friends and partizans ; and induced to accept it by 
aflurances from the leaders of the party, that it 
would unite, the difcordant interefts of the then 
divided ftate againft the common enemy; and 
further, that if I would concur in offering to the 
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people a reconfideration of fome parts of the con- 
ftitution, I (hould receive the utmoft fupport add 
refpeft, let the ifluc of the offer be what it might : 
Influenced, I fay, by thefe confidcrations, I made 
the facrifice of lucrative praftice, of private eafe 
and independence. All my part of the engagement 
was honourably fulfilled ; but the people with un- 
expected unanimity rejected the propofition. From 
that moment, an implacable oppofition, both per- 
fonal and public immediately commenced, which 
under one form or another has continued ever fince* 
Confcious that the more my condud: could be fcru- 
tinized the fairer it would appear, and ftill hoping 
to reftore the wiflied for union, I invited a great 
number of the moft refpedlable citizens, including 
members of aflembly, council, magiftrates, and 
thofe efpecially who compofed a new fociety created 
for the exprefs purpofe of oppofing the government, 
to a public meeting; I then in the moft open 
manner called upon them to fupport their imputa- 
tions, and fo efFeftually vindicated every part of my 
conduct, that every gentleman (general Cadwallader 
excepted) acknowledged his miftake, and at Icaft 
appeared difpofed to do me more juftice in future* 
He, indeed, with that Angularity and abfurdity 
which makes fo great apart of his character, thought 
it was the duty of the prefident of the ftate to enter 
into the violence of party on his fide of queftion, 
and that to avoid interfering on either, was ex- 
tremely criminal. It would be injuftice to the 
gentlemen of his party, not to add, that they did not 
adopt his principles, although they never changed 
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their condudt ; the efFeds of which have been fo 
amply difplayed ever fincc, much doubtlefs to the 
honour and interefts of Pennfylvania. The flood- 
gates of flander were immediately hoifted, and the 
torrent has continued with little intermiflion to this 
moment. But fadts were too recent, and circum- 
ftances too well known, even for the envenomed 
pen or tongue of party, to venture for a confiderable 
time fo coarfe and improbable a ftory as the fubjed 
of thefe remarks ; the ftomachs of the people were 
not prepared to digeft fo hard a morfel, till they 
had undergone fome previous preparation. The 
profecution of general Arnold, I have no doubt, 
gave rife to it. In fcreening him from juftice, it 
was neccflary to raife fome frefh calumny, that 
might divert the people from his real guilt. His 
kind and zealous friends, who did themfelves fo 
much honour, and their country fuch eminent fer- 
vice in that bufinefs, firft whi(pered what he after- 
wards infinuated ; and when a number of years had 
elapfed, it was then thought fafe to uflier it to the 
world under the aufpices of general John Cadwal- 
lader. 

From thefe fadls, fupported by the letters and 
certificates annexed, I draw thefe inferences : 

Firft, That general Cadwallader, after the time 
and fuppofed tranfadtion referred to, not only per- 
mitted general Wafhington to repofe intire confi- 
dence in me, but did fo himfelf, and renewed our 
long fufpended intimacy. 

Secondly, That he faw me raifed to the firft 
office in Pennfylvania, his own moft particular 
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friends voting for me, which as men of integrity 
they ought not to have done, if I had been an un- 
worthy charadler ; or it muft follow, that he did 
not think it of fufficient confequence to inform them 
of what he now efteems a capital defedt in my 
charafter ; or that the fa6t did not exift at this time, 
even in his own imagination. 

Thirdly, That this imputation was not made 
until parties ran high, and prejudices raifed, foas to 
favour the reception of any tale, without thought 
or enquiry. 

The evidence arifing from a train of well con- 
nedted circumftances, muft be allowed to be fupe- 
rior to any other. The memories of men may fail ; 
their minds are fubjed: to the warp of prejudice 
and paffion ; they may convert into ferious import 
what was dropt in jeft, and from falfe pride perfift, 
in what they have faid, becaufe they have faid it, 
even againft the conviAion of their own confciences: 
But circumftances cannot fo deceive, nor are they 
fubjedt to the like errors. Now I appeal to every 
unprejudiced reader, whether this tale is not only 
unfupported, but even contradicted by every cir- 
cumftance naturally arifing in the courfe of fuch a 
tranfadtion. To fupport it, my intention and con- 
dud: muft have been in the moft ftrange unnatural 
oppofition to each other. Setting afide every pre- 
fumption arifing from my early oppofition to the 
claims of Great Britain, and the faithful fervice of 
two campaigns, I afk. Whether it is probable I 
meditated an abandonment of the American caufc 
and army, when I refumed my commifllon after 
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having refigned it ? When, inftead of taking care 
of my family flying into the wilderncfs they knew 
not whither, I joined general Washington under 
every circumftance of diftrefs ? Whether I medi- 
tated a junction with the enemy at the very time I 
was exerting myfelf day and night to give them 
efFedtual oppofition ? When I may fay (without 
arrogating too much) 1 was the life and foul of in- 
telligence to the American army ; which the enemy 
well knew. Was it the way to recommend myfelf 
to their favour to do them all poflible injury before 
I joined my fate to theirs ? And is this confident 
with the experience and conduct of mankind in 
fuch cafes ? Is it probable I (hould have engaged 
my brother in fimilar fervice, and fent my family 
from eafe and comfort to hardfhip and diflrefs, if I 
meant to reconcile him or myfelf to the foe ? But 
thefe are among the leafl improbabilities. Is it not 
utterly incredible, that I fhould withhold fuch a 
communication or fentiment from my moft inti- 
mate friends and relations, and make it to a perfon 
with whom I had held no friendfliip for many years, 
who had received me with coldnefs, in whofc 
power and whofe duty it was immediately to have 
prevented the execution of fuch a defign ? My 
enemies admit I have fome underftanding, or my 
deftrudtion would not have been of fo much im- 
portance to them; but this behaviour would turn 
me into an abfolute ideot. But what (hall we fay to 
general Cadwallader, who before, at, and after the 
fuppofed tranfadtion not only intruded me with all 
his own military fecrets, but depended upon nie for 
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intelligence, governed himfelf by it, and permitted 
general Wafliington to do the fame, without the 
flightefl precaution, or the mofl diftant hint ; and 
that too not on trivial and ordinary matters, but on 
the moft critical occafions, when the fate of the 
army, and moft probably of America, depended on 
inviolable fidelity. It may be faid (becaufe it has been 
faid) that the reafon why no meafures were taken by 
general Cadwallader againft me was, becaufe the mi- 
litia, who had a confidence in me, would have been 
too much alarmed. But could any thing be more 
dangerous or juftly alarming, than to fubjeft an army 
to deftrudtion by betraying its fecrets, and perhaps 
throwing it into the hands of the^nemy ? Would 
any man fit to command a body of troops fubjeft 
them daily and hourly to fuch a rifque ? But admit 
the abfurdity for a moment : Is there no way to 
guard againft an apprehended danger of this kind, 
but by open and violent meafures ? Might not a 
perfon be fent away on fome pretence to a diftance ? 
Might not and ought not information to be imme- 
diately given to the fuperior officer, fo as to keep 
the fufpedted party from opportunities of knowledge 
and communication, inftead of employing him on 
the moft confidential occafions, and confulting with 
him on every emergency ? It is well known, that 
about this time we had more than one fufpedted 
character among us, but they were narrowly watch- 
ed, and excluded as much as pofiible fi-om every 
fource of intelligence or obfervation. Is it not moft 
aftoniftiing and incredible, that at this very time the 
militia fliould have preferved fuch a confidence in 
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me, and that no circumftance (hould occur to cbr- 
refpond with this imputation, but quite the reverfe ; 
fo that, though I have not troubled any of the offi- 
cers with any application on the fubjedt, I dare 
fafely appeal to them, whether they did not give 
me their utmoft confidence without fufpicion or 
diftruft? When the attack on the Heffians at 
Trenton was refolved on, was it not extraordinary 
that I (hould be felefled and follicited by general 
Cadwallader to communicate the important intelli- 
gence to general Putnam, and concert a co-opera- 
tion with him, and that fo much reliance fhould be 
placed in me the fucceeding days until our arrival 
at Trenton. Our affairs even then wore no very 
bright afpcft, and yet general Cadwallader muft 
acknowledge, that I bore no inconfiderable fhare of 
that very hazardous movement, when fecrefy and 
fidelity were of fuch confequence, that it was in- 
truded to none but the general officers, and then 
only on the point of its being carried into execution. 
Now, if it can be fhown that in all this critical 
feafon, general Wafhington had the leaft informa- 
tion given him, or fufpicion raifed, I will acknow- 
ledge that I may poflibly be miflaken, and that my 
intentions and conduct were in diametrical oppofi- 
tion to each other. How can it be accounted for 
on any principle of reafon or confiflency, that 
general Cadv^allader, after fo long a filence, fhould 
renew our former acquaintance, fee the continued 
confidence of general Wafhington, call for my af- 
fiftance and opinion, fee me elefted and re-eledled 
to the Prefidency, without publifhing this delin- 
quency 
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quency which he now thinks of futh magnitude, if 
it ever exifted ; or if it was of fo little confcquence, 
as not to deferve notice then, why is it now to be 
raifed and propagated with fueh eagernefs, when I 
am a private citizen, and feek no further concern 
with the government ? 

But fome perfon may afk, Would general Cad- 
wallader hazard fuch an aflertion without founda- 
tion ? I anfwer, it is difficult to refolve what a man 
of ungovernable paffions and defedtive abilities will 
or will not fay, when his mind is inflamed by party, 
and his breaft burning with difappointcd and irri- 
tated ambition. I can only fay, that as no fuch 
idea ever entered into my mind, I could not difclofe 
it ; and he may have miftaken a converfation with 
fome other perfon, or he may have at this diflance 
of time converted fome jocular expreffion (which I 
do not recoUedt) into a premeditated defign ; and 
this does not appear improbable, if I have been 
truly informed, that upon being queflioned why he 
had not put me under arreft, as he had pow^r to 
do, after fo alarming a converfation, he anfwered. 
That he fhould have done fo, if he had fuppofed 
me lerious. Or I am content to adopt that of a 
celebrated modern writer, •* That daily experience 
" fliews us, that men not only pretend to, but 
" actually do believe or difbelieve almoft any pro- 
" pofitions which befl fuits their interefts and in- 
" clinations, and unfeignedly change their fincerc 
" opinions with their circumftances and fituations/' 
But even this will do little to retrieve general Cad* 
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wallader's chara<Ster, as it is equally injurious to me, 
and deceptive upon the world. 

I have now done with the gentleman, unlefs a 
reply fhould become neceflary. If it fhould be 
thought I have exprefled myfelf in terms of too 
great feverity, I hope it will be confidered what an 
injurious and unprovoked attack has been made 
upon me, and that I am in no refpeA the aggreffor. 
Here I leave him. 

And now, my fellow citizens and countrymen, 
allow me to addrefs myfelf to you. That I am not 
infenfible to your approbation and efteem, and that 
I have been Iblicitous to remove impreilions of a 
contrary tendency, I (hall acknowledge ; perhaps I 
have been too folicitous ; but I affure you it pro- 
ceeded as much from a defire to juftify your choice 
of me in a public character, as from any perfonal 
feelings. In a government like ours, where the prcfe 
is under fo little reftraint even of truth or decency, it 
appeared to me to manifeft a contempt of your good 
opinion, if I had not fought to prefcrvc it againft 
ilanderous imputations, of which I knew myfelf to 
be perfectly innocent. If I have not in all cafes 
fucceeded, it was becaufe the time was not come ; 
but that it will come, I am as well affurcd as of my 
own exiftence. You have feen, you have heard the 
numberlefs calumnies which have been raifed and 
propagated, againft whom — againft a man who 
wanted a revolution to repair a ruined fortune or a 
fhattered charadter ? no ; you well know the latter 
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was fpotlefs till I became the fervant of the public, 
and that I left a lucrative pradlice and fair profpedts 
to impoverifti myfelf in your fervice : Was it againft 
a man whofe backwardnefs in the public caufe pro- 
craftinated his entry upon it to a late hour, when a 
judgment might be formed of the event ? no ; you 
all know that before hoftilities commenced I was 
among the foremoft, and when that event took 
place I did not lofe my ftation or rank. Is it againft 
a man who fhrunk back from danger, when the 
clouds of misfortune darkened our political horizon ; 
or held his life dear in the day of battle, when 
deaths thickened on every fide ? no ! the thought 
never exifted, until party and oppofition engendered 
it : And with refpeft to perfonal danger, I knew 
well that the weaknefs of our difcipline, and that 
fenfe of equality which reigns in this country, re- 
quired us to lead our troops and not to follow them ; 
and where is the man who will fay I ever pointed 
out a danger to him of which I did not equally 
partake ? The proofs were too decifive to admit of 
doubt or contradiction ; if they are already forgot, 
it is not for me to remind you of them. When 
the favourable opinion of my country led the Britifh 
commifiioners to over-rate my importance and in- 
fluence, and held forth fplendid offers of wealth and 
power, I truft my country had no caufe to blufli 
for me, or repent an ill-placed confidence. Yet I 
owe it to the premature folly and malice of my 
enemies, that I am not at this moment fubjedt to 
the cruel imputation of palming upon the world a 
groundlefs tale of oftentatious integrity. An acci- 
dent 
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dent for which they are intitled to no thanks, pro- 
duced the only proof this country could afford, or 
which I could ever have obtained in any. I have 
faid on another occafion, and I now repeat it, that I 
believe there are thoufands in America who would 
have a<Sted a fimilar part ; but I (hall be pardoned in 
adding, that in any other cafe than my own, I fhould 
have thought them intitled to a far different reward 
than cruel imputations and malicious calumnies. 

When I left the army, I entertained no other 
than the honefl and moderate ambition of becom- 
ing a private citizen, and healing the breaches of 
an impaired fortune: This was not allowed me. 
Parties, however differing in other refpefts agreed 
in this, and I was unanimoufly elected prefident of 
the ftate of Pennfylvania. The exigencies of the 
war, the unfortunate condition of our currency, and 
above all the feuds of the flate, made my duty dif- 
cult and even dangerous : But did not the ftate at 
this period in a very great degree recover from 
confufion and diforder, to regular and eftablifhed 
government, giving energy to all its operations 
againft the common enemy, and peace and fecurity 
to its own fubjedts ? When on an unfortunate oc- 
cafion, the rafhncfs of one fett of citizens encoun- 
tered the imprudence of another, and broke forth 
into a dangerous tumult ; when the very gentlemen 
who had embroiled my adnliniftration, and planted 
the chair of government with thorns, had coUedled 
themfelves, as it were, for their own deftru<ftion, 
did I hefitate to facrifice every private feeling and 
perfbnal refentment to fave their lives, at no incon- 
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fiderable rifquc of my own. And yet this very 
tranfadtion has been ftrangely perverted, to preju- 
dice me in the opinion of many well meaning citi- 
zens, who do not fufficiently diftinguifli between 
the proper and improper on every occafion. Had 
they been my beft friends, I could not have done 
more for their fafety and deliverance ; and yet, I 
am fbrry to add, that it appears to have been a 
fource of increafed enmity, inftead of generous con- 
ciliation. 

From the moment that the oppofition to the 
conftitution was organized every ftep was taken to 
embarrafs and perplex the government, and vilify 
thofe who adminiftered it ; when their own internal 
ftrength failed, they fought aid from the Congrefs 
of that day, and foreign influence, in which they 
were not always difappointcd. Mercenary or party 
prefTcs, fraud, 2nd falfehood were not wanting to 
complete the arrangement, and thus they came 
forth in battle array again ft that very conftitution 
which the greater part of them have fince fworn 
to fupport and maintain. When defeated, they 
changed their mode of attack, became fudden con* 
verts to this execrated form of government, and 
opened the batteries of flander and malice againft 
the character of individuals who had fupportcd the 
conftitution, now victorious over all its enemies. 
It was my fortune again to have my importance 
and abilities over-rated, and to be marked out, not 
for temptation, but deftrudtion. 

And here I muft call the attention of every good 
citizen of Pennfylvania to the difcovery of an im- 
portant 
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portant but long difguifed truth, that fince the de- 
claration of the people on the conftitution in 1 778, 
it has been an oppofition to men and not to mea- 
fures. It clearly falls within Mr. Hume's idea of 
perfonal faction or party, founded on perfonal 
friendihip or animofity ; but, as he alfo obferves, is 
generally the cafe, not unmixed with a real differ- 
ence of fentiment and interefl, in which the firft 
principles of affedlion or hatred are predominant, 
and have the greateft influence. 

No new fa^s have been difclofed, no important 
events have happened, to call for or even juftify fo 
great and material a change, fo flagrant a contra- 
didtion of thofe fentiments upon, and almoft abjura- 
tions of the conftitution. It is the fame as at firft 
in every iota: But to poflfefs themfelves of the 
oflices and honours of the ftate, it was neceflary to 
deftroy the public confidence, and calumniate the 
private charadlers of thofe whom they now fought 
to fucceed. They had not patience to wait till the 
limited term of the conftitution expired, when they 
might have appeared with confiftency and credit. 
J3ut now they have got into power by the moft un- 
worthy means, they loudly exclaim againft the 
licentioufnefs of the prefs, though it has been their 
moft ufeful, and in fome inftances fuccefsful engine. 
With like confiftency they cry out for unanimity : 
But is unanimity of more importance, now when 
the independence of America is nearly acknow- 
ledged, and our enemies withdrawn, than when they 
were at our gates, and our exiftence as a nation 
doubtful and uncertain ? The whole is an infult 
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on the underftandings and feelings of an honed and 
enlightened people. 

To raife the prejudices of any particular body or 
profeffion, is extremely favourable to party purpofes. 
The cry of the craft being in danger, fet all the 
filver fmiths of Ephefus in an uproar, and they had 
like to have ftoned an apoftle. Though not an 
apoftle in any fenfe, the cry was raifed that I was 
an enemy to trade, and if they did not attempt to 
ftone my perfon, dirt was not wanting to foil my 
charafter. 

The leaders of oppofition in the city being chiefly 
in the mercantile line, this calumny rofe in that 
quarter. To me were afcribed the committees for 
regulating prices, inquiring into the fales of goods, 
&c. They were the effufions of honeft but intem- 
perate zeal, to preferve the credit of the paper mo- 
ney: Time and experience have fhewn their futility; 
but every perfon concerned in them, will do mc 
the juflice to fay, I neither originated nor condu(5ted 
them : In many refpedts I oppofed them, as far as 
decency and prudence would admit. The moft 
obnoxious of their proceedings, by which I mean 
calling upon individuals to anfwer publicly for their 
tranfadtions of trade, was evidently the angry relique 
of that unfortunate quarrel which refpefted Mr. 
Deane. It was in a great degree an appeal to the 
public by an individual, from the partiality and in- 
juftice of Congrefs, which permitted the former to 
leave America the defaulter of unaccounted mil- 
lions, and flanderer of every honeft man who fought 
to detedt his villainy, and guard the public from 
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his robbery. His cataftrophc alfo refledls much 
honour on thofe who fupported him, and enabled 
him to famifh our armies, defraud our public cre- 
ditors, and involve our beft citizens, the widow, the 
orphan, and feeble old age, in all the diftrefies of 
want and woe. I cannot but believe that my 
opportunities have given me good reafon for the 
opinion, that if the firft fupplies from France had 
been managed, not merely with common honefty, 
but without the moil attrocious fraud, we fhould 
never have been that objeft of political horror, " a 
" bankrupt republic — a proftitute among virtuous 
** matrons — a bye-word and reproach among the 
^* nations/' Pofterity will hardly believe, that the 
patrons and fupporters of this man, now alfo a de- 
tedled traitor, are bafking in the funfhine of wealth 
and power, while his enemies, and the friends of 
their defrauded country, have not influence enough 
to make a door keeper. But to return. 

If it was enmity to trade, to exercife our power 
and judgment in the appointment of office, confti- 
tutionally vefted in us, or on other meafures of gov- 
ernment, uncontrouled by a junto at a CoflFee Houfe, 
I will admit the charge ; but where is the applica- 
tion ever made in matters of commercial concern 
that was not received with refpeft and attention, or 
what merchant can complain that he was treated 
with pride or negledt ? To mention no more, was 
the procuring and fitting out the (hip General 
Greene, for the proteftion of their trade, from the 
public treafury, without impoft or duty, a proof of 
enmity to their interefls ? and what veffel ever gave 
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more efFe<5tual relief? But to fix prejudices in 
honeft minds, who attentive to their own concerns, 
received them without examination or iprooi^ferved 
the purpofes of party. They were alfo by thefe 
means fuccefsfully conveyed into every other ftatc 
in the union. Before Grangers could call our ftreets 
by their names, they were taught to confidcr us not 
only as unworthy of public truft, but deftitute of 
all knowledge and even the principles of common 
honefty and morality. To revile the government 
and its meafures, became fo fafhionable, that they 
did not feem to confider it as improper, much lefs 
highly indecent. 

It fuited the fame purpofes to afcribe the embar- 
goes, which were fo long continued, to the council 
of Pennfylvania, and in a particular manner to my 
influence. Of all the falfehoods (and they have not 
been few) none was ever propagated with more 
eagernefs or more univerfally believed ; and that for 
two reafons, firft, becaufe it raifed a violent and 
general prejudice; and, fecondly, becaufe it con- 
cealed a real and moft profitable monopoly carried 
on by a few individuals, under the maik of public 
charadter, and the exceptions in favour of our allies. 
I challenge any man to (hew a proclamation, during 
my whole adminiftratipn, that was not founded 
either mediately or immediately on a refolution of 
Congrefs, one for manning the ftate fliip, (which 
lafted for a few days) only excepted; but the files 
of that honourable body will fhow many letters and 
reprefentations againfi: embargoes. I challenge any 
man to point out a fingle veffel that was ever de- 
tained 
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tained twelve hours by any order or diredion of a 
more private nature. Once mifled by the cxpe<5ta- 
tions held forth from the city, when, for its par- 
ticular fafety from a mutinous and enraged foldiery, 
and the general good, I promifed them gratuities 
and relief in their diftrefs, and when difappointed, 
I hinted at a ncceffity of calling the ferious atten- 
tion of the mercantile intereft to our afliftance and 
relief, by a temporary rcftridlion, the clamour was 
outrageous and violent, though no man received 
the leaft prejudice. But the influence which pro- 
cured the embargoes in Congrefs, was fufficient to 
uphold them, efpecially when ftrengthened by the 
reprefentations of commiflaries and quarter mailers, 
who erroneoufly fuppofed that exportation would 
ftarve the army. The Delaware ftate at length, 
wearied with thefe weak and felfifli rcftraints, per- 
emptorily rcfufed to comply with the requifitions 
of Congrefs, diflblved the fetters which had fo long 
bound us, and opened the treafures of Mexico to 
our view. My opportunities of information enable 
me to fpeak with fome degree of confidence on this 
fubjedt, that had it not been for this influence that 
beneficial trade would have been enjoyed at a much 
earlier day, and its falutary eflfedts diflfufed to a far 
greater extent : But it was too profitable to a few 
to be laid open to all. The mift of prejudice and 
deception is daily clearing away ; and the world 
may, at a future period, probably fee the works of 
that day in their true and genuine colours. 

But what will thefe gentlemen fay, when it is 
proved that after Congreflional embargoes ceafed, 
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the very men who they have been taught to be- 
lieve the friends and favourers of trade, invented a 
new reftridtion (but with fimilar exceptions) and 
that thofe who they confidered as its enemies anx- 
ioufly and induftrioufly fought to give them relief. 
If there are any unbelievers, let them look into the 
adt pafled by the prefent power, and under the fame 
intereft, which obliged them to give up one third 
of every provifion cargo, for public ufe, to be paid 
for in depreciated paper ; and let them look into 
the printed votes of the houfe, page 579, where 
they will fee a cogent but unavailing reprefentation 
to the aflembly, by the council, againft this reftric- 
tion, as opprefiive to the merchants and ufelefs in 
itfelf. But it ftill continued, and while the trade 
was generally bound in this miferable fhackle, there 
were veifels conftantly failing, which carried their 
entire cargoes without deduAion or reftraint. At 
length this was alfo given up, and at laft we faw 
and felt the bleffings of a fair, equal and generous 
commerce. Now judge ye worthy but mifguided 
citizens, who were the enemies of your trade, or 
hoftile to your interefts. 

Lefs induftry has not been ufed to prejudice the 
military of the ftate againft me, of which my pre- 
deceflbrs and late fucceffor feem to have fome fliare. 
The mutiny of the line, obliterated all my former 
fervices and favours, though often acknowledged. 
In that tranfadbion, I preferred what appeared to 
me to be the intereft of the public, to all other 
confiderations. If after the report of the affembly, 
made by gentlemen chiefly in an oppofite intereft, 
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in the prefence of thofe of the army who had coun- 
tenanced thefe unfavourable opinions, any thing 
was wanting to my vindication, the common enemy 
have fupplied it. Subfequent advices from Europe 
fhew that our enemies had formed great and ex- 
tenfive hopes on that event, all which by their own 
confeflion were fruftrated and difappointed. 

Under a load of obloquy and dander, the prefles 
and the Coffee Houfe (a place never before ufed 
for fuch purpofes) teeming with fcandalous libels, 
it was ftill my fortune, while eligible to be unani- 
mouily re-chofen to the Prefidency of the ftate. 
When this had ceafed, and I returned to the ftation 
of a private citizen, I flattered myfelf that envy and 
malice would now ceafe alfo, or find fome other 
obje£b; but it feems I was too dangerous to be 
permitted to enjoy any charafter either public or 
private, and the zeal of my enemies has betrayed 
them into a thoufand inconfiftencies : I have been 
at the fame time defcribed as friendly and favoura- 
ble to the enemy, oppreffive and perfecuting of their 
friends ; fo rich as to be dangerous, fo poor as to be 
defpifed ; fo powerful as to be an objedt of terror, 
fo contemptible as to be flighted by every one ; a 
wretched coward, and poflfefllng a fearlefs intrepid 
fpirit, which no danger could deter from its pur- 
pofes; and when modern villainy failed to furnifh a 
comparifon, recourfe was had to that of antiquity ; 
the Catalines and Cleons, the parricides of their 
country, men covered with crimes and infamy have 
been brought forth from the darknefs of 2000 years 
to illuftrate my charaiSer — this alfo ferved the pur- 
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pofes of party ^ and fhcws that even fomc men of 
education do not difdain this vile proflitution of 
their talents. When this did not produce its full 
cfFed:, though encouraged by fome, and not difcou- 
raged by others, who themfelvcs have fome char- 
adter to lofe, men of low and defpicable condition 
were in fome inftances excited to challenge me, 
that at any rate they might be rid of a dangerous 
man, whofe innocence might one day appear and 
cover them with confufion and difgrace. It is 
fomewhat Angular, but not lefs true, that for a long 
time 1 was a diftinguiftied objeft of equal abufe in 
the publications of the enemy — it was natural for 
them to wifli to deftroy the public confidence in a 
man whom they had met in every ftage of the con- 
troverfy, and to whom they thought proper to 
afcribe fome portion of their difappointment : But 
as foon as the work was taken out of their hands, 
they intirely left it to their lefs able but more zeal- 
ous friends, who have gone far beyond them in the 
difgraceful bufinefs. 

I have been called a tyrant and an opprefTor. 
Let us fee wherein this tyranny and oppreffion con- 
fifted. The fad neceflities of our army, and various 
public exigencies, required a relief which a depre- 
ciating paper could not give. There was no alter- 
native, but deftrudbion or coercion ; the whigs had 
given and contributed till they had little left ; the 
difafFefted and neutral part of the community, had 
borne no proportion of the public burthen. The 
powers legally vefted in us were exerted to draw 
forth the refources of the ftate, and I fought to make 
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that equal which had been before unequal — ^for 
after all that can be extorted from avarice and dif- 
afFe<!!tion, I fear the generous whig and friend to his 
country with his fervices in the militia, his volun- 
tary contribution, his property taken by the enemy, 
or given to the public without account, or in loan 
office, quarter mafter, and commiflaries certificates, 
will find his felfifh, tory trimming neighbour may 
truly infult him by his comparative lofTes. Thefe 
were alfo thrown into the fcale of party ; many 
who are intitled to the appellation of whigs, were 
as clamorous as any. Let me call on fuch to pe- 
rufe gen. Wafhington's letters of the 28th May and 
4th July, 1780, No. 10, II, and then blufh that 
from little local views, they were thwarting and 
cenfuring the meafures fo warmly urged by him 
for the deliverance and falvation of their country. 

To touch every firing of popular complaint, it 
has been fuppofcd, (for they do not believe it) that 
during my prefidency I acquired a fortune. To 
acquire a fortune on a falary given in continental 
money, and ek'd out with fome occafional allow- 
ances, is an idea that would have been laughed at in 
any other flatc, but it found its patrons in Pennfyl- 
vania. For this alfo fuited the purpofes of party. 
No, my countrymen and fellow citizens, if you can 
confide in my afTurances, you have not only had a 
very valuable portion of my time, but fortune alfo. 
I would not difgrace your appointment, by a mean 
and unworthy flyle of public life, however incon- 
venient to myfclf and prejudicial to my family. 
When I left the chair I fought neither gratuity, 

penfion. 
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penfion, or office. I fondly flattered myfelf that 
my faithful fcrvices would have intitled me to your 
future favour and good will, and that at leaft I (hould 
have found the fame juftice and attention in Penn- 
fylvania, as a flranger, or I myfelf fhould have had 
in any other ftate ; but in this I was difappointed. 

Having been connected before the prefent war, 
with fundry gentlemen in England, in a confidera- 
ble landed intereft in this ftate, and New Jerfcy, 
which fufFered greatly for want of care, in confe- 
quence of the war, and the agent's death in 1778, 
and to prevent any cavil with refped: to legal pow- 
ers, I refped:fully applied to the houfe of aflismbly, 
praying a (hort ad: for this purpofe, during the war, 
and to enable me to complete fundry contradts, 
made by the agent in his life time, under fuch re- 
flridtions and circumftances as they would think 
proper. After much trifling, and that fort of delay 
which is afFeded when perfons do not chufe to 
grant what they know not how with decency to 
deny, Mr. Speaker nominated Meflrs. George 
Gray, George Campbell, and Robert MTherfon, a 
committee to hear and report upon my petition. 
After more difficulty to obtain an interview, than 
the meanefl: perfon in the fliate ever had with 
me while I was prefident, they wifely and decently 
reported that an agent was neceflary, but that the 
whole profits without even the exception of my 
own interefl:, (hould be fequftered into the public 
treafury. If there had been laws for the purpofes 
of fequeftering Britifli property, or any other in- 
ftance of fuch a procedure, even in the cafe of thofe 
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perfons who have retired to Great Britain during 
the controverfy, I might have more readily acqui- 
efced : but to fee eftates held in every part of the 
ftate by fuch perfons, under agents receiving the 
rents, to fee them making fales and tranfmitting the 
proceeds to England, without notice or inquiry, to 
fee difafFedted convidts favoured with every fpecies 
of indulgence to their property, while mine and 
that of perfons connected with me, was thus 
(ingled out for confifcation, is fuch a mark of glaring 
partiality and grofs injuftice, as I hope has not its 
parallel in the legiflative annals of America. 

Permit me now to tell you how differently the 
ftate of New Jerfey aSed on the like occafion. 
Tho* I had rendered them no fervices, or had any 
other intereft than what arofe from the propriety 
of my requeft and their juftice, both houfes unani- 
moufly paffed the ad:, as it refpedted the lands in 
New Jerfey, in as little time as the neceflary forms 
would admit. I afterwards reprefented to the af- 
fembly of this ftate, that as there was no law to 
confifcate or fequefter Britifti property, that I had 
never been attainted by proclamation, or convidled 
of any offence againft the ftate, which drew a for- 
feiture of property, I apprehended there was a 
peculiar hardfhip in the report, and prayed it 
might be recommitted ; this was granted, and an 
addition made to the committee, in which a hoftile 
majority was carefully preferved, and the bufincfs 
has now far entered into its fecond year, and in the 
hands of the third affembly, fince my firft applica- 
tion. It is not in my nature to pay perfonal and fervile 

court 



( 51 ) 

court to individual members, to do what common 
juftice and gratitude demand. So that it will pro- 
bably be handed over from aflembly to affembly till 
the neceflity ceafes, or it (hall fall into more honour- 
able hands. Now I appeal to you, my fellow citi- 
zens and countrymen, whether I have deferved I'uch 
treatment from your reprefentatives, whether this 
and all the calumny and reproach which has been 
heaped on me is a juft or generous return for the 
fervices I have rendered you, and the facrifices I 
have made, and whether it does not bear all the 
marks of decided and perfonal party. But if I had 
finned, what has an unoffending family done, that 
they fhould be impoverifhed and degraded from 
their proper rank in life and education, when that 
time and thofe talents have been devoted to you 
which would otherwife have been profitably em- 
ployed for them ? Do you believe I had no oppor- 
tunities arifing from the rank and influence I have 
had to better my fortune either in land or other 
fpeculations, or fimilar means? Be aflured fuch 
temptations are always at hand to men in high 
office : I have had feveral. My uniform and con- 
ftant anfwer was, while prefident of the ftate, I can 
enter into no fuch meafure ; my rank and influence 
were not given me for the purpofe of private emolu- 
ment, nor (hall they ever be fo applied. There are 
more than one who have received this anfwer from 
me while in the chair of government. But I did 
not expedl to be deprived or unjuflly precluded from 
the enjoyment of private rights acquired many 
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years fincc, and which but for the war would have 
been long fince favourably fettled. 

Setting all private confiderations afide, permit me 
to add that if you can encourage fuch condud:, you 
neither underftand nor are fit for the government 
you have eftablifhed. In a commonwealth, under 
a republican conftitution, with conftant rotation of 
officers, it is your wifdom and only true policy to 
make the return to private life and former purfuits 
as eafy and honourable as poffible, when men have 
ferved you with fidelity, they have a right to ex- 
ped: you (hould preferve their characters from flan- 
der, and their property from depredation ; if you 
do not, you will foon convert ufeful citizens into 
dangerous and turbulent fubjedts. Look round, and 
fee the numerous candidates for every vacant office, 
and the ftill more numerous idlers in every part of 
the ftate : do you wifh to increafe their number ? 
If you do, hedge up their return to their former 
occupations and honeft induftry, by ill treatment 
and reproach, they will foon become the venal 
inftruments of any tyrant or ariflocratic junto, to 
deftroy thofe very liberties you fo much abufe. 
Of the number whom the war hath drawn forth 
from their former ftations in life, how few have re- 
turned to them. The fubjedt will foon force your 
confideration ; you have only to chufe whether you 
will by your own conduct make them ufeful citizens 
or burthenfome penfioners. 

In enumerating the various reproaches which 
have been caft upon me, I cannot omit thofe of be- 
ing 
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ing born out of the ftate, and being of a particular 
religious profeffion. The crinie of being born in 
New Jerfey, I (hall neither palliate nor deny ; fo far 
from it that I am proud to boaft this accidental con- 
nexion with a ftate, which for its heroic exertions 
in the common caufe, and patriotic gratitude, may 
be ranked with any ftate either ancient or modern : 
If they are not aftiamed of me, I certainly ftiall 
never be afhamed of them. It ill becomes any party 
in Pennfylvania to raife fuch diftindtions, as fhe 
owes her profperity, in no fmall degree, to thofe 
ftrangers who have preferred her climate, laws and 
government to all others. 

The other objeftion of religious profeffion is lefs 
fpoke, but more thought of: When I am con- 
vinced of its errors, or aftiamed of its charad:ers, I 
may perhaps change it : Till then, I ftiall not blufti 
at a connexion with a people who in this great 
controverfy are not fecond to any in vigorous ex- 
ertions and generous contributions, and to whom 
we are fo eminently indebted for our deliverance 
from the thraldom of Great Britain : Their great 
misfortune is, that artful men of other parties and 
perfuafions have always found means to dupe them 
into divifions, difcord, and weaknefs. But it is 
quite time to drop religious diftindtions in Pennfyl- 
vania, and meet on the equal floor of generous 
catholicifm ; he who attempts to revive them, will 
roufe a fleeping lion, and he will do well to re- 
member that there is no hierarchy, nor Great Bri- 
tain now to fly to, for countenance or affiftance. 

I think it may be truly faid, that fince the revo- 
lution. 
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lution^ religious diftindtions have occafioned no pre- 
ferences in the offices or honours of government. 
Men of abilities and integrity have been fought for 
and found : It was our pride as well as duty ; and 
I am content even at this day they fhould be ftridtly 
reviewed. Many whofe advancement was ground 
of difcontent for a time, have filenced the clamours 
by their integrity and ability in office. Thofe ap- 
pointments which are afcribed to my particular in- 
fluence, might gratify a man of much lefs vanity 
than I poflefs. Let thofe who are difcontented go 
into our courts of juflice, obfcrve the judges, 
or hear the pleadings in behalf of the flate ; let 
them tranfaifl bufinefs with our aud:ioniers or mar- 
fhal; to conduft it without reproach, in fuch a 
difcontented felfifh age, is proof fufficient both of 
integrity and ability. The Univerfity prefents an 
inftance of moderation in the ufe of power, feldom 
found : All denominations of Chriftians are upon 
an equal foot of enjoyment of its rights and ad- 
vantages ; inflead of the narrow and partial fcale 
of particular domination : Upon this, upon the 
gradual abolition of flavery, and demolition of pro- 
prietary power and influence, I am content to rifque 
the merits of my adminiflration, and truft they will 
far outbalance our involuntary errors. The firfl 
mufl be acknowledged ; and had the fecond been 
the work of any other hands, it would have been 
more meritorious ; 1 confider the lafl not lefs im- 
portant than either, but its principal benefits are yet 
to be felt ; I look forward with confidence to the 
day when they will be feen and acknowledged by 
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all But it would ill become me to arrogate more 
in thefe great concerns than a concurrence : I ever 
found a difpofition in all thofe who adled with me, 
to conduft the government on the moft free and 
liberal principles, difcouraging every enquiry which 
led farther than to afcertain the propriety of men 
and meafures, unconnefted with any confideration 
of religious profeffion, and local domeftic policy. 
We could not fofter difafFeftion, nor reward timidity 
or avarice. 

A number of the charges brought forward againft 
me in news papers and other publications, are pro- 
per fubjeifts of legal examination. Many of thofe 
whom I am fo unfortunate as to count in the 
number of my political enemies, have been long in 
power ; and is there not a man to be found amidft 
all this clamour, to inftitute a fingle regular com- 
plaint. I will meet the greateft or the meaneft, or 
from any of the intermediate ranks of Pennfylvania, 
on this ground : But they well know, that all their 
imputations would then vanifh like the bafelefs fabric 
of a vifion, leaving not a wreck of truth or juftice 
behind. I afk ho favour. I defy them all — them- 
felves being judges, fo the examination being open 
to the world. 

And after this will you, my friends and fellow- 
countrymen, confirm the reproach on republican 
governments, that neither life, charad:er, or fortune, 
are fafe from the machinations of envious and fac- 
tious men ? Will you deprive yourfelves of the 
fervices of your beft citizens, who, by declining 
your offices, will fhew that they dare not trufl you 
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with thefc precious depofits? Avarice, ambition, 
and vanity, will always provide you with candidates ; 
but will you live as free, fafe, or happy under them, 
as under men, who can, for your fakes, conquer the 
natural feelings of the human heart, and return to 
an equality with you, to former purfuits and occu- 
pations, without murmuring or complaint : whofe 
knowledge of government, when out of office, will 
make them watchful over thofe who are in ; fo that 
your liberties and interefts may reft in fafety, and 
none (hall dare to opprefs you ? You have gone 
great lengths to cure me of all ambition for public 
office; 1 have found fo much more eafe, folid fatif- 
faftion, and real profit in private life, that it muft 
be fomething extraordinary to draw me from it 
again : I therefore hope you will excufe the free- 
dom I take of offering you fome fentiments, the 
refult of a little civil and military experience. 

We may truly fay in Pennfylvania, it is not to the 
rich or the mighty, we owe any obligations in this 
great conteft : With a few exceptions, they left us, 
as they fuppofed, to our own deftrudtion ; they are 
now impatient under the difappointment, and can- 
not brook that the honours of government, which 
they confider as the appendage of wealth, but 
which they cautioufly avoided in time of danger, 
(hould now reft in the hands of men whom their 
pride and ambition have taught to confider as their 
inferiors. And even thefe exceptions fuppofe them- 
felves fo unequally yoked with their whig brethren, 
that when power or profit are in view, they do not 
difdain the alliance and fupport of thofe, whom but 
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lately they detefted and defpifed. Their motto is. 
Si dii nequent acberonta movebo. Hence every means 
has been ufed to lefTen us in your good opinion, and 
exclude us from marks of your favour. But their 
moft efFcdtual engine has been, and yet is, to ftarvc 
the officers of government. They know that many 
valuable and ufeful fervants of the public do not 
poflefs independent fortunes ; they therefore apply 
to your frugality, or rather your parfimony, and 
afFed: a concern for the public revenue ; but the 
real objedl is the gratification of their own finifter 
ambition. What is the difference between an ho- 
nourable fupport of government, and one that will 
difgrace you with its ignorance and meannefs, or 
injure you with its pride, infolence, and tyranny ? 
It is not the fourth part of a farthing on the pound 
rate of Pennfylvania. And does this afford a 
temptation to commit ingratitude and injuftice to 
the public as well as individuals ? There are but 
three claffes of men in Pennfylvania from which 
you can draw the officers of government : men of 
overgrown wealth who will ferve you for the ho- 
nour of the fervice, or the confumption of their 
heavy time, and who pay no regard to the com- 
penfation : The number of thefe is very fmall ; for 
it has been obferved, that the rich are as fond of 
falaries as the poor. The fccond are thofe who 
pofTefs fome certain eftate, but unequal to their 
expence; not having talents or inclination for pri- 
vate bulinefs, they feek to increafe their income and 
confequence by an office, which of itfelf is not an 
adequate fupport: The number of thefe is greater; 
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but they may be truly be ftyled the foundlings, not 
the legitimate candidates for office ; they are gene- 
rally either indolent charadlers, or of defective abili- 
ties. The laft clafs confifts of men who by their 
abilities and integrity have raifed themfelves into 
notice and confequence ; but cannot in juftice to 
their private interefts and families, give you their 
fervices at fo great a lofs ; while they are taking 
care of you, you muft take care of them. 

Now judge ye from which of thefe claffes you 
are moft likely to draw good magiftrates and faith- 
ful executive officers. No honeft man in fettled 
times will ferve you to the certain ruin of himfelf 
and family ; but many an honeft and able man will 
ferve you for a moderate income, which depends on 
the rate and expences of the place where his fer- 
vices are required, and the rank of the office which 
he fills. Befides, mean inadequate falaries beget 
low dependence and fervility ; the man is not feek- 
ing how he fhall difcharge his duty, but maintain 
his family. In the adminiflration of juflice it is of 
the lafl importance. The purity and independence 
of the courts of juftice in England, have alone pre- 
ferved the remains of their conftitution to this day, 
amidft the corruption and venality, which in all 
other cafes fo much abounds. To lefTen the fala- 
ries and appointments of government, fo as not to 
afford a fubfiftence to the officers, abridges your 
choice, and confines it to men of riches and leifure, 
and whatever may be faid, there is little cordial 
fympathy between the rich and the poor. Men do 
not really feel for the hardfhips and inconveniencies 
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of a iituation which they never have, and moft pro- 
bably never will experience. 

This leads me to what I have ever efteemed one. 
general fource of the enmity and flander which we 
have met with in adminiftering the government of 
Pennfylvania. I am a friend to fair and equal go- 
vernment, an enemy to all cabals and Machivalian 
politics, and a deadly foe to enormous influence, 
whether derived from wealth or power, or both 
united. I conlider it (becaufe the hiftory of the 
world demonftrates it) to have been ever the fource 
of corruption, productive of tyrannical monarchies, 
or ariftocratical juntos, and fubverfive of all true 
political happinels and private fafety. My voice, 
my pen, and, in cafe of extremity, my fword, will 
not be wanting to oppofe them — and my enemies 
have fomehow or other an idea, that I pofTefs the 
Angular quality of defpifing riches when necefTarily 
connected with dependance. Such a charadler may 
indeed be troublefome, (hould the eftablifliments of 
this country imprefs fuch ideas, and I confefs I do not 
think we are without caufe of alarm. Almofl every 
new eftablifliment feems to have the principles of 
undue influence, interwoven in it, from which cor- 
ruption muft unavoidably flow. Even that ufeful 
and convenient eftablifliment the bank, is formed 
on a plan more unfavourable to civil liberty than 
the like inflitution in England, where and in the 
India companies, a regular rotation is eflabliflied, 
by the exclufion of part of the direftors annually. 
That bank was eftabliflied as ours, at the clofe of a 
revolution, but the patriots of that day well knew 
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that the command of the national wealth, continued 
in the fame hands, was dangerous to their liberties 
and prefented too great a temptation to interefted 
individuals to apply it to their own purpofes. Un- 
happily for us the public neceflities have laid us at 
mercy, our imbecility has in a great degree abforbed 
the rights and powers of public and private judg- 
ment, and the language of too many feems to be. 
Spare our money and take all befides. A chearful 
and pundtual payment of neceflary but not oppref- 
five taxes, would foon reftore us to our firft and 
natural independency of judgment and adion. 

My dear countrymen and fellow citizens, I hope 
you will do me the juftice to believe that thefe fen- 
timents are not thrown out to embarrafs thofe who 
manage our public affairs. They have many natu- 
ral and unavoidable difficulties, it is not fair nor jufl 
to add thefe that are merely artificial. However I 
have been treated in this refpedt, I never did nor 
ever will retaliate. My opportunities alone have 
given me more knowledge of our public affairs 
than mofl of you who are in private life : and when 
I fee your interefls, liberties, or p>olitical morals in- 
vaded or endangered, I will write, and I will fpeak, 
unawed and uninfluenced, by any other motives 
than thofe which ought to govern a good citizen ; 
for that I have been ever fo in intention, whatever 
have been my errors, 1 dare boldly aver to you and 
all the world. My enemies freely give out, becaufc 
they hope it will lefTen your confidence, and injure 
me in my private purfuits, that I am about to leave 
the flate. I have no fuch intention, I have too 

many 
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many friends in Pcnnfylvania to leave them — and 
they know little of me, who can believe that I will 
not even eat the bread and water alone of Pennfyl- 
vania, rather than gratify my enemies, and thus 
admit an idea difhonourable to my paft life, and 
public conduift. I mean to continue in a private 
ftation becaufe it is not only the moft eafy and pro- 
fitable, but there are circumflances in which it is 
the pofl of honour. 

My fellow citizens and countrymen, I now mofl 
refpedtfuUy take my leave of you, earneflly wifhing, 
that order may arife out of all this confufion ; that 
you may find foldiers more brave and fkilful ; ftatef- 
men more able and ufeful (for in fidelity and dif- 
interefled ferviccs, I can yield to none) and that 
whoever may be your governors and rulers, you 
may be a free and happy people. 



The author. 



APPENDIX. 



The ORIGINALS of the following Letters and 
Certificates are left in the Hands of Mr. Bailey, 
for the Infpection of those who may defire to be 
farther affured of their Authenticity. 

(No, I.) 

Certificate from the hon. John Cox, Efq. Vice-Preftdent 

of New Jerfey. 

np H E S E are to certify that in the month of December 1 776, the fub- 
'*' fcriber being then lieutenant colonel of the fecond battalion of Phi- 
ladelphia militia laying at Briflol, Mr. Jofeph Reed^ the then adjutant 
general of the continental army, came down to the militia by the direc- 
tion of the commander in chief (as the fubfcriber underftood) ; that he 
quartered in the fame houfe with the fubfcriber, and was engaged in pro- 
curing intelligence from the enemy, and in the moft confidential com- 
munications of the operations of the army ; that the fubfcriber accom- 
panied him in one to Mount Holly, to col. Griffin, and, as the fubfcriber 
underftood, was treated with the moft unrefcrved confidence both at 
Briftol and elfewhere, with refpeft to the movements and dcfigns of the 
troops that his advice and opinion appeared to be much depended on, 
particularly with refpeft to croffing over and remaining in New Jerfey, 
which led to the fuccefles at Princeton, and the favourable iflue of the 
campaign ; that the fubfcriber verily believes ihofc communications to 
have been made at fuch times, and under fuch circumftances, as muft 
have fubjefted the troops to certain deftruftion, and the commanding offi- 
cer to the higheft cenfure, if on the one hand the perfon intrufted had 
proved unfaithful, or on the other the commanding officer had reafon to 
iufpeft him. The fubfcriber alfo well remembers, that when the troops 
had pafled over into Jerfey, it was fuppofed that the enemy were not far 
diftant from where we landed ; that it was propofed by feveral officers to 
return to Pennfylvania ; that Mr. Reed was of opinion that recroffing the 
river would greatly difpirit the troops, and therefore was againft ir, and 
offered to explore the country where the enemy was fuppofed to be; 
which by the requeft of gen. Cadwallader he accordingly did, without 
any covering party or company, fave col. Cowperthwaite, the fubfcriber, 
and a guide ; that during the continuance of the militia at Briftol, the 
fubfcriber was on terms of the moft unreferved intimacy with Mr. Reed, 
and had frequent confidential converfations with him on the ftatc of 
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affaire, which then wore the darkeil appearance, in all which the faid 
Mr. Reed never intimated, nor had the fubfcriber the leaft reaibn to {uf- 
peA he had, any intention of abandoning the caufe or arms of his country, 
to join thofe of the enemy ; that it appeared to the fubfcriber, that general 
Cadwallader, during his ftay at Briflol, depended in a great meafure for 
intelligence on the faid Mr. Reed and the fubfcriber, which their know- 
ledge of the country and charaflere about Burlington enabled them to ob- 
tain for him daily ; that the fubfcriber had frequent converfations with the 
faid Mr. Reed during the time of our greateft difficulty and diftrefs, in 
none of which did it ever appear to be the intention of faid Mr. Reed to 
abandon the caufe of his country by joining the enemy, but on the con- 
trary (hewed every difpofition to oppoie and counterad them, and the 
fubfcriber verily believes that had any fuch intention been formed by the 
faid Mr. Reed, he would have communicated it to the fubfcriber ; that 
he never heard from General Cadwallader of his entertaining any doubts 
of Mr. Reed's attachment to or perfeverance in the caufe of America, or 
any opinion expreflcd by him that induced a belief that faid Cadwallader 
entertained other than a favourable one touching the faid Reed's zeal or 
activity in the public fervice* 

JOHN COX. 
Trenton, Oftober 20, 1782. 

(No. 2.) 
Affidavit iy Daniel Ellis, Efq. formerly High Sheriff and 
one of the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas, for 
Burlington. 

State of New Jerfey, Burlington County, ff. 

PERSONALLY came and appeared before me, the fubfcriber, 
one of the juftices of the peace in the faid county, afligned to keep, &c. 
Daniel Ellis, of the city of Burlington, efq. a perfon to me well known and 
worthy of good credit, who being duly fworn on the holy evangelifts of 
almighty God, depofeth and faith, That fometime in the month of De- 
cember in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and feventy 
fix, the Philadelphia militia laying at Briftol, the gallies in the river, and 
the Heflians under count Donop at Bordentown and the Black Horfe, the 
town of Burlington was much diflrefled by fmall parties coming in and 
committing excefles on the inhabitants ; that Jofeph Reed, efq. then adju- 
tant general of the continental army, being occafionally in town was ap- 
plied to by fome of the inhabitants, as this deponent underftood, to procure 
them fome relief, and particularly to reftrain the galley men and militia 
from coming into the town ; that in order to effeft this it was neceffary 
that the enemy's parties fhould be equally reftrained, and the faid Mr. 
Reed agreed to write a letter to count Donop to that efFeft ; that this de- 
ponent went to the office of James Kinfey, efq. where the laid gen. Reed 
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was, with coL Shec of Philadelphia ; that feveral of the inhabitants were 
alfo prefent ; that the faid Jo(eph Reed alked this deponent if his fon 
would carry a letter to count Donop for the above purpofe ; to which 
this deponent replied, that if it was for the relief of the town he would go 
himfelf; upon which a letter was immediately writ; that this deponent 
went the next morning with the letter (which to the befib of this deponent's 
remembrance was unleakd) and delivered the (ame to count Donop, who 
foon after returned an anfwer in writing, which this deponent underftood 
from the faid count Donop was to appoint a place for a conference upon 
the fubjedt, which letter this deponent delivered to the faid general Reed 
(the (aid Mr. Reed and col. Shee waiting for his return ;) that fome few 
days after an officer came to Burlington with a flag, with a letter from 
count Donop to the faid general Reed ; that the people of Burlington, 
being anxious to eWcSt the bufinefs, exerted themielves to get the faid letter 
over the river; (the river being then full of ice) that upon getdng over 
they found that general Reed was at Philadelphia, fo that the faid officer 
did not fee him, nor did any intercourfe pais between them to this depo- 
nent's knowledge or belief; that this tranfadion was of public notoriety, 
and as this deponent verily believes, calculated for the fole relief of the 
inhabitants of the faid town, then much diftreCed by the irregularity of 
the troops and galley men, who came into the town under various pre- 
tences, and plundered and ill treated the inhabitants. And fiirther this 
<leponent fakh not. 

DANIEL ELLIS. 
Sworn before me, tke ijd daj 
of Oaobcr, 1783. 

Sam. How. 

<No. 3.) 
Affidavit iy Bowes Reed, Efy. Secretary of New Jerjey. 

New JeHey, Burlington County, AT. 

BOWES REED, cfquire, fecretary of the ftate of New Jerfey, and 
heretofore a Keutenaut colonel in the new levies of the faid ftate, being 
duly fwoin, depofeth and faith. That in the mondi of December anpoqiie 
Domini, .one thoufand feven hundred and feventy fix, thin deppnept'fi 
time being expired in the five months fervice, he returned in bad healjth 
to Burlington in New Jerfey, the place of hi« former refidence, which 
though not occupied by the troops of either parly, was fubjed to the in^- 
curfions of both ; that during that time (his deponent's brother, theji a^U 
jutant general of the continental army, frequently came over from Briftol, 
where the Pennfylvania militia then lay, m order fo prpcgre intelligence 
of the movements and defigms of the enemj^, then laying at Bordcntown, 
the Black Horfe, and Mount Hojly \ thar this deppoent affifted his brother 
in faid fervice, by procuring and equipping fpie§ to %o within the enemy's 
J lines. 
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lines, and communicating the advice occafionally received ; and this de- 
ponent farther faith, that during the faid time, or at any other, his brother 
never intimated to this deponent, in the mofib diftant manner, any advice 
or encouragement to fcek protection of the enemy, but on the other hand, 
that he was too much ezpofed to the incurfions of the enemy, and wiflied 
him to remove to a place of greater fafety ; and thb deponent farther faith, 
that during the faid time his (aid brother never ezprefled to him any 
apprehenfions of the fuccefs of the caufe, but ieemed wholly engaged in 
procuring inteUigence, and purfuing other methods to annoy and defeat 
the defigns of die enemy ; this deponent farther fays, that his faid brother, 
to his knowledge or beUef, was not engaged in any other meafure, than as 
abovementioned, except that at the requdft of a number of the people of 
Burlington, who were gready diilrefled by parties from each army, he 
publicly ient a meflage to count Donop, who then commanded the troops 
on the part of the enemy, propofing mutually to keep the faid parties out 
of the town, on which count Donop ient a mefienger with an anfwer, as 
this deponent was then informed, who returned without delivering it, as 
his faid brother was then gone into Pennfylvania ; that in a few days after- 
wards the furpriie of the Heffians at Trenton took place, and the war was 
intirely removed from this part of the country, and farther the deponent 
faith not. 

BOWES REED. 
Sworn before me, the 23d day 
of Odlober, 1782. 

Sam. How. 

(No. 4.) 
General VfzQiingtons Letter, dated Dec. 23, 1776. 

Camp above Trenton Falk, 23d December, 1776. 
Dear Sir, 

THE bearer is fent down to know whether your plan was attempted 
laft night, and if not to inform you that Chrifbnafs day at night, one hour 
before day, is the time fixed upon for our attempt on Trenton. For 
beaveffs Jake keep this to yourfelff as the dtjcoverj of it may prove fatal to 
us. Our numbers^ forry I am to fay^ being lefs than I bad any conception 
of; but neceffity, dire necejjity, will^nay muft juftify any attempt. Pre- 
pare ^ and in concert witb Griffin^ attack as many of their pofts as you pofft- 
bly can, with a profpeB of fuccefs. The more we attack at the fame 
inflant, the more confuiion we (hall fpread, and the greater good will re- 
fult from it. 

If I had not been fully convinced before of the enemy's defigns, I have 
now ample teflimony of their intentions to attack Philadelphia, as fbon as 
the ice will afford the means of conveyance. 

As the colonels of the continental regiments might kick up fome dufl 

about 
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about command, unlefs Cadwallader is confidered by them in the light of 
a brigadier^ which I wifh him to be, I defired general Gates^ who is un- 
well, and applied for leave to go to Philadelphia, to endeavour if his 
health would permit him, to call and fby two or three days at Brifibol in 
his way. 

I fhall not be particular. We could not ripen matters for our attack 
before the time mentioned in the firll part of this letter. So much out of 
forts, and fo much in want of every thing are the troops under Sullivan, 
&c. Let me know by a careful ezprefs, the plan you are to puriue. The 
letter herewith fent, forward on to Philadelphia. I could wifli it to be 
in, in time for the fbuthem pod's departure, which will be, I believe, by 
eleven o'clock tomorrow. I am, dear fir. 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

GEO. WASHINGTON. 

P. S. I have ordered our men to be provided with three days provi- 
iions, ready cook'd ; with which, and their blankets they are to march ; 
for if we are fucceflful, which heaven grant, and other circumftances fa- 
vour, we may pufli on. / /ball direS every ferry and ford to be well 
guarded, and not afoulfuffered to pafi without an officer^ s going down with 
the permit. Do the fame with you. 

To Jofcph Reed, efq. or in his abfence to 
John Cadwallader, efq. only, at Briftol. 

(No. 5.) 
Colonel Moylan'j Letter, May ;^\fi^ ^111 • 

Dear Sir, 

VERY foon after you was appointed a brigadier general, I wrote to 
the commander in chief, mentioning that I fuppofed it would lay with 
him to appoint you to what brigade he chofe ; that I was well aflured the 
command of the horfe would be mofl agreeable to you, and equally fo 
the officers of that corps, who had the pleafure of your acquaintance. I 
received an anfwer to that letter this day, extrafts from which are as fol- 
lows : 

" If Congrefs have it not in contemplation to appoint a general of 
" horfe, but leave it to me to affign one of the brigadiers already ap- 
'* pointed, to that command, I fliall aflurcdly place general Reed there ; 
" as it is agreeable to my own recommendation and original defign ; of 
'* this pleafe in my name inform him ; but add, as it would not be agree- 
** able to me, and I am fure could not be fo to him, to be placed in a 
" fituation that might be the (landing of a day only. I could wilh to 
'* know what the views of Congrefs are on this head, which Mr. Thom- 
*' fon or any of the members, I fuppofe, can inform. 

*' I would have wrote to general Reed myfclf on this fubjeft and odicr 

matters. 
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" matters, but my extreme hurry will not permit me to do it fully, and 
" therefore I decUne it altogether. Be fo obliging as to offer my befib re- 
** gards to him, and aflure him that I read his name in the appointment 
*' of brigadien with great pleafure.*' 

In a poftfcript to the fame letter he writes, 

" Having occafion to write to Congreis by this da^'s poft, I will re- 
" queft a determinadon of the matter mentioned in this letter, refpe6Ung 
" the commanding officer of the horie, that I may know with certainty 
•• on what ground to adt" 

The letter is dated Morriftown, May 24th, 1 777. I propoie fetdng off" 
for camp on Monday or Tuefday next ; I wiih to fee you there. If you 
cannot come foon, let me hear from you, it will give great pleafure to 
Dear Sir, 

Your affectionate fervant, 

STEPHEN MOYLAN. 

Philadelphia, 31ft May, 1777. 
General Reed. 

(No. 6.) 

Exiraff from General Cadwallader'j Letter, 30/A 

November y 1777. 

Head Quarters, 30th November, 1777. 
Dear Sir, 

W E were confulting about winter quarters when your letter came to 
hand, and I detained your iervant in hopes of giving you their determina- 
tion, but the general has required the opinion of the officers in writing at 
10 o'clock to-morrow morning. — ^I fhewed your letter to the general. 
Many oi the officers are for going into winter quarters, on the line from 
Lancafter towards Eafton — ^If this is attempted, I am fure the troops wiU 
march there only to be difappointed. By the beft information, thofe 
towns are crowded with inhabitants from the eity, and little ihelter can 
be found there. 

The general officers will (et the example of going home, the field offi- 
cers will follow their example, captains and fubaltems will exped the 
fame indulgence, and the ibldiers will apply for furloughs ; and if refufed, 
will defert. By this means the army will be difperied through the differ- 
ent colonies, and it will be impoffible to coUe£i them in time to open an 
early campaign. The country on every fide will be left to be plundered, 
and vail numbers will apply for protection. The inhabitants will be 
difpirited, the credit of our money ruined, the recruiting fervice at an 
end, and inevitable ruin muff follow. It has been propofed to take poft 
at Wilmington, and the little towns in that neighbourhood, and build 
huts for thofe who cannot be provided with quarters. If we do not do 
this, the enemy may take pofileffion of this poff, and with two thouiand 

men. 
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mciiy or three, which they can eafily fpare, and by this means iecure the 
lower counties on the eailem fhore. By taking pofleffion of this ftrong 
pofty and brining down the gondolas, we may annoy the navigation, and 
by being on the ^t in the fpring, take fuch meafures as may oblige the 
enemy to come out and attack us in the field. We have good informa- 
tion that Comwallis is returned, and that the enemy had onders to march 
at two o'clock yeilerday morning. The orders were not given out till 
dufl c the officers were drivii^ about in great confufion, and were heard 
to complain that the orders came out fo late. 

Cannot you come here to- morrow oMd advifef You can think of the 
matter to night. Your moft obedient and very humble fervant, 

JOHN CADWALLADER. 

[N. B. The renuunder of this letter contains only camp news.] 

(No. 7.) 
General Waftiington'j Letter on the fame Subje^. 

Whitemarfh, Dc. 2, 1777. 
Dear Sir, 

I F you can with any convenience, let me ice you to day. I (hall be 
thankful for it. I am about fixing the winter cantonments of the army ; 
and find ib many and fiich capital objedions to each mode propofed, that 
I am ezceedii^ly embarrafled, not only by the advice given me, but in 
my own judgment, and Jkouli be very glad of your fentiments on the mat* 
ter without lofs of time. In hopes of (eeii^ you, I (hall only add, that 
from Reading to Lancafter inclufively, is die general ientiment, whilft 
Wilmington and its vicinity has powerful advocates. This, however, is 
mentioned under the roie ; for I am convinced in my own opinion, that 
if the enemy believed we had this place in contemplation, they would 
pofleis themfelves of it immediately. I am very fincerely, dear fir. 
Yours afiFe6tionately, 

GEO. WASHINGTON. 
General Reed. 

(No. 8.) 
General CadwalladerV Letter, \otb December. 

Head Quarters, loth December, 1777. 
Dear Sir, 

I F I have in the leaft degree contributed to promote the general caufe, 
I (hall think my time well fpent — As (bon as the army is fixed for the 
winter, I (hall return to my family in Maryland ; but think it my duty to 
render every (ervice in my power at the opening of the next campaign. 
I am forry I cannot think as you do, with reifped to the accepting an ap- 
pointment in this date— I look upon the prefent powers efUbliihed, a mo(l 
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daring and dangerous uTurpation ; and can never confenc to fupport or 
even countenance it. I oppofed it as long as diofe engaged appeared in 
earnefty and as long as meafures, which muft certainly have fucceeded, were 
fupported. The fame reafons which induced the gentlemen (who have 
given up the caufe) to defer the oppofition till the preient troubles were 
over, will have as much weight when the ftates are tired out with a long 
and expeniive war — as I conceive this government can never be changed 
without another revolution. 

Tour country is much indebted for your jervices ; and nothing is more 
reafonable than to repair your lofs.— 1 fhall mofib chearfully take the firft 
opportunity of metioning it to the general— and if it cannot be done in 
this line, will write to fome of the memben of Congrefs — ^Thc army 
marches to-morrow stxy early. 

For God's fake endeavour to fupprefs this dangerous faction, before it 
gets too great a length ! If it fucceeds America is loft. 
1 am. Dear Sir, 

with great refpedl and efteem, 

your moft obedient humble fervant. 
General Reed. JOHN CADWALLADER. 

[N. B. This was an anfwer to a letter urging him to accept a military 
appointment under the ftate, and intimadng a wifh to have fome compen- 
fation made for a valuable horfe (hot under me in the adion a litde time 
before<— This was the fecond, at the batde of Monmouth was a third, but 
no compenfation was ever made for either. 

(No. 9.) 
Extraa of General WaftiingtonV Letter, 22^ O Sober ^ 

1779. 

Weft Point, 061. 22d, 1779. 
•• Dear Sir, 

'' THREE days ago I received your obliging favour of the 14th, 
'' and was forry to find you had been fo much indifpofed. Before this I 
** hope you have perfedly recovered. Your early attention and that of 
'' the ailembly to my requifidons, have my warmeft thanks; and the 
'' more fo, from the iituation in which they found you. I could wifti, 
'* however, that the three months (ervice of the militia had been made to 
" commence, only from the dme of their joining the army. I need not 
'' enter into a detail of reafons for this with you, as your own judgment 
** and experience will, I am perfuaded, have already anticpated them. 
'' Your intention of leading your milida, in cafe they are brought to the 
" field, is a circumftance honourable to yourfelf and flattering to me. The 
*' example alone would have its weight, but ieconded by your knowledge 
*^ of difcipline, abilides, activity, and bravery, it could not fail of happy 

''effeds. 
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" effefts. Men are influenced greatly by the example of their fuperiors^ 
" and particularly Co, where they have both their confidence and affec- 
" tion.'* 

(No. la) 

General Waftiington'j Letter, May iStby 1780. 

Morris Town, May 28th, 1780. 
Dear Sir, 

I A M much obliged to you for your favour of the 23d. Nothing 
could be more neceflary than the aid given by your date towards fupply- 
ing us with proviflon. I aflure you every idea you can form of our dif- 
trefl!es falls fhort of the reality. There is fuch a combination of circum- 
ftances to exhauft the patience of the foldiery, that it begins at length to 
be worn out ; and we fee in every line of the army the mod ferious fea- 
tures of mutiny and {edition. All our departments — all our operations 
are at a stand ; and unlefs a fvftem very different from that which for a 
long time has prevailed, be immediately adopted throughout the United 
States, our affairs muff foon become defperate — beyond the poffibility of 
recovery. 

Now, my dear ffr, I muff obferve to you, that much will depend on 
the ffate of Pennfylvania. She has it in her power to contribute without 
comparifbn more to our fuccefs than any other ffate, in the two eflential 
articles of flour and tranfportation. New York, Jerfey, Pennfylvania, and 
Maryland, are our flour countries : Virginia went litde on this article the 
laff crop (and her refources are called for to the fouthward ;) New York by 
legiflative coercion has already given all flie could fpare for the ufe of the 
army — her inhabitants are left with fcarcely a fufficiency for their own 
fubflffence : Jerfey from being fo long the place of the army's reiidence, 
is equally exhauffed ; Maryland has made great exertions, but ffie can ftiU 
do fomething more ; Delaware may contribute handibmely in proportion 
to her extent ; but Pennfylvania is our chief dependence : From every 
information I can obtain, ffie is at this time full of flour. I fpeak to you 
in the language of franknefs, and as a friend. I do not mean to make any 
infinuations unfavourable to the ffate. I am aware of the embarraflments 
the government labours under, from the open oppofltion of one party, and 
the underhand intrigues of another. I know that with the beff difpofltions 
to promote the public fervice, you have been obliged to move with cir- 
cumfpe£lion. But this is a time to hazard, and to take a tone of energy 
and decifion. All parties but the difaffeded will acquiefce in the neceflity, 
and give their fupport. The hopes and fears of the people at large may 
be aded upon in fuch a manner, as to make them approve and fecond 
your views. 

The matter is reduced to a point. Either Pennfylvania muff give us 
all the aid we aflc of her, or we can undertake nothing — we muff renounce 
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every idea of a co-operation, and miift confcfi to our aDies that we look 
whoUv to them for our fafety ; tlus will be a ftate of humiliation and lit- 
deneis againft which the feelings of every good American ought to revolt — 
Yours I am convinced will. Nor have I the leaft doubt that you will 
employ all your influence to animate the legillature and the people at 
large. The fate of thefe ftates hang^ upon it. God grant we may be 
properly imprefled with the coniequences. 

I wifli the legiflature could be engaged to vcfk the executive with pleni- 
potentiary power. I fliould then ezpedl every thing pra6ticable from 
your abilities and zeal. This b not a time for formality or ceremony. 
The crifls in every point of view is extraordinary — and extraordinary 
expedients are neceflary. I am decided in this opinion. 

I am happy to hear that you have a profped of complying with the 
requifitions of Congrefs for fpecific fupplies ; that the (pirit of the city and 
ftate feems to revive, and the warmth of party decline. Theie are good 
omens of our fuccefs. Perhaps this is the proper period to unite. 

I am much obliged to you for the renewal of your aflurances of per- 
fonal regard. My ientiments for you, you are too well acquainted with, 
to make it neceflary to tell you with how much efteem and regard I am. 
Dear Sir, 
Your moft obedient and affectionate humble fervant, 
G. WASHINGTON. 

(No. II.) 
General W^fhingtoris Letter, 4/^ July, lySo, 

Head Quarters, Bergen County, July 4th, 1 780. 
My dear Sir, 

MOTIVES of friendfhip, not lefs than of public good, induce me 
with freedom to give you my fentiments on a matter, which interefts you 
perfbnally as well as the good of the common caufe. I flattter myfelf you 
will receive what I fay in the fame {pirit which didbtes it, and that it will 
have all the influence circumflances will probably admit. 

The legiflature of Pennfylvania, has vefted you in cafe of neceflity, 
with a power of declaring martial law throughout the ftate, to enable you 
to. take fuch meafures as the exigency may demand ; fo far the legiflature 
has done its part, — Europe — America — the ftate itfelf will look to you for 
the reft. The power vefted in you will admit of all the latitude that 
could be deflred, and may be made to mean any thing the public fafety 
may require. — ^If it is not exerted proportionably, you will be refponfible 
for the confequences. 

Nothing my dear flr, can be more delicate and critical than your fltua- 
tion — a full difcretionary power lodged in your hands, in conjunftion 
with the council— -great expe^ation in our allies and in the people of this 
country— ample means in the ftate for great exertions of every kind — a 
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powerful party on one hand, to take advantage of every opening to pre- 
judice you— on the other, popular indolence and avarice, averfe to every 
meafure inconfiftent with prefent eafe, and prefent intereft. In this 
dilemma, there is a feeming danger on whatever fide you take; it remains 
to choofe that which has leaft real danger, and will befl promote the 
public weal. This in my opinion clearly, is to exert the powers entrufted 
to you with a boldnefs and vigour fuited to the emergency. 

In general I efteem it a good maxim, that the bell way to preforve the 
confidence of the people durably, is to promote their true intereft. There 
are particular exigencies when this maxim has peculiar force. When any 
great objed is in view, the popular mind is roufed into expedlation, and 
prepared to make facrifices of both ea(e and property ; if thofe to whom 
they confide the management of their affairs, do not call them to make 
thefe facrifices, and the obje6l is not attained, or they are involved in the 
reproach of not having contributed as much as they ought to have done 
towards it ; — ^ihey will be mortified at the difappointmcnt, they will feel 
the cenfure, and their rcfentment will rife againft thofe, who with fufficient 
authority have omitted to do what their intereft and their honour required. 
Extenfive powers not exerciled as far as was neceflary, have I believe 
fcarcely ever failed to ruin the pofleflbr. The legiflature and the people 
in your cafe would be very glad to excufe themfelves by condemning you. 
You would be aflailed with blame from every quarter ; and your enemies 
would triumph. 

I write to you with the freedom of friendftiip, and I hope you will 
efteem it the trueft mark I could give you of it.— In this view, whether 
you think my obfervations well founded or not, the motive will, I am 
perfuaded, render them agreeable. — ^In offering my refpefts to Mrs. Reed 
I muft be permitted to accompany them with a tender of very warm ac- 
knowledgements to her and you, for the civilities and attention both of you 
have been pleafed to ftiew Mrs. Waftiington — and for the honour you 
have done me in calling the young Chriftian by my name. 
With the greateft regard, 
I am. Dear Sir, 

Your affedionate humble lervant, 

G. WASHINGTON. 
His excellency Jofeph Reed, efquire. 

(No. 12,) 

My Letter to General Wafhington, dated September 
iitby 1782. 

Dear Sir, 

AFTER the fervices, fufferings, and anxieties of the winter 1776, 

I litde expedled that period would be fele£led as the feafon of my greateft 

reproach, and that I fhould ftand publicly charged with not only meditat- 
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ing, but aflually exprefling intentions of de(erting to the enemy : Yet fir, 
fo it is ; not mere news paper abufe, or tranfient report, but aduaUy coun- 
tenanced and fupported by a perfon of fome rank and appearance in the 
world : Having never aiked or received any public favour from Congrefs, 
confcious of my own integrity, and deeply wounded with the cruel fuggef- 
tion> I muft appeal to your juftice and candour, and moft eamelUy requeft 
you would by the bearer, who goes ezprefs for the purpofe, favour me 
with a few lines ezpreffive of your ienfe of my condu6l in the fall and 
winter of the year 1776; and particularly whether you ever heard, or at 
any time entertained doubts of my fidelity, and whether under the com- 
municadons made to me of our military operations, an apprehended 
treachery on my part would not have made me a very dangerous charader. 

I would farther beg you would permit my making u(e of fundry letters 
I have received from you, at a time when you appeared to repofe an un- 
reserved confidence in me, and of which, I can appeal to that God who 
knows the fecrets of all hearts, I was not (in point of integrity) unworthy. 

As I never availed myfelf of your excellency's friendfliip to (eek for 
honour or profit, or even for the reparadon of lofles a£hially fuflained in 
the fervice, I have the fulled confidence that you will moft chearfully 
comply with this, to me, moft interefting requeft ; and fliould you de- 
fcend to particulars, you wiU be pleafed to point them to the period which 
intervened between our retreat from Hackenfack, and the revival of our 
a^irs at Princeton. 

My memory fuggefts to me a letter I wrote your excellency from Briftol, 
containing reafons for an attack on the enemy ; if that letter can be ob- 
tained, I am perfuaded it contains fendments of a very difiFerent nature 
from thofe of which I complain, and would be particularly ufeful. 

I ftiall make no other ufe of any communications I now have, or you 
may favour me with, than to vindicate my own charafter againft the ma- 
lignant imputation of intending a deiertion to the enemy. And am 
With the greateft refped. 

Your excellency's humble iervant, 

JOSEPH REED. 

(No. 13.) 
General Waftiington*j Anfwer. 

Verplank's Point, 15th September, 1782. 
Dear Sir, 

THE appeal contained in your letter of the nth inftant, is equally 
unexpefted and furprifing. 

Not knowing the particular charges which are alledged againft you, it is 
impoflible for me to make a fpecific reply. I can therefore only fay in 
general terms, that the employments you fuftained in the year 1 776, and 
in that period of the year, when we experienced our greateft diftrefs, are 
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a proof that you was not fufpedled by me of infidelity, or want of inte- 
grity $ for had the lead fufpicion of the kind reached my mind, either 
from obfervation or report, I fliould moft afluredly have marked you out 
;as a fit objeft of refentment 

While on our retreat through Jerfey, I remember your being fent from 
Newark, to the aflembly of New Jerfey, then fitting, to roufe and animate 
them to fpirited meafures for our fupport ; and at the fame time gen. 
Mifflin was fent to Pennfylvania for the same purpofe. This employ was 
<:ertainly a mark of my confidence in you at that time. 

Your condudl, fo far as it came to my immediate notice, during the 
(hort period we lay on the weft bank of the Delaware, appeared follicitous 
for the public good. And your condu6^ at Princeton evidenced a fpirit 
and zeal, which to me appeared laudable and becoming a man well affeded 
to the caufe we were engaged in. 

It is rather a difagreeable circumftance, to have private and confidential 
letters, haftily written as all mine of that clafs are, upon a fuppofition that 
they would remain between the parties only, produced as evidence in a 
matter of public difcuffion ; but confcious that my public and private fen- 
timents, are at all times alike ; I (hall not withhold thefe letters fhould you 
think them abfolutely neceflary to your j unification. 

If I have in my poileffion any fuch letter as you particularly allude to, 
it is not at prefcnt with me— being in the field perfeftly light, I have di- 
vefted myfelf of ail papers, public and private ; but fuch of late date as I 
' thought I might have occafion, in my prefent iituation, to refer to, the 
others remain at a confiderable diftance from me. 
I am. Dear Sir, 
Your obedient and moft humble fervant, 

G. WASHINGTON. 
The hon. Jofeph Reed, efquire. 

(No. 14.) 

Extras of a Letter from General Greene to Clement 

Biddle, Efquire^ dated September ifty 1782. 

** I AM vexed to fee the ingratitude (hewn to general Reed. It is 
*' almoft enough to put one out of conceit of ferving the public." 

£A number of other letters from general Greene contain the fame idea.] 

(No. 15.) 
In (jeneral Affembly, OSober io> 1779. 

Refolved unanimoufly, 

THAT leaving to the judicial authority of the ftate to determine who 
were to blame in the late dangerous tumult at and in the houfe of James 
Wilfon, efquire, in Walnut Street, this houfe are fully (atisfied of the ne- 

ceffity 
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ceflity of the exertions of his excellency the prefident of the ftate, for fup- 
preffing the faid tumuk ; that the thanb of the houfe be given to his ex- 
cellency for his fpirited and prudent conduct on that unhappy occaiion, 
and that his excellency be aflured, that this houfe will at all times fupport 
hint and the executive authority in fuppreffing all fuch dangerous and dif- 
orderly proceedings, and in reftoring peace, good order, and a due obedi- 
ence to government^ on which the liberty^ happinefs and fafety of the 
citizens Co greatly depend. 

[N. B. Soon after, at the inftance of the author of thefe remarks, and 
gentlemen in the fame political intereft, an a£l of indemnity pailed ; by 
which all the gentlemen who were in an oppofite intcreft, and under re- 
cognizance to abide a legal trial, were difcharged without farther inquiry, 
notwithilanding many lives were loft in the tumult.] 

jis many Gentlemen of the Army have received very undue 
Impreffions refpeSling the Settlement of the Mutiny of the 
Pennsylvania Line^ the following Letters and Report 
are introduced into this JVork. 

Dear Sir, Princeton, 4th Jan. 1781. 

THE unhappy defedlion of our line you muft have been made ac- 
quainted with by general Potter and colonel Johnilon. Colonel Charles 
Stewart will preient you with (ome propoiitions on the part of the troops, 
together with our anfwer ; he will a&b be able to give you an idea of our 
fituation and their temper. 

Indofed are copies of a ytry (erious queftion, and our reply; you will 
therefore pleafe to appoint one or more of the council, to meet us at this 
place with all poffible diipatch, with full powers to them and us to treat, 
on the fubjed ; and inform us what profpe6ls you have of fumifhing an 
immediate fupply of cloathing and cafh, which will be indifpenfably ne- 
ceflary to infure fuccefs. 

We fhall not attempt to exprefs our feelings on this unfortunate occa- 
iion; your own will be the beft criterion to judge them by. 

We have yet fbme glimmering of hope from the inclofed copy of a letter 
giving intelligence of the enemy's intended manoeuvre, as the troops ailures 
us they will aft with defperation againft them : whether this be their real 
fentiments or not, a few hours will probably determine. Be that as it 
may, and fhould the worft events take place, we truft that we produce a 
conviftion to the world that we deferved a better fate. 

We have the honour to be, with fincere efteem. 

Your excellency's moft obedient humble fervants, 
ANTy. WAYNE, 

His Excellency RICHd. BUTLER, 

Jofeph Reed, efq. WALTER STEWART. 

A 
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A Copy of GemralVf2iynf^*s Propofitions the Day after 
the Mutiny. 

Mount Kimble, 2d January, 1781. 

AGREEABLE to the propofition of a very great proportion of the 
worthy fbldiery laft evening, general Wayne hereby defires the non com- 
mifGoned officers and privates to appoint one man from each regiment to 
reprefent their grievances to the general, who on the facred honour of a 
gentleman and foldicr does hereby folcmnly promife to exert every power 
to obtain an immediate redrefs of thofe grievances ; and he farther plights 
that honour, that no man ihall receive the lead injury on account of the 
part they have taken on the occafion, and the perfons of thofe who may 
be appointed to fettle this affair, (hall be held facred and inviolate. 

The general hopes foon to return to camp with all his brother fbldiers, 
who took a little tour laft evening. (Signed) 

ANTHONY WAYNE, B.G. 

A copy, 

W. Stewart, Col. 

In purfuance of the within order, a fergeant from each regiment, met 
general Wayne, colonels Butler and Stewart, and mentioned the following 
grievances, viz. 

1 . Many men continued in the fervice, after the expiration of their 
inliftments. 

2. The arrearages of pay, and the depreciation, not yet made up, and 
the foldiers fuffering every extreme for want of money and cloathing. 

3. That it is very hurtful to the feelings of the foldiery to be prevented 
from difpofing of their depreciation certificates as they pleafe, without 
confulting any perfbn on the occafion. 

It is agreed on the part of the general and the colonels, that one dif- 
interefted fergeant or private from each regiment, fhall, with the com- 
manding officer of the corps, when an inliftment is difputed, determine on 
the cafe. 

A fergeant from each regiment to be appointed to carry an addrefs to 
Congrefs, backed by the general and field officers. 

The fergeants then made feveral propofitions to general Wayne, which 
with his anfwers are as follows ; 

Propofitions dated January 4, 1781, delivered to General 

Wayne. 

Propofals from the Committee of Sergeants now reprefenting the Penn- 
fylvania line, artillery, &c. 

Article i. That all and fuch men as were inlifted in the year 1776 or 
1777, and received the bounty of twenty dollars, fhall be without any 

delay 
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delay difchargcd, and all arrears of pay, depreciation of pay, be paid to 
the faid men» without any fraud, doathing included 

Art 2. Such men as were inlifted fince the year i tj-j^ and received 
the hundred and twenty dollars bounty, or any more additions, ihall be 
intituled to their difcharge at the expiration of three years from the date 
of their faid inliftments* and their full depreciadon of pay and all arrears 
of doathing. 

Art. 3. That all fuch men as belong to the different regiments as are 
inlifted of late for the war, that they receive the remainder part of their 
bounty and pay^ and all arrears of cloathing ; that they ihall return to 
their refpedlive corps, and do their duty as formerly, and no afperiion to 
be caft, and no grievances to be repeated to the faid men. 

Art. 4. Thoie fbldiers that are inlifted and receive their difcharge and 
all arrears of pay and cloathing, (hall not be compelled to (biy by any 
former officers commanding any longer time than what is agreeable to 
their own pleafure and difpofitions, of thofe that do remain for a fmall 
time as volunteers that they (hall be at their own difpofal and pleafure. 

Art. 5. As we now depend and rely upon you, general Wayne, for to 
repre(ent and repeat our grievances, we do agree in conjunction from this 
date Jan. 4. in fix days for to complete and fetde every fuch demand as 
the above four articles mention. 

Art. 6. That the whole line are adually agreed and determined to fup- 
port thefe above articles in every particular. 

Signed in conjunction. 

General Wayne having maturely confidered the foregoing propofals and 
articles prefented to him by the fergeants in behalf of themfelves, the ar- 
tillery and privates of the Pennfylvania line, thinks proper to return the 
following anfwer : 

That all fuch non commiffioned officers and foldiers as are juftly intided 
to their difcharges ihaU be immediately fetded with, their accounts pro- 
perly adjufted, and certificates for their pay, arrearages of pay and cloath- 
ing given them, agreeable to the refolution of Congrefs, and the late adi of 
the honourable aflembly of Pennfylvania, for making up the depreciadon, 
and be difcharged the fervice of the United States : 

That all fuch non commifiioned officers and privates belonging to the 
refpeftive regiments, artillery or infantry, as are not endded to their dif- 
charges, fliall be alfo fetded with, and certificates given them for their pay, 
depreciation, and cloathing, in like manner as thofe before mentioned ; 
which certificates are to be redeemable at a fhort period as the nature of 
the cafe admits, to be paid in hard cafh, or an equivalent of the current 
money of thefe ftates, and be immediately furnifhed with comfortable 
warm cloathing, they returning to their duty as worthy faithful foldiers. 

Thefe propofidons are founded on principles o^ juftice and honour, 
between the United States and the foldiery ; which is all that reafonable 

men 
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men can expedl, or that a general can promife, confident with his ftation 
and duty, and the mutual benefit of their country and the line, which he 
has had Co long the honour to command. 

If the foldiers arc determined not to let reafon and juftice govern on 
this occafion he has only to lament the fatal and unfortunate fltuation to 
which they will reduce themfelves and their country. 

(Signed) ANTHONY WAYNE. 

Commander Pennfylvania Line. 
Princeton, January 4, 1781. 

General Wayne then received the following note : 
SIR, 
WE would be glad you would inform us who thefe men are that you 
mean, that are entitled to their difcharges.— As we jointly think, that you 
don't deem the men inlifted with the bounty of twenty dollars, to be in- 
titled to their difcharges ; therefore. Sir, be pun6lual, what you fay and 
do ; as we reafonably think it is our due. (Signed) 

Committee. 
Wm. BEARNET, Sergeant 

To which General Wayne returned the following anfwer : 

Princeton, Jan. 4, 1781. 
THE queftion afked me by the committee of fergeants is one of fuch 
important confequence, and on which fo great a variety of opinions are 
given, and your not choofing to leave it to the decifion of a committee of 
yourfelves, and the colonel of the regiment, where any difpute might arife, 
agreeable) to the propofitions of yeflerday) I cannot think myfelf fully im- 
powered to decide upon the occafion ; but will immediately fend off an 
exprefs to the governor and council of the fbte of Pennfylvania, and de- 
fire a committee of that body to meet the line at Trenton, or elfewhere, 
who with myfelf and colonels Buder and Stewart, will give you a full and 
explicit anfwer. 

General Wayne afterwards received the undermentioned note : 
SIR, 
AS we know we are upon a principle of honour, juflice and right, we 
are npw as well fituated to receive any gentlemen of rank, at this poft, as 
if we were to march any further, and therefore I would not have you 
think that we cannot fetde thefe matters, by fuch a formidable body of 
men as we are : therefore fhould be glad you would be explicit in your 
expreflions, or otherways we mufl take fome meafures that will procure 
our own happinefs. 

To the above note, general Wayne, colonels Butler and Stewart would 
not reply. (Copy) 

W. Stewart, Col. 

HIS 
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HIS excellency Jofeph Reed, efqutre, Prefident. and the honourable 
brigadier general Potter of the Council of Pennfylvania. having heard the 
complaints of the foldien as reprefented by the fergeants, inform them 
that they are fully authorifed to redrefs reafonable grievances, and they 
have the fulled difpofition to make them as eafy as poflible ; for which 
end they propofe, 

Firft, That no non commiflioned officer or foldier (hall be detained 
beyond the time for which he freely and voluntarily engaged ; but where 
they appear to have been in any refpe£t compelled to enter or fign, fuch 
inliftment to be deemed void, and the foldier difcharged. 

Secondly, To fettle who are or are not bound to ftay, three perfons to 
be appointed by the prefident and the codncil, and who are to examine 
into the terms of inlidment ; where the original inlidments cannot be 
found, the foldier's oath to be admitted to prove the time and terms of 
inliftment, and the foldier to be difcharged upon his oath of the condition 
of the inliftment. 

Thirdly, Wherever any foldier has inlifted for three years or during 
the war, he is to be difcharged, unlc;fs he (hall appear afterwards to have 
reinlifted voluntarily and freely ; the gratuity of one hundred dollars given 
by Congrefs not to be reckoned as a bounty, or any man to be retained 
in con(equence of that gratuity. The commiffioners to be appointed by 
the Prefident and Council to adjuft any difficulties which may arife on 
this article alfo. 

Fourthly, The auditors to attend as foon as poffiblc, to fettle the de- 
preciation with the foldiers, and give them certificates. Their arrearages 
of pay to be made up, as foon as circumftances will admit. 

Fifthly, A pair of flioes, overalls, and (hirt will be delivered out to each 
foldier in a few days ; as they are already purchafed and ready to be (ent 
forward, whenever the line (hall be fettled. 

Thofe who are difcharged to receive the above articles at Trenton, pro- 
ducing their General's difcharge. 

The Prefident hopes that no foldier of the Pennfylvania line will break 
his bargain, or go from the contrail made with the public; and they may 
depend upon it, that the utmoft care will be taken to fumi(h them with 
every neceflary fitting for a foldier. The Prefident will recommend to 
the ftate to take fome favourable notice of thofe who engaged for the war. 

The commilfioners will attend at Trenton, where the cloathing and 
ftores will be immediately brought, and the regiments to be fettled with in 
their order. A field officer of each regiment to attend during the fettle- 
ment of his regiment. 

Purfuant to general Wayne's order of the 2d inftant, no man to be 
brought to any trial or cenfure for what has happened on or fince new- 
year's day, but all matters to be buried in oblivion. 

[N. B. The above propofals are publi(hed to redlify fome erroneous 
opinions, that in the fetdement made with the revolted foldiery, greater 

conceffions 



( 8i ) 

oonceffions were made than were neccflaiyy or would have been agreed to 
by the officers with them. Theie officers were confukod oo theie propo- 
fitions, which were approved by them. Let them be compared with thoie 
made by the ibldiers, the id Jamiary, page 77. and agreed to by the 
general and colonels, on the 4th Janitaiy, page yS, and then iee whether 
the feelings of the officers would be moft wounded, by iixting in equal 
judgment with their own privates and ieigeants, or by the mode propofed 
and purfued. 

Extras from Journals of the Aflembly. 

Saturday, June 2, 1781. A. M. 

Tke following letter from his excellency the prefidcnt of this Ihte, was 
presented to the fpeaker, and by order read, viz. 
SIR, Philadelphia, June zd, 1 78 1 . 

IT is with concern I find myfelf under the ncceffity of recalling the at- 
tention of the honourable houile, to a iubjed which I hoped would have 
been buried in oblivion. I mean the mutiny of the Pennfylvania line laft 
winter. Seeking no praiie, but as I conceive, deierving no cenfure for the 
tranfa6tion, as conducted by general Potter and myfelf, I find prejudices 
diffufed injurious, not only to our public charaders, but to the intereft 
and credit of the government. I am therefore to requeft the hode would 
be plea(ed to re-appoint a committee of inquiry, upon whofe report, the 
ienfe of the legiflature may be publicly declared : If it (hall appear that 
the wdfare of the (late, the righcs of the officers, or the more general in- 
terelt of America, have been wantonly or ignorantly facnficed, we are 
content, and it will be the duty of the houfe, to affix a mark of difappro- 
bation upon our meafures ; if otherwife, juftice and candour will, we truft, 
equally lead to juftify and approve. 

As fome gendemen who(e prefenoe may be neceilary, are about leaving 
town on public duty, I mull beg the ^vour of the houfe to expedite the 
ezecudon of my requelt if it meets with approbation. I am Sir, 

With great refped and regard, your ofaNcdient and humble (ervant, 

JOSEPH REED. 
The Hon. Frederic A. Muhlenberg, Efquire, 

Speaker of the General Aficmbly. 

On motion and by fpecial order, the faid letter was read a (eoond time, 
and being confidered it was 

Ordered, that Mr. R. Morris, Mr. Galbraith, Mr. Mifflin, Mr. J. 
Harris, and Mr. Montgomery, be a committee of inquiry, for the pur- 
poses therein exprefled. 

Monday, June nth, 1781, A« M. 

The report of the committee of inquiry, made on the eighth inftant, 

was read the fecond time, and on conlideration, agreed to as foUows, viz. 

L The 
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The committee to which the letter from his exccRencj the prefident of 
the ftate of the 2d inllanty was referred, beg leave to report. 

That all the members of the committee^ except Mr. Galbraith, were 
members of a committee, appointed by the hou(e, at their lad Atting, to 
examine into the caufes, and the confequent tranfa£tions of the mutiny of 
the Pennfylvania line, of the army of the United States ; upon which they 
reported among other things (as appears by the minutes of the houie) 
that all the engagements, or promiies made by his excellency the prefident 
of thb ftate, and general Potter, ought to be fulfilled as fbon as poffible; 
and that the houfe fhould take moft efiedbial means to enable a compliance 
therewith, that committee being perfe6tiy well fatisfied that his excellency 
the prefident and general Potter, had conduced the bufinefs, ib far as they ' 
were concerned, with great zeal and attention to their country ; and that 
general Wayne, col. Buder and col. Stuart, actuated by the fame zeal and 
attachment, had alfo done every thing in their power to bring the foldiery 
back to their duty. 

Your prefent committee, agreeable to the requeft of his excellency, 
having gone into the confideration of theic matters, in confequence of re- 
ports that have been spread through the country to his difadvantage, and 
having hear^ (everal gentlemen on the fubjed, who were witnefles to the 
whole or greateft part of thefe tranfadions, are now of opinion that his 
excellency the prefident of this ftate, and general Potter, did proceed upon 
the bufinefs aforefaid, by appointment of the honourable the fupreme ex- 
ecudve council, and alfo at the defire and fpecial requeft of general Wayne, 
cols. Buder and Stuart, as appears by their letter, dated Princeton, January 
4th, 1 78 1, that they were likewifc impowcredfo to do by Congrefs, and 
that their meafures were acquiefced in by a committee of Congrefs fent 
there for the like purpofe. And finally it is the opinion of this commit- 
tee, that his excellency the prefident of this ftate, and general Potter, did 
render on that occafion, every fcrvice to their country, that circumftances 
and the nature of the tranfadlion would admit of. 
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To the PUBLIC. 



WH E N an appeal is made to the public by 
a perfon who has intereiled himfelf in 
the affairs of America from the begin- 
ning of the prefent revolution, he has a claim to 
their attention, with refpedk to tranfa<ftions that re- 
fleft either upon his political conduct or principles 
as a patriot. 

I wi(h, moft fincerely, that all prejudices in fa- 
vor or againft General Reed, or myfelf may be laid 
afide upon the prefent occafion; and that truth 
and juftice may influence the determination of the 
public. 

The world is now in poflfeflion of General Reed's 
addrefs to me, relating to a converfation I had with 
him at Briftol, in the winter 1 776, and as it con- 
tains the groifeft refleilions upon my charafter as a 
man of veracity, and a patriot, it is incumbent on 
me to reply. 

Mankind have been much the fame, in every age, 
with refpedk to their condudk in political life. Their 
minds have been inflamed by the fame paflions, 
prejudices and refentments; and parties have gene- 
rally been fupported by complaints and reprefcnta- 
tions, which naturally grow into invedlive and 
perfonal abufe. 

From 



( 6 ) 

From thefe principles. General Reed has deduced 
thofe arguments and conclufions, which he vainly 
affedts to think will juilify him in aiferting, that my 
condudt has been influenced by motives of hatred, 
refentment, and difappointed ambition. But when 
it fhall appear, from the teftimony I have inferted 
in the following (heets, that the converfation alluded 
to, was fpoken of by me, in confidence, at a time 
when he aflerts that all former perfonal diflike was 
removed, and that " we united in confidence and 
danger at the battle of Monmouth," at a time too 
when he admits, that ** no party or prejudices ex- 
ifted (at leaft as to him) ;" the premiies, from which 
he has drawn his conclufions, mufl be removed, 
and, confequently, his arguments h\\ with them. 

If my bare afiirmative, againft his negative, was 
the only foundation on which the public were to 
found their judgment, our feveral chara<fters, in the 
article of veracity, would be fairly weighed by can- 
dor, and a verdidl given in favor of the preponde- 
rating fcale. 

If then, I had hazarded an aflertion, without 
other (the moft refpe<Slablc) teftimony to fupport it, 
the confcioufnefs of my own integrity, would have 
fuppreffed any fears, with refpeft to the public 
opinion. 

The many and hafty movements of my family 
during the prefcnt conteft, have difplaced feveral 
valuable papers relating to property as well as mili- 
tary affairs. I do not however defpair of yet find- 
ing important ones relating to this matter, that 
may feme time hence be publiftied. But what 
need is there of more than I fhall here adduce. 
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fince every prejudiced mind muft feel (if not ac- 
knowledge) the teftimony too refpedlable and pow- 
erful, to admit of apology or reply — Teftimony too, 
obtained (in many inftances) from perfons to whom 
I am fcarcely known — perfons refiding in other 
ilates, who cannot hie fuppofed to be the particular 
enemies of General Reed, or in any way connefted 
with the politics of Pennfylvania. 

Many other certificates fupporting and confirm- 
ing thofe I (hall here offer to the public, are omit- 
ted, as it is thought they will fwell the publication 
to an unneceflary fize ; and affidavits may, if re- 
quired, be obtained to all the certificates which 
appear in this pamphlet. 



M 



As the publication figned Brutus, addrejfed to 
General Reed^ containing certain ^erles. Is refer^ 
red tOy It Is thought necejfary to reprint It. 



^0 the Printer of the Independekt Gazetteer. 



SIR, 

TT is much to the honour of America^ that, in the prefcnt revolution. 
^ there have not been many inftances of defedion among officers of 
rank in the continental army. In Oliver Cromwell's time, we frequently 
fee a general fighting one day for the king, another for the parliament ; 
fo unftable and wavering were the opinion of thefe republicans. 

The corruption of the times is now become a univerfal complaint, and 
one would be almoft tempted to believe, that the former days were better 
than thefe ; that our fore-fathers were pofleflfed of greater nioral reftitude 
than the prefent generation, did not hiftory and experience convince us 
of the contrary. There is, however, oAe great evil peculiar to this age, 
that of alTuming the credit of being endowed with virtues, to which we 
are ^erfed flrangers. Cunning, addrefs and eloquence have often milled 
the honed but too credulous multitude ; and they have been taught to 
confider many a man as a patriot and a herd, whofe real charader was 
marked with nothing but deceit and treachery to his country. It is alfo 
amazing that fuch men fhould meet with the highefl fuccefs, and bear 
their bluihing honours thick upon them ; whilft modeft merit and true 
patriotifm, could neither gain the fufFrages of the people, nor the appro- 
bation of thofe who held the reins of government. 

The refledions I am now making, have, in a ftriking manner, been 
verified in this flate. I fhould be extremely forry to accufe without a jufl 
foundation, or to adduce a charge, were 1 not convinced that it is of the 
atmofl importance that the public, the people at large, fhould be enabled 
to form a right opinion of fuch men, who have been honoured or may be 
honoured, with their fuffrages, and thereby exalted to places of the highefl 
trufl and confidence 

Imprefled with this idea, and with a defign to elucidate fuch chara6lers, 
I ihall take the liberty to propofe to the public, the following queries : 

I. Was 
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1. Was not general R— d, in December 1776, (then A 1 G 1 

of the continenul army) fent by genera] Wafhington to the commanding 
officer at BriHol, with orders relative to a general attack^ intended to be 
made on the enemy's pod at Trentott, anathoie below, on the 25 th at 
night. 

2. Two or three days before the intended attack. Did not general 
R-^ fay, in converfation with the faid commanding officer, at his quar- 
ters, that our affairs looked very defperate, and that we were only making 
a facrifice of ourfelves ? 

3. Did he not alfo fay, that the time of general Howe's proclamation, 
ofiering pardon and protection to perfbns who fliould come in before the 
ift of January 1777, was nearly expired; and that Galloway, the Aliens, 
and others, had gone over and availed them/elves of the pardon and pro- 
tedion offered by the iaid proclamation ? 

4. Did not he, general R d, at the fame time fay, that he had a 

family and ought to take care of them ; and that he did not anderftand 
following the wretched remains of a broken army ? 

5. Did he not likewife fay to the faid commanding officer, that hlJ 
brother (then a colonel or lieutenant colonel of militia) was at Burlington^ 
with his family, and that he had advifed him to remain there, and if the 
enemy took poffeffion of the town, to take a protection and fwear allegiance? 

It is well for America that very few general officers have reafbned in 
this manner ; if they had, general Howe would have made an eafy con- 
quefl of the United States. And it is very obvious, that officers of high 
rank with fuch fentiments, can have no jufl pretenfions to patriotifm, or 
public virtue ; and can by no means be worthy of any poU of honour or 
place of trufl, where the liberties and interefl of the people are immc 
diately concerned. 

BRUTUS. 

Pbiladelfbia, SefL 3, 1782. 






T O 

General JOSEPH REED. 



TN the firft part of your late publication, which is no leTs ah itive^live 
^ againft me, than it is a defence of yourfelf ; you have, with fufficient art, 
infifled on my remarkably contentious, fa^ious,* and jealous fpirit, which 
fuffers no man undiAurbed to enjoy his well earned fame, a circumftance 
in my chara^ler you expeded to derive confiderable benefit from in the 
controvcrfy between us. For, this point being once gained, every fuggeP- 
tion, every article of charge againft you, which has its foundation and 
fiipport in me, would naturally be referred to thofe fierce and malignant 
paffions you have fo unfparingly beftowed on me ; and no longer reft upon 
the general credit and reputation, I truft, I have acquired and maintained^ 
But as I cannot, without injuftice to myfelf, make this conceffion to youi 
I muft declare my general tenor of conduA to have been far otherwife, — 
that in my private life, I have been at peace and harmony with all man* 
kind; and in my public, at enmity only with fuch public men as have 
difgraced their country by their vices, or injured it by their crimes. 

Wherein, until the prefent, except in a fingle inftance, have I drawn the 
public attention by attacks upon the charadler of any man, and that in- 
ftance, of an impoftor like yourfelf, who had got into a feat of honour. 
In this, it was virtue to become his accufer. 

If you rely upon jr^iErr inftance, as afibrdii^ a proof of my eageme(s for 
controverfy, it will not anfwer your purpofe. I have not brought you to 
the public bar, for whatever was the amount of your offences, I neither 
urged nor wiflied a public inquiry ; another has brought you there, and I 
appear only as a witnefs againft you, challenged and defied by yourfelf. 

This being premifed, I fhall enter upon my fubjeft, and reply to fuch 
parts of your pamphlet as refpe£t me, and therefore fpecially concern me 
to notice. 

Your 

* Here the following anecdote will afford an occafion of recriminating — When Mr^ 
Reed was proposed as a Brigadier in the army, Mr. John Adams, now our minifter in 
Holland, openly obje^ed in Congrefs to his appointment^ (aying, he was of a famous 
fpirit, and had been notorioufly inftnimental in fomenting difcords between the troops of 
tlie different fbtes. 
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Your remarb^ yoa f«y, «re, with propriety, addrefled to me, becaafe, 
though not the a£tual author, it is to me you are really indebted for the 
iniidious attempt on your reputation. 

That the public may have the mod authentic proofs of the manner in 
which I have been involved in this controveriy, I think it neceiTary here 
to infert the original letters, that pafled in the courfe of our correfpondence 
laft fall on this fubjeft 

SIR, 

I H A V E for a long time treated the anonimous abuTe which diigraces 
our public papers with the contempt it deferves. But in Ofwald's paper 
of laft Saturday, are a fet of queries iigned Brutus, in which the author 
not daring to make an open aflertion, has infitiuated that in 1776, 1 med- 
itated a defertion to the enemy. Though my (bul rifes with indignation 
at the infamous flander, I (hould treat it with fcorn if it did not leem to 
deferve fbme credit from a reference to you. Prejudiced as I know you 
are, I fhould be ibrry to fuppofe you capable of propagating fuch a fenti- 
ment, or decline the opportunity of doing juftice to my character, and in 
ibme degree your own. And this for two reaibns, firft, the grofs falsehood 
of the iniinuation, and, fecondly, to preferve a confiftency in your own 
charader, which muft fufFcr from your placing fuch confidence in me 
with rcfpedl to the military operations of that period, and permitting 
General Wafhington to do the fame after fuch a converfation as thefe 
queries fuppofe. I need make no apology in this cafe for requefting an 
immediate anfwer.— And am. Sir, 

ITour Obedient Humble ServaM^ 

JOS. REED. 

Market'ftreeU Sept, 9, 1782. 
Gen, Cadwalader, 

SIR, 
I N anfwer to your letter which I received laft evening by Mr. Ingerfol, 
relating to queries publifhed in Mr. Ofwald's paper of laft Saturday, 
figned Brutus, I can afture you (as I did Mr. Ingerfol) that I am not the 
author of that publication, nor have I publfhed one fingle word fince I 
came from Maryland relating to the politics of this ftate ; yet my char- 
after has, unprovoked been traduced by you, or fome of your friends.— 
But, Sir, I have repeatedly mentioned the fubftance of thofe queries to 
individuals immediately after the converfation alluded to happened ; and, 
fince that time, in many mixed companies. As charges of the fame na- 
ture had fbme time fince been made againft you, to which you never made 
a reply, the world, very juftly concluded they were true, efpecially as the 
rank and charafter of the perfon who made the charge (at that time) 
merited your notice. From this circumftance it occafioned an additional 
furprize that you fhould in this inftance undertake to inveftigate the mat- 
ter. 
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ter, and declare in your letter to me, that the " infinuation" was " agrofs 
falfehood," I therefore now aflert, that in a converfation with you at the 
time and place mentioned in the above publication, figned Brutus, that you 
exprefled the fubftance, and, I think, the very words contained in the 
queries. If my character for veracity wanted credit with the world, one 
or two other gentlemen could be named, who at nearly the fame time, 
heard expreffions from you which created in them fentiments unfavourable 
to your charader. You feem to indnuate that there is an incondftency in 
my condud, becaufe I afterwards repofed a confidence in you, and be- 
caufe I permitted General Wafhington to do the fame. It would have 
been very dangerous, at that critical period, to have expofcd your weak- 
nef and timidity to the militia, as fuch an example might have been at- 
tended with the mod fatal confequences to our caufe. And as your con- 
duct upon this occaiion appeared to me to proceed from want of fortitude, 
and not the bafcr motives ; — and as from the obfervations I made to you 
at the time, you feemed to refume more fpirited fentiments in converfa- 
tion, as well as from political motives, I continued to (hew an appearance 
of confidence, and concluded it beft not to mention it to the General. 
The fuccefles that foon followed, gave a happy turn to affairs ; and thus 
you (with many others) appeared to poflefs firmnefs in profperity, who 
had (hewn a want of it in times of imminent danger. 

If your condud in civil life had been fuch as could have been approved 
of, former tranfadlions might have been buried in oblivion. But when I 
fee a man endeavouring to injure the reputation of tho(c who(e principles 
and condud, from the beginning of the conteft, have been uniformly ex- 
erted to obtain thofe ends intended by the revolution ; and when he denies 
all merit to thofe who are not equaUy violent with himfelf, it is difficult 
to be (ilent 

/ tf«r. Sir, 

Tour Obedient Servant, 

JOHN CADWALADER. 

Philadelphia, loth Sept. 1782. 
Gen. Reed. 

Philadelphia, Sept. 10, 1782. 
SIR, 
AFTER waiting fome time, and being juft about to (et off" for Buck's, 
I received your letter of this morning, and am at a lofs which to admire 
moft, the depravity of your heart, or the weaknefs of your underftanding. 
Your (quoting General Arnold's teftimony to vindicate your own fal(c- 
hood, IS perfeftly confident. You (hall hear farther from me on my re- 
turn from Bucks. In the mean time I have made inquiry of Meflr. T. 
Smith and Shippen, whom you mentioned to Mr. Ingcrfol, as hearing 
from you fentiments (imilar to thofe in the queries, with a view of com- 
municating them to me, which they never did, becaufe they deny the leaft 

recoUedion 
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recoDeffion of an^r fixrh mformadony which ixraft have been too flrikii^to 
them, and incerefting to me, to have pafled unnoticed. Your talent for 
invention is alfb difplayed on this occafion, moft probably. 

Whatever you may fuppofe, (everal of my friends well know, that I 
have been anxious to trace fome looie reports that I had heard, which 
your refidence in Maryland, and the improbability of your (aying fuch 
things had induced me to negle^. 

As to your inftnuation of my writing againft you in the news-papers, 
or its being done with my privity, it is equally groundleis with all the reft. 
I have not wrote in the news-papers for a long time, nor at any time in 
my life refpedKng you. 

lam. Sir, 

T9ur very Humble Servant, 
Gen. Cadwalader. JOS. REED. 

To General REED. 
SIR 

I SHALL male no reply, at this time, to the exprei&ons con- 
tained in your letter of the loth infl. but as you inform me that you are 
on the point of fetting off for Bucb, I do not think it incumbent cm me 
to remain here until you return, efpecially as I informed Mr. Ingerfol, 
that I intended leaving town as foon as the dud was laid, and wiihed yoa 
to take your meafures as foon as poffible, as I fhould make my arrange^ 
mencs accordingly. Some of my fervants are gone, and I have every 
thing packed up ; it will therefore be very inconvenient to detain my 
family^ as you do not mention when you purpofe retumii^ As you fay 
I fhall hear from you on your return from Bucb, I mufl inform you that 
the pod leaves this city for the Eaftern fliore every Wednefday, at three 
o'clock ; be pleafed to dire£l to me in Kent county, Maryland, to be left 
at Stewart's. You ihall have my anfwer by the return of the poft, or, if 
necefiary, I fhall attend in perfbn, for further inveftigatbn. 
/ am. Sir, 

Tour Obedient Servant, 

JOHN CADWALADER. 
Fhikdelpbia, \zth Sept. 1782. 

SIR, 
Mr. CLYMER delivered me your letter of the ladi inltant. Your 
fudden departure from this city was indeed unexpe^led — your declaration 
to Mr. Ingeribl not implying it to be fb very foon, * and I fhould have 

fuppoied 

* When Mr. Ingerfol wnted on me with General Reed*8 Mi letter 9th September 
laft, I mentioiied to him the fitmdon of my iamily, and the necefihy of my leaving 
the city. — Thia has. bees oadidly lelatcd by Mr. Ingerfol to Mr. Rctd^ aa. appears by 

the 
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fuppofed that my letter of tl^e loth would had fome weight to protra£i 
your journey. Before I received your's of the loth, I had prepared a 
ihiall publication, which the receipt of your letter did not influence me to 
alter or delay — as no fignature could change the nature of things and 
make falfehood truth or truth falfehood. Having there declared the in- 
finuation in Ofwald's paper of the 7di inflant to be falfe, I now apply die 
fame epithet to your avowal of them, and am forry, thoi^h not furprized, 
that your violence of temper (hould have occafioned fuch a deviation from 
the line of veracity fo eflential to the charader of a gendeman. 

I am already poflefled of fundry authentic documents ; a few days will 
complete them, not to ihew my innocence, the improbability of your 
charge, and inconfiftency of your own conduct, making that unncceflary, 
but to (hew to what lengths a rancorous heart, puffed up by fudden and 
accidental wealth, can pufh a man of weak judgment and ungovernable 
paiHons. 

I need not give you my addrefs, thoi^h I think it incumbent on me to 
. aflure you, that if by inveiligation you mean a perfbnal interview, I will 
endeavour to make it as convenient as poffible, and will (horten the dif- 
tance between us. 

/ am. Sir, 

Tour obidiegt bumble Servant, 

Pbiladelpbia, z^d Sept. 1 782. JOS. REED. 

Gen. CadtoaUder. 

Maryland, ^otb Seft. 1782. 
SIR, 

I RECEIVED yours of the 23d inft. by the poft. From the 
ftile of your iirft letter (9th Sept,) in wluch you required an ** immedi- 
ate anfwer," I fully ezpeded an immediate interview. As you declined 

the 

the follo^ng eztrad from hit letter, in anfwer to mine of the 7th March, on this 
fubjea. 

Extras from Mr, IngtrJoVt letter^ dated Phila, %tb Marc A, 1783. 

<< T H £ converfadon that palled I reported with candor, and I believe with preci- 
** fion, but ftill fuppofed that the reply from Gen. Reed would be founded entirely 
** upon your anfwer. — Your declaration with refpe£fc to your intention of leaving town, 
*^ I think I can repeat in nearly the words in which you expreiied yourfelf. 

** After difcourfing upon the iiibje^ of the letter I had put into your hands, you 
•^ mentioned to me that your furniture was packed up to go to Maryland, that you had 
** been waiting for rain to lay the dufi^ and that if any thing was to come of this bufi- 
** nefs at mufl he fpeedi/y, 

^ I endeavour to give the vfords, ufed-*>I certainly do not deviate from the purport 
** of what was faid.** 

This is not the leaft of the many mifreprefentations in which Mr. Reed is convid- 
ed in the courie of my reply. 

N 
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the interview I propofed through Mr. Inger^, and left town the next 
morning, without ikying when you purpoied returning, and having deter- 
mined not to ** alter or delay*' the ** fmall puUication/ which you ** had 
prepared before the receipt of my firft letter," I am at a loTs to know 
what could have occafioned your furprize at mv departure before your 
return from Bucb, after having promiied to the public the moil hitif- 
faftory proofs, that no fuch converiation, as alluded lo in the queries, 
ever pafled, it was reafonable to allow you ibme time to prepare your 
•* authentic documents."— Your kil letter (23d Sept.) informs, that they 
were not then compleated. And could you reaibnaUy expert, tluit I ihould 
have remained in town till this is compleated ? or could you fuppofe, I 
would fufier your publication, worked up as it no doubt will be with all 
die cunning and miirepreientadon you are mailer of, to pafs unanfwered. 
As you have protra6led thb afiair by your engagement to the public, I 
ihall not put it in the power of accident to deprive me of an opportunity 
of laying the fa^ I am poflefled of, open to public view. The queiKon 
will then be, whether what I have avowed is true ? My wealth, judg- 
ment, or paifions can have no influence either way widi impartial men. 
My own chandler, the charader of others concerned, and all the circum- 
ilances combined, will determine the judgment of the public. This buii- 
nefs being ended, an interview may reaibnably be expelled. 
/ am 9 Sir, 

Y9wr Hnmhie Servant, 

JOHN CADWALADER. 
General Reed, Philadelphia, 

Having for feveral years given over every ezpe6lation of ieeing thoie 
changes made in the conilitution of Pennfylvania, which I have ever 
thought neceflary to iecure that happinefs and liberty intended by the re- 
volution, I retired, and have never iince even exprefled my fentiments 
concerning the politics of this ilate, except among my particular friends. 

Your vexadous adminiftradon hath fumiihed an example to what a 
dangerous length the authority of government may be carried under fuch 
a conilitution. 

The particular circumilances of my family made it neceflary to fpend 
a few months in this city lail fummer, without an intention of taking up 
my reiidence here till the concluiion of the war ; and though I never in- 
terfered in politics here, except among my particular friends, I was attacked 
in the public papers by a paxty blindly devoted to you and your meafures ; 
I made no reply, from a coniidence that fuch indmadons could not injure 
me with thoie whoie good opinion I regarded. But whether a Friend 
publiihed the piece, iigncd Brutus, in the mere fpirit of retaliation, or 
whether it was calculated for political purpoies at the lail election, let the 
author determine. The converfation alluded to in the queries, was known 

to 
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to many long before that period ; among whom were fome of your friends, 
in proof of which, I offer Mr. Prior's certificate.* 

Having mentioned the converfation pubiich^^ thofe who heard it were 
certainly at liberty to make what ufe of it they thought proper. 

Being intruded with the command of the militia, and a New-England 
brigade, which lay at Briftol, in December 1776, 1 had permiffion, from 
the commander in chief, to make an attack on the enemy, wherever I 
thought it could be done with fuccefs ; I was prepared, on the evening of 
the 2 2d December, to attempt the enemy's poft above the Black Horfe, 
with feven hundred men, and, about nine or ten o'clock, P. M. I re- 
ceived a letter from the General, requeuing, if the enterprize was not 
too far advanced, to lay it afide, as he intended a general attack on the 
enemy's pods in the courie of a few days. From this circumftance it 
appears that the General gave me the information relating to the intended 
attack the evening before you received his letter of the 13d December, 
in which the precife time was fixed. As he knew my intendon to 
command the party myfelf, and therefore I might not be at Briftol the 
next day, this will account for his letter of the 23d being dire^ied to 
jrou. But here you mean to convey an idea that a preference in this 
communication, was intended to you ; though he had given me, in effeft, 
the fame information the evening before. This, too, you adduce as a 
proof of the General's ** unbounded confidence in you ;" and you fay you 
were fent by General Wafliington, for the " exprefs purpofe of affifting 
me," and, ** whatever my abilities were, that I had lefs experience of 
*• adlual fervice than you had :— -That you were received with cool civility 
•' and few marks of private attention," — though you acknowledged, 
*' that I) at the fame time, confulted you without referve on our military 
** affairs." I will admit that your opportunities of acquiring experience, 
were greater than mine, and confidering the extenfive command I then 
had, (which was in number nearly equal to the force under the immediate 
command of General Wafhington) I fhould have thought it no refledion 
on my abilities, nor would it have hurt my feelings, if an officer of fupe- 
rior abilities and rank, had been fent to take the command — or even an 
inferior officer to affift me. But whether your appointment was of the 
mere motion of the commander in chief, or at your inftance (for affifting 
. ine, or other pnrpofes) may, at leaft, become a fueftion. 

That 

* Being called upon by Gen. Cadwaladcr to recoiled the convetfadon we had at the 
Coflee Houfe, in the £ill of the year ieventy-eight, when he related what had pafled 
between him and Mr. Reed, at Briftol, I remember the fubjed corroborates with thofe 
qaeries I have fince feen publiflied in Mr. Ofwald*8 paper of the 7th September, 1782. 
I likewife remember giving him a hint that fbme of Mr. Reed*s friends were prefent, 
on which he repeated what he had related before, and then addrelTed himfelf to the 
Gentlemen, and informed them, if any of Mr. Reed*s friends were prefent, they were 
«t liberty to make what ufe they pleaied of it. 

TJIOMAS PRYOR. 

PkiladelplAay March 8, 1783. 
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That I received you with '* cool civility and very few marks of private 
attention," I do not remember ; but to give what you mean to convey its 
full force, I will not hefitate to acknowledge it in its fulleft extent — as you 
have granted that I '' confulted without referve, on our military affairs.^ 
In thh inftance the world will do me juflice, as it appears that I did not 
fuScr perfonal diflike to imerfere with public duty. 

Though the world have litde to do with the caufes of private animofi- 
ties, I fhall think my (elf perfedly excufeable here, to (ay a few words ofi 
this fubjed, as you have afligned caufes for the interruption of our ind- 
macy different from the true ones ^-^-and with a view of creating preju- 
dices ag^infl roe. 

I acknowledge that fuch indmacy fubfifted between ui in early life, and 
you malignantly date its ** diflblution" at the time of my fudden acceflion 
of fortune, as owing thereto.— If I were to admit that you could properly 
dale this breach from the moment you mendon ; I flatter myfelf you would 
find k very difficult to perfuade thofe who know me to believe that to 
be the true caufe. — But this was not really the faft. The unworthy mea- 
futes you took to evade the payment (till compelled by a judgment of the 
court) of Mr. Porter's order on you in favour of my brother and myfelf, 
which you had accepted, (to be paid out of a bond affigned by faid Porter 
to you in tnifl) was the true modve of that diflbludon you complain of. 
If you turn to the records of the court, or review the correfpondence with 
my brother on that fubjedl, you muft blufh at fuch a fubterfuge. — ^From 
ti?/jt time, and owing thereto, I avoided your company. — ^I could here 
make the proper refleflions with refpeft to your veracity and integrity ; 
but the world will do you juflice. 

The critical fituation of our affairs in the winter 1776 Is well known to 
every inhabitant of the United States ; — but thofe, only, who were at that 
time in the fields can have a true idea of the circimiffances which often 
threatened the diffblution of the militia. My fituation gave me better 
opportunities of knowing the feelings atid temper of both officers and pri- 
vates than any other perfon | and the happy expedients nfed, on feveral 
occafions to prevent their going home in a body, are well known to many 
officers whom I then had the honour to command. 

The firfl information we had of the capture of General Lee, was re- 
ceived by a flag which arrived at my quarters. To determine whether 
ihh was a misfortune or an advantage to the caufe of America^ is at this 
time immaterial.— It was then, however, generally thought a matter of 
great magnitude, in the Britifh as well as in the American camp. The 
effcd it had on our army, is well remembered by thofe who were pre- 
{^ni, but particularly on the militia. 

That men attached to a caufe upon principle fhould perfevere in a prof^ 
pcro us fituation of affairs, is not uncommon. — We were, at that time, 
fcpa rated from our enemies only by a river which we expeded every day 
might be paflable on the ice — gready inferior in number, and difcipline, 

and 
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and almoll deftitute of every thing neceflary even for defence. Add to 
this a proclamation of General Howe, offering pardon and protection to 
thofe who ihould fubmit, and fwear allegiance before the firft of January 
1777, and this time nearly expired. I fay, under fuch circumftances, 
it would be wonderful indeed if no officer of the army funk under the 
appreheniion of tho(e dangers that threatened him. That there were 
more than your/elf 1 well biow, whofe expreilions difcovered a timidity 
unworthy an officer and a patriot ;• — ^who, notwithftanding, from the well- 
timed and fpirited remonftrances from their friends, were induced to aflume 
a firmer tone of behaviour, and have fince rendered their country con- 
fiderable fcrvices. 

Havii^ fully (lated the temper of men's minds at this alarming period, 
and the fituation of public affairs ; I fhall now recite the converfation, 
and circumffances, relating thereto, which I have avowed in my letter to 
you of the loth September, as having pafled between us at Briflol. 

I had occafion to {peak with you, a few days before the intended at- 
tack on the 26th December, 1 776, and requefted you to retire with me 
to a private room at my quarters — the bufinefs related to intelligence — a 
general converfation, however, foon took place concerning the flate of 
public affairs, and after running over a number of topics ; — ^in an agony of 
mind, and defpair ftrongly exprefled in your countenance, and tone of 
voice, you {poke your appreheniions concerning the event of the conteft ; 
that our affairs looked very defperate and we were only making a facri- 
fice of ourfelves ; — that the dme of General Howe's offering pardon and 
protection to perfons who fhould come in before the ifl January, 1777, 
was nearly expired ; and that Galloway, the Aliens, and others, had gone 
over and availed themfelves of that pardon and protection offered by the 
faid proclamation ; — that you had a family and ought to take care of them, 
and that you did not underftand following the wretched remains (or rem- 
nants) of a broken army ; that your brother, (then Colonel or Lieutenant 
Colonel of the milida — but you fay of the live month's men, which is not 
material) was then at Burlington with his family, and that you had advifed 
him to remain there, and if the enemy took pofTeffion of the town to take 
a protection and fwear alle^ance, and in fo doing he would be perfeCtiy 
juffifiable. 

This was the fubflance, and I think nearly the very words ; but that 
** yoA did n9t underftand following the wretched remains (or remnants) of 
a broken armj*^ I perfeCtiy remember to be the very words you ex- 
preffed. 

That our fituation was critical, and the dangers that threatened us great, 
were univerfally acknowledged ; but I was aftonifhed to hear fuch ex- 
preffions from the Adjutant General of the army, as your conduCl had 
been approved by report ; — for, your good behaviour was not perfonally 
known to me. Judging from appearances, and from all circumfhinces at 

the 
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the time, I imputed tKefe fendments ftUtf to timidity ; tod therefore to 
ionic your fedingSy and give new vigour to a mind weakened by fear, I 
recalled to your memory your former public profeffions and condud, and 
endeavoured to paint, in the (Irongeft colours, the fatal coniequences that 
would enfue from fuch an example, particularly to the militia ; that if 
officers (more efpeciallv one in your (btion) difcovered a want of firm- 
neis, we could not reafonably ezpe^k private fpldien to remain in the field \ 
and added that as I was commanding officer there, I (hould not pafs over 
fuch ezpreffions in future ;*-appearing to be invigorated by thefe remon* 
ftrances, your fubfequent converfation induced me to hope from vou a 
more honorable refolution. The immediate turn in our affairs connrmed 
this hope. I had, befides, at the moment a ftill ftronger difliiailve. I 
forefaw, that an *' arreft," or diicovery on my part, would produce all the 
bad effiidb naturally to be apprehended from a^bnl defertion ; I mean 
with refpe6i to the difcouragement, which fuch an example would have 
caufed in the army, but particularly in the militia ; and efpcdally as, at 
that time the militia were aflembling at Philadelphia under General Put- 
nam, from every part of the country, influenced by the example of the 
city tro(^, as well as by a fenfe o'i dai^r and duty. If, then, the dty 
militia had dilbanded, no per(bn can hefitaie to determine what would 
have been the fate of thofe from the country. 

The reafons of my concealing it from the general were, that nothing 
but an arreft, on his part, could have prevented the execution of this plan 
of deierdon, and the bad coniequences enfutng from it, the betraying of 
fecrets ; and fuch arreft would have wrought the 9tber ill confequences I 
have (poken of. — ^En this dilemma I ufed a difcretion which I coniidered 
moil advantageous to my country ; and trufled to my hopes, that fo im- 
portant an event as your defedlion would not happen, and thus avoided 
the immeMate and artain Evil. And beftdes, I have in every ftage of 
the war fhewn a difpoiition to overlook political weakneiles, conceiving 
that every man we could reuin in the fervice an acquifltion, tending to 
draw forth the whole ilrength and abilities of my country againfb the 
common enemy. 

That the converfation alluded to is a new tale, deviied in the malig- 
nancy of party, has been aflerted by you ; and on this ailertion is fonnd«l 
many of your ftrongeft concluiions in favor of your own innocence. But 
what muft the world think of your effrontery when they read die follow- 
ing letter o( Col. Alexander Hamilton, who was then aid de camp to the 
commander in chief, and now a delegate in Congrefs, whofe condu^ and 
chara£ier are well known, and approved by the cidaxns of every ilate in 
the union ; — a Gendeman who^ beii^ a refident of the (late of New York, 
cannot be fuppofed in any manner concerned in the policies of Penniyl- 
vania. 

Fbiladelpbie, 
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PbiUdeipbia, lAtb Manb, 1783. 
DEAR SIRi 

THOUGH diiagreeable to appear in any manner in a perfonal 
dffpme ; yet I cannot in jufticc to you refufe to comply with the requefl 
contained in your note. I have delayed anfweringit to endeavour to recol- 
le6l with more preciiion, the time, place, and circumftances of the con- 
veriation to which you allude. I cannot^ however, remember with cer- 
tain^ more than this ; that fome time in the campaign of feventy feven, 
at head-quarters, in this ftate, you mentioned to me and fbme other Gen- 
tlemen of General Waihington's Bimily, in a confidential way, that at 
fbme period in feventy-fix, I think after the American army crofled the 
Delaware in its retreat, Mr. Reed had fpoken to you in terms of great de- 
fpondency refpeding the American a&irs, and had intimated, that he 
thought it time for gendemen to take care of themfelves, and that it was 
tmwife any longer to follow the fortunes of a ruined cauie, or fomething 
of a fimilar import. It runs in my mind that the expreflions you declared 
to have been made uie of, by Mr. Reed, were — that he thought he ought 
no longer to ^'rifque his life and fortune widi the ihattered remains of a 
broken army,'* but it is the part of candour to obferve, that I am not able 
to diftinguiifa with certainty, whether the lecolledion I have of thefe words 
arifes from the ftrong impreffion made by your declaration at the time, or 
from having heard them more than once repeated within a year paft 
/ am. Dear Sir, with great efteem^ 

Your ebedient Jervant, 
To General Cadtoalader. A. Hamulton. 

At the time I communicated the contents of Colonel Hamilton's cerdfi- 
cate to him in confidence, it appears by your own acknowledgment that^ 
" no party or prejudices exifted (at lead as to you'*) ; — f *' the intercourfe 
*' arifing from thefe mingled duties and fervices which were continued 
" until the army went into winter quarters at the Valley-Forge, foon 
** did away the coolnefs which had for fome years fubfifted, and in 
" no fmall degree revived our former habits of friendfhip j" — % ** but it 
'* was our lot to meet again a few days before the batde of Monmouth ; 
** here we were again united in confidence and danger. After the batde, 
** we left the army together, and that period clofed our friendly inter- 
** courfe forever." — ^From thefe (your expreffions) you affedt to believe, 
and with the world to think, that our former friendfhip was reflored. It 
was not fo, I cannot call it friendfhip. The tranfadion I have mentioned, 
occafioned the diflblution of that intimacy contradted in early life, which 
but little accorded with my notions of perfed integrity. From that time, 
and owing, fblely, to that caufe, I took the refolution to avoid your com- 
pany as a private gentleman, and which I conflandy adhered to. Meet- 
ing in the army, where we ferved mofl of the time in die character of 

volunteers^ 

* See Gen. Reed*8 addrefs to the public, f Page 25. % Page 27. 
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volunteers, I did not think it right to fuficr former diflikes to interrupt 
the duties and fervices required of us by the Commander in Chief, fb 
neceflary for mutual and general iafety. If^ then, my diilike to you did 
not proceed from fuch modves as fometimes induce men to feek for op- 
portunities of gratifying their refentments, for what purpofe could I have 
invented fuch a " tale ^* or if my refentment was fiich as you reprefent, 
why did I not gradfy it by making it public inunediately ?-"at that time my 
mind could not have been '* inflamed by party"— bccaufe you admit that 
no parties then exifled (*' at lead as to you") ; nor could my ambidon 
have been difappointed, — becaufe, being commanding officer of* the Penn- 
fylvania milida, the Council of Safety (who then held the powers of 
government) could not gratify me further. I could not have *' mifbken a 
converfation with fome other perfon," becaufe, there was not that *' dif- 
tance of time'* which you fuppofe ; — nor can it be conceived, by the moft 
credulous, to be ** fome jocular expreffion," becauie, the iituadon of affairs 
rather fupprefled than excited, in you, the appearance of mirth. Having 
mentioned this converfadon long before parties formed here ; it muft ap- 
pear, to every impartial perfon, that it could not have been the mere in- 
vention of my own " brain," fuggefted in the fpirit of party ; — and it is 
(till more abfurd to fuppofe that I could have forefeen that you, who then 
thought as I did concerning the eflential objedions to the cbnftitution of 
Pennfylvania, fhould refiife the appointment of Chief Juftice, becaufe you 
could not in confcience take the oath of office ; — that Mr. Wharton (the 
firft Preiident) fhould die,— and yet, that you fhould afterwards accept 
the chair of government. It is, however, inconteflably proved that the 
converfadon, alluded to, was fpoken of by me, at an early period, and 
long before your appointment to the chair of government, and yet you 
fay — " the profecution of General Arnold, I have no doubt, gave rife to 
it" If I was to leave it to your ingenuity to explain to the world my 
motives for inventing fuch a ** tale"— to what purpofes could you poffibly 
impute my defign ? — ^It could not be to gratify my refentment for the in- 
jury you attempted upon my property, becaufe I did not then make it 
. pu'blic ; — ^it could not be occasioned by any perfonal offence taken in the 
year 1777 (when I privately mentioned it to Col. Hamilton), becaufe, 
you contend that our "former habits of friendfhip" were revived, and 
acknowledge that I never made it public for feveral years afterwards. — 
Here then, the man of humanity may afk me — why did you at fo late a 
date, publicly, mention a circumflance injurious to General Reed's repu- 
tation, as Adjutant General of the army, and a patriot, which after-fervices 
ought to have configned to oblivion ? — ^The queflion is a natural one, and 
I will give it an anfwer. The firfl occafion of my mentioning this mat- 
ter, publicly, was this; fbon after our return to the city in the year 1778, 
among the vidtims feleded for public examples, there was a young gende- 
man with whom I had formed an intimacy in early life. I confidered 
him, as he was by many (and his acquttal jufliiied the opinion) as un- 

jufUy 
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jnftly perieaited ; but Genenl Reed who had refained his origliuil pit>- 
feffion voluntarihf aided the proiecution, and with all the force of deck* 
mation laboured to inflame hb judges and jury againft him. It was then, 
recolledting how near he once appeared to the commiffion of the fame 
offence wMch he charged upon the other, or at leafb to a defection from 
the caufe, that my indignation broke out at the trial ; faying to thofe around 
me, that ** it argved the extremity 0feffrviterj and bafene/s in tne moM /# 
^^furfue another to death for taking a ftep, which his nonfoot had been once 
*' raifed to take.** — *This was anterior to his elevation to the Prefidency, 
and whilft his powers of doii^ mifchief, were he fo inclined, were cir- 
cumfcribed by the narrownefs of his fphere of a^on — at fuch a time, 
codd I think his lofs of fame fo eflential to the public good, or, if he will, 
to the purposes of party, as to be willing to attempt it, at the ezpence of 
my private veracity, my honour, and confcience. 

The inconfiftency of fuch ofteniible condu^, and the bafeneis of a 
meditated defedion, is not irreconcilable to thofe who have had opportu- 
nities of knowing that he is not incapable of fuch vafl extremes — who have 
feen him at the bar of the Aflembly, he himfeif difqualified, by non com- 
pliance with the tefl-laws, as fince fliUy appears by a late publicadon 
figned Sidney, unblufhingly attempt to (et afide the famous Chefter elec- 
tion, upon the fuggeftion of its having been carried by eledlors difqualified 
from the like drcumfbince. 

It is thus I would have anfwered the queftion, why I have mendoned, 
publicly, your meditated defection, and I truft that fuch provocation 
merited thofe refledUons, which might otherwife have remained in my 
own breaft. 

The objedion to the force of my fingle tefUmony thus obviated, did no 
other offer to corroborate it, I fhould not hefitate to fubmit it, under fuch 
drcumfhmces,- to the judgment of the public ; refUng their determination 
upon the credit of my veracity againd yours* Having fupported an un- 
blemifhed charader, I dare defy any perfon to produce an infbnce where 
I have even been fufpeded of an untruth, or of a bafe or difhonourable 

adtion. 

* As a proofof my having made this declaration, and the occafion of it, I ofier the 
ibllo^ng letter. 

Dkak Su, 
I HAVE at your reqneft charged mj recolledion with what fell from you in the 
hearing of myfelf and feveral othen at the trial o( Mr. William Hamilton, on the fub- 
jed of Mr. Reed, who affifted the profecution ; it was in terms to this efiedi, — ^that it 
indicated the extremity of bafeneis in him to attempt to deftroy another for taking the 
Tcxy ftep he had once lifted his own foot to take. — This at the inftant made the 
deeper impreffion on me, as having never till then, though living in the clofeft inti- 
macy, heard you drop the moft diftant hint of any intended defection of Mr. Reed, of 
which I myfelf had no fufpicion. 

Your kumbU Servant^ 
March a, 1783. GEORGE CLYMER. 

General Cadwalader. 

o 
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a6Uon, Confciotu of the truth of what I have aflerted, I have no fears 
that my conduct will ever '' diihonour me with the wife and virtuous.*' 

The reafons I have ailigned for the diflblution of our intimacy^ ante- 
cedent to the war, will afford a better proof of your ingenuity than your 
integrity ; and further, (with re(pe6l to your veraci^) if any other in- 
ftance is neceflary, let me add one which happened at camp (at head* 
quarters) in the year 1777, foon after the battle of Germantown, when, 
in my hearing, and in the prefence of three officers of the firft rank in the 
army, you were charged to your face with a falfehood, and which was 
fully proved the next day by the general officer who made the charge. 

And, now, before I introduce the concurrent teftimony in iupport of 
my aflertion, I fhall take but a momentary nodce here, of thofe difrefped- 
fiil expreffions with which you have decorated your pamphlet. Weaknefs 
of head is an accufation of a kind which it would equally puzzle the fool 
and the wife to reply to ; but againft that of badnefs of heart my known 
tenor of condud, in private and public life, mufl be my defence ; if that 
fails, it will be needlefs in me to fet up any other. 

But if even prejudiced men fhould (till doubt the truth of my aflertion, 
with refpedt to the converfadon alluded to in the above reprefentation, 
every doubt mufl be removed upon reading the following certificates. 

Hermitage, ^th O^a. 1782. 
DEAR GENERAL, 

IN the winter 1776, after we had crofled the Delaware, General 
Reed, in converfation with me, (aid, that he and feveral others of my 
friends were furprized at feeing me there. I told him I did not under* 
fland fuch a converfadon, that as I had engaged in the caufe from princi- 
ple, I was determined to fhare the fete of my country ; to which he made 
no reply, and the converfation ended. As I had the honour of com- 
manding the milida of New Jerfey, both duty and inclination led me to 
ufe every exertion in fupport of a caufe I had engaged in from the purefl 
motives. I was really much furprized at General Reed's manner, con- 
fidering the fladon he then adled in, and his reputation as a patriot ; but 
I confidercd it as the effc£l of defpondency from the then gloomy pro- 
fjped of our affairs. ^ 

Thb I mentioned to feveral of my friends at the time, who all viewed 
it in the fame point of light. 

/ am, dear General, yours, 

P.DICKINSON. 

General Cadwalader. 

I DO hereby certify, that in December, 1776, while the militia lay at 
Briflol, General Reed, to the befl of my recolleftion and belief, upon my 
enquiring the news, and what he tho't of our affairs in general, faid, that 
appearances were very gloomy and unfavourable ; — that he was fearful, or^ 

apprehenfive. 
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apprehehiivey the bufioefs was nearly fettled ; ^r, the game almoft up» or 
words to the fame eiFed* That thefe fentiments appeared to me very ex- 
traordinary and dangerous, as I conceired, they would, at that time, have 
a very bad tendency, if publicly known to be the fentiments of General 
Reed, who then held an appointment in the army of the iirft confe- 
quence. 

JOHN NIXON. 
Pbiladelpbia, Mar<b 12, 1783, 

A FEW days before the battle of Trenton, on the 26th of December 
1776, I rode with Mr. Reed from Briftol to Head-Quarters near New- 
Town. — In the couHe of our ride our converfation turned upon public 
affairs, when Mr. Reed ezprefled himfelf in the manner following. 

He fpokc with great rcfpedt of the bravery of the Bridih troops, and 
with great contempt of the cowardice of the American, and more efpe- 
cially of the New-England troops. So great was the terror infpired by 
the Bridfh fbldiers into the minds of our men that he (aid when a Bridih 
foldier was brought as a prifbner to our camp, our foldiers viewed him at 
a diflance as a fuperior kind of being. 

Upon my lamenting to him the fuppoied defe6Uon of Mr. Dickinfon, 
who it was unjuftly faid had deierted his country, he uied the following 
words : ** Damn him — ^I wifli the Devil had him when he wrote the 
farmer's letters. He has began an oppofition to Great-Britain which we 
have not ilrength to finifh.** 

' Upon my lamenting that a gendeman of his acqaintance had fubmitted 
to the enemy, he faid, ** that he had aded properly, and that a man who 
had a family did right to take that care of them." 

The whole of his converfadon upon the fubjed of our affairs indicated 
a great defpair of the American caufe. 

Upon my going to Baldmore to take my feat in Congrefs, the latter 
end of January, 1 mentioned the above converfadon to my brother. I 
likewife mendoned it to the hon. John Adams, Efq. with whom I then 
lived in intimacy, a day or two after his return from Boffon to Congrefs. 
I did not mention it with a view of injuring Mr. Reed, for I dill refped- 
ed him, efpecially as I then believed that the vidory at Trenton had re- 
ffored the tone of his mind, and diflipated his fears, but to (hew Mr. 
Adams an infbince of a man pofleffing and exercifing a military fpirit and 
activity and yet deficient in political fordtude. To which I well remem- 
ber Mr. Adams replied in the following words, ** The powers of the 
human mind are combined together in an infinite varietv of ways." 

BENJAMIN RUSH. 

Phikdelpbiay March 3, 1783. 

I went with the Congrefs to Baldmore in Dec. 1 776. — On the arrival 
of ray brother there a few weeks afterwards, I called to fee him, at the 
houfe of a Mrs. Orrick where he then lodged. To the beft of my recol- 
lection 
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ledtion Mr. Clerk and Dr. Witherfpoon, delegates from Ncw-Jcrfcy, were 
in tl^e room with him. The two former after fome time withdrew and 
my brother then mendoned die conTerfadon as related by him above. 
He informed me alfo of fome 0tber converfatbn which pafled between 
Mr, Reed and him which it is not necefiary at prefent to repeat. 

JACOB RUSH, 
PbUadelpbia^ March 3, 1783. 

JOSEPH ELLIS, a colonel of a regiment of milida in the coanty of 
Gloucefter and ftate of New Jeriey, doth hereby cerdfy, that, upon the 
retreat of a body of milida from before count Donop in the neighbour- 
hood of Mount HoUy, in Burlington county, in the month of December 
1776, he met widi Charles Pettit, Efq. then Secretary of the jaid ftate — 
that a converfation enfued between them, refpe6ting the iituation of the 
public difpute at that period— diat Mr. Petdt in faid converfation repre- 
senting that our affairs were defperate. Col. EUis endeavoured to difiuade 
him from fuch an opinion — when Mr. Petdt replyed — *' what hurts me 
more than all is my brother in law. General Reed, has (or I believe he 
has) given up the conteft." That a good deal more pafled between Mr. 
Petdt and Col. Ellis during the faid converiadon, but omitted here as 
being thought imnecefl^ary. JOS. ELLIS, 

Woodbury^ March 9, 1783. 

I do hereby certify that I was prefent at the converfadon alluded to 
above, that although I cannot recolle£t the exprefs words made ufe of in 
the faid converfadon, yet fuch converfadon did take place, and that the 
iubflance of it anfwers to the certificate of Col. Ellis. 

FRANKLIN DAVENPORT. 

Woodbury, March 9, 1783. 

Thefe are to certify, that in December 1776 and January 1777 I the 
fubfcriber was Major of the fecond battalion of Philadelphia militia, 
whereof John Bayard was Colonel, and then lay at Briflol, and part of 
the time oppofile Trenton on the Pennfylvania fide. — ^That while we lay 
at Briflol, Jofeph Reed, Efq. joined us, that during his being there and 
near Trenton he often went out for intelligence, as Col. Bayard told me, 
over to Burlington, in which place the enemy frequendy were, that being 
abfent frequendy all day and all night, I as frequendy enquired what could 
become of Gen. Reed. Col. Bayard often anfwered me, he feared, he 
had left us and gone over to the enemy. One time in particular, being 
abfent two days and two nights, if not three nights. Col. Bayard came to 
me with great concern, and faid, he was fully perfuaded Gen. Reed was 
gone to join the enemy and make his peace. I alked how he could pof- 
fibly think fo of a man who had taken fo early a part and had aded 
fleadily. He replyed, he was perfuaded it was {6y for he knew the Gen- 
eral thought it was all over and that we could not fUnd againft the enemy, 

and 
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and at the fame tiine wept much. I endeavoured all I could to drive 
fuch notions from him, but he was fo fully perfuaded that he had left us 
and gone over to the enemy, that arguing about the matter was only lois 
of time — Col. Bayard often making mention, that he knew his fentiments 
much better than I did. After being abfent two or three nights Gen. Reed 
returned and I never faw more joy ezprefled than was by CoL Bayard ; he 
declaring to me he was glad Gen. Reed was returned, for he was fully 
convinced, in his own mind, that he was gone over to the enemy. 

Wii. BRADFORD. 
Manwr ofMoreland^ Pbiladelpbia 
County, March 15, 1783. 

Philadelpbiay a^b Marcb, 1783. 
HAVING been called on by General Cadwalader refpeding a report 
which has been propagated refpeding Mr. Joieph Reed*-I declare on my 
honour the circumflances are as follows. 

In the ipring of 1780 I obtained permiffion for an interview with my 
brother at Elizabeth Town. In the courie of converiation one day, he 
happened to mention, that there were men among us who held the firft 
offices, who applied for protection from the Britiih while they lay in New 
Jerfey. I was alarmed at this aflertion and infilled on knowing who they 
were; — ^he faid that when the Britiih army lay in Jerfey in 1776, Count 
Donop commanded at Bordenton, that he was often at that officer's 
quarters, and pofleiled (bme degree of his confidence ; that one day, an 
inbabitant came into tbeir lines witb an application from Mr, Jofepb Reed 
tbe purport of wbicb was to know, wbetber be could bave proteSion for 
bimjelf and bis property (there was another perfon included in the appUca 
tion whofe name it is not neceflary here to mention).— The man was im- 
mediately ordered for execution, but it was prevented by the interpofition 
of my brother and fome other perfons who had formerly known him. 
Perhaps Mr. Reed and his friends may fay that Count Donop would not 
have ordered the man executed, had he not thought he came for intelli- 
gence. No doubt that officer would have juftified his condudl by putting 
him on the footing of a fpy, but why was another perfon included in the 
applicadon, and one who was not looked on as a trifling charadler, his 
name I will mention to any perfon who may apply to me — however, my 
brother faid that the man who was ient with die application was a poor 
peaiant, and the moll unfit perfon in the world to fend for intelligence— 
this argument was what had weight with Count Donop, and which faved 
his life.* 

Thefe 

* If the countryman was fent, at may be infinuated, for intelligence, and not for a 
proteSion fbr Mr. Reed and Ais frienJ, is it not very extraordinary ^ in a cafe of this 
nature^ after the man had fo narrowly efcaped with hit life, that no drcumflance re- 
lating 



.( 28 ) 

Thefe circamfttnces being mentioned by t brother, and which he de- 
cUred to be true, naturally produced an alteration in my fentiments of 
Mr. Reed» for previous to this there were few men of whom I entertained 
(b high an opinion. 

On my return to Philadelphia I made no (ecret of what I had heard ; 
indeed I thought it my duty to mention it publicly^ that it might prevent 
further power being put into the hands oi a man who might make bad 
ufe of it — ^The report circuUted daily, and I was often called on to men- 
tion the circumftances, which I always did ; and which I (hould have 
done to Mr. Reed had he applied to me. I remember among the num- 
ber who came to me, was Major Thomas Moore, who faid he intended 
to inform Mr. Reed, but whether he did or not I cannot pretend to fay. 

There is another thing I wiih to mention. My brother came into the 
river in a flag of truce on fpecial application from our Commiflary of 
Prifoners, to take a number of prifoners who were exchanged, to lave us 
the ezpence and trouble of fending them by land—this was in the month 
of May 1781. He was detained about nine miles below the city up- 
wards of four weeb and never permitted to vifit it, although application 
was made for that purpofe by feveral Captains of vefTels who had been 
prifoners and to whom he had rendered civilities. I declined making 
application my (elf, as I fuppofed my being in the fervice from the com- 
mencement of the war, and having endured a rigorous confinement of 
eighteen months in the worfl of times, to have been fufficient to have ob- 
tained permiffion for a brother to have been in my houfe in preference to 
the cabin of a fmall veffel in the river — ^however I endeavoured to make 
his iituation as agreeable as poffible, by vifiting him often and taking my 
friends with me 

I remember Col. Francis Nichols went with me one day, to whom my 
brother mentioned Mr. Reed's intended defertion, and who, I doubt not, 
will acknowledge it on any perfon's applying to him^^he is at prefent in 
Virnnia, but is ezpedted in Town in a few days. 

DAVID LENOX. 

HAVING been called upon by General Cadwalader to certify fb 
far as my knowledge extends as to the matter herein aftermentioned, I do 

declare, 

ladng to To delicate an affair (tranfaAed in To private a manner) fhould ever have came 
to my knowledge, till I heard thia teftimony from Major Lenox. 

I will venture to fay that no officer of the army, at that critical period, would have 
riiked his reputation, though he had afforded no caufe to fufpedl his firmnefs, ly in- 
ftruaiug ajpy to afply for a proteSion for kim^ with a view of gaining intelligence — 
without mentioning it to his commanding officer before the tranfa^on. But in the 
inftance before us, it is worthy notice that, in fo critical a iituation o{ public affidrs, 
Mr. Reed knowing how dangerous fuch a plea, as the melTenger had ufed, might prove 
to his reputation in the hands of the enemy, ihould not have endeavoured to obviate 
fuch a tale, by mentioning the circumftances to the commanding officer at BriAol, who 
might have vouched for his innocence in cafe Donop ihould attempt to injure him af- 
terwards. 
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declare, that in the fpring of the year 1781, 1 went, with Major Lenox, 
of this city, on board of a flag of truce veflel, then lying in the river 
Delaware, where fhe had arrived from New-York, and heard Mr. Robert 
Lenox, deputy commiiTary of priibners, under the Britiih king, fay, that 
in the year of 1 776, a perfon had arrived at Count Donop's quarters, 
near Bordentown, in Ncw-Jerfey, who told the Count that he Iwd been 
(ent to him by General Reed, and another perfon, whofe name I do not 
think neceflary to mention, to procure a protedUon for them ; that the 
Count refuied to grant them a protection in that manner, and was about 
to treat the perfon who had applied to him, as a fpy, but was prevented 
by the entreaties of the faid Robert Lenox, and fbme other gentlemen. 

FRANCIS NICHOLS. 
PbtladeJpbia^ X'jtb Marcb^ 1783. 

Here then, it fully appears that the teflimony contained in the above 
certificates, all point to the fame objedl, and to the fame period mentioned 
by me, fupporting and confirming each other. They likewife clearly 
prove the \if\io\£ progrefs of your premeditated defedtion; they prove that 
you deceived me by thofe profeffions by which I had been induced to 
truft to your appearances of fidelity, as you abfolutely made an applica- 
tion for a protection to Count Donop-— in which an intimate friend of 
yours was included. 

But what opinion muft the world form of your veracity when you are 
detedied in falfely aiTerdng that you had not mentioned fuch fentiments to 
your moft intimate friends and relations. " Is it not utterly incredible," 
you fay, '' that I fhould withhold fuch communication or fentiment from 
my moft intimate friends and relations, and to make it to a perfon with 
whom I had held no friendfhip for many years, who had received me 
with coldnefs." Mr. Petrit is your relation, and Col. Bayard your moft 
intimate friend, with whom, at that time, you had the freeft intercourfe. 
To thefe you communicated your fentiments as appears by the certificates 
of Col. Bradford, CoL Ellis, and Mr. Davenport, but your friend hinted 
at in Major Lenox's certificate had confented to accompany you in your 
intended defertion. The height of your iniquity does not end here — ^you 
endeavoured by your influence to fpread general difaffedtion : in order to 
leflen your fhare of the infamy by dividing it f mong many. Had you 
conferred with men whofc principles were, in every inftance, like your 
own, you might have fucceeded ; as every perfon concerned might have 
carried off his particular friend with hinu 

If all the evidence which now appears s^inft you, had been produced 
at that time, what would have been your ^te, as you then (being adjutant 
general of the army) was fubjed to the continental articles of war ? 

In the loth page you fay you can, ''truly declare that the fubjedl of 
'* the prefent flander was not known to you, till its appearance in the 
" news paper." Having mentioned it at the cofiee-houfe (as appears by 

Mr. 
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Mr. Pryor's certificate) in the prefence of fbme of your friends, it was 
reafonable to expert they would have informed you of it ; but it feems 
there is fome difference between private informationy and a public chaise 
made in the papers. As a gentleman, there can, in my opinion^ be no 
difference ; as you (ay in your letter of the 9th of Sept. laft that this in- 
finuation feems to deferve fome credit from a reference to me. You 
infinuate that if you had heard it, you fhould have noticed it. To this 
however the world will give little credit, as vou made no public or private 
inquiry refpe^Ung the charge contained m Major Lenox*s certificate, 
though he communicated it to Major Thomas Moore, fon of the late 
Prefident, whofe permiflion I have for afiTerting publicly, that he informed 
you of what Major Lenox had related, the very day he heard it. 

The matters mentioned in Major Lenox's certificate and in that of CoL 
Nichols reach vaftly beyond me — ^here you abiblutely apply for protec- 
tion — and if one report demanded your notice in referrence to my au- 
thority, why not another more alarming to you, your notice in referrence 
to Major Lenox. 

But the confciou(hefs of the communications made to confidential 
friends and others, fuggefted the fear of fiirther proofs. As long as it was 
only communicated by private information, you were willing to fubmit to 
private cenfure. But, when a charge, which originated from me, was 
made in the papers, it reduced you to the difagreeable alternative of a 
tacit confefEon, or the hazard of public proof. And in the prefent in- 
ftance, if I am rightly informed, you was perfectly difpofed to treat the 
publication, figned Brutus, with that '' filent contempt** which you fay 
you have for a " long time obferved with refpefl to the anonimous abufe 
'^ which diigraces our public papers;" — ^but your friends, feeling the 
weight of the charge, goaded you into fo unfortunate a meafure. — 
•* Unhappy man! — againft wboje peace and bappinefs all are combined^ 

What anfwer can you make to the weight of teftimony here produced 
againft you ? I fee nothing left but to declare to the world — that the 
whole is a wicked combination to deftroy you ; you may fay — '' you 
thought me intitled to the whole infamy of the infinuation,'* till the above 
mentioned witnefles **confented to divide it with me ;" and that — ^** if you 
'' did not fufficiently meafure the malignity of their difpofitions, or thought 
** more favourably of them than you ought to have done, you are content 
" to acknowledge your error, and do full jufUce in this refpeA for ever 
" hereafter ;" — and, if any perfon fhould afk you, — would all thefe gen- 
tlemen hazard fuch aflertions without foundation ? you may anfwer — ** it is 
** difficult to refolve what men of ungovernable paffions will or will not fay 
^* when their minds are inflamed by party, and their breafls burning with 
" difappointed ambition," — ^may they not have " miftaken a converfation 
" with fome other perfon, or, at this diflance of time, converted fome 
** JOCULAR EXPRESSION luto fuch fufpicious as they have mentioned ;" — and 
you may add — '' the memories of men may fiul ; their minds are fubjedt 

"to 
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" to the warp of prejudice and paflion ; they may convert into ferious 
" import what was dropt in jest, and from falfe pride perdfl in what 
'' they have fatd, becaufe they have faid it, even againft the conviction of 
" their own confciences." 

In your letter of the 23d September laft, you fay *' you have declared 
" the iniinuations in Ofwald's paper of the 7th inftant falfe,— and you 
" apply the fame epithet to my avowal of them." This aflertion has 
been fully refuted by the concurrent teftimony of your intimate friends 
and others. In your friends you thought yourfelf perfeftly fecure, — but 
the weaknefs of two of them has betrayed you, and the third is proved 
your accomplice. 

It would, indeed, have appeared fbmewhat extraordinary, if you had 
" not difcovered your intentions to fome of your intimate friends and 
relations, and that ** no circumftance (hould occur to correfpond with this 
imputation," after having communicated the fame to me. Nor are proofs 
wanting, if they were here necelTary, independent of thofe I have already 
adduced, with refpe6t to fome of your friends, who, at that time, held 
coniiderable commands in the militia. 

And " though fpecially (ent by Gen. Wafliington," as you fay, *' for 
the exprefs purpoie of aiSfting me," it may not be here improper to make 
a ftiort obfervation, in which, I conceive, I fhall be perfedlly juftifiable. 
Though the duties of an Adjutant General would naturally confine you to 
the continenul army ; yet I can eafily conceive that there was no diffi- 
culty, by hints thrown out, or by the interpofition of a friend, to induce 
the Commander in Chief to permit you to come to Briftol under the 
pretence of affifting me — being, as you reprefent well acquainted with the 
inhabitants of Burlington, through whom you might obtain information. 
But from the evidence which appears againft you, it will not be thought 
uncharitable to conclude, that you conceived your plan could be better 
executed at Briftol than under the eye of General Wafhington. Befides, 
you might reaibnably hope to (hake more eafily the conftancy of untryed 
officers of militia than thofe in the army, whofe minds might be fuppofed 
better fortified againft fuch attacks. 

I am at a lofs for words to exprefs my indignation for the attempt you 
made on my integrity ; for though I did not fee it in that point of view at 
the time, yet the whole teftimony as now colledled, fully proves fuch to 
have been your intention ;-^^nd happy I conceive it to be for my own 
honour, and the jafety of my country, that you found, in me, that ftrengih 
of mind which you might not have experienced, in fome of your particu- 
lar friends, had they been in my iituation. 

The circumftance relating to the letter you wrote Count Donop created, 
at the time, no fufpicions, nor do I recolleft any publication which alludes 
to it. This affair and that mentioned by Major Lenox, are diftindl 
tranfaftions ; but is it not more than probable that, at the interview you 
propofed under cover of ferving the inhabitants of Burlington, you in- 
P tended 
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tended to confer with Count Donop upon the fubje^l of your own intereft 
and perfonal fafety. This fufpicion, in my opinion, is perfedly war- 
ranted by the indubitable proofs of your intended defertion. Another 
circum (lance relating to this affair, was equally unufual and improper, — 
Mr. Daniel Ellis* by whom you fent the letter with a flag, was univer- 
(ally known to be difafieded ; — having been fo long in the fervice you 
could not be ignorant of thofe obviouji reafons which prove the propriety 
of fending men with flags, whofe attachment to the caufe is well known ; 
and men of obiervadon. 

Every page almofl of your publication is full of reflexions againft me, 
and almoft upon every fubje£l — ^fo intent have you been to injure my re- 
putation. The errors I committed during my command may ferve a 
double purpofe ; becaufe he who committed them is fubje£l to cenfure, 
and he who points them out claims the merit of the difcovery. That I 
committed errors I readily admit, — ^my friends have marked fbme, and 
iiibfequent experience difcovered others ; but I am confcious they pro- 
ceeded from want of experience, not a want of integrity. Why then 
need I (eek to juilify myfelf, when from the nature of the war confidera* 
ble commands were, from neceffity, intruded to young officers ; there 
being few amongfl us, to whom the profeilion was not entirely new. But 
I confefs, it would give me infinite pain, if, by " a ftrange inattention of 
mine to the dde and ftate of the river," and the not arriving ** one hour*' 
fooner at Dunks's Ferry, we had lofl the opportunity of flriking a blow at 
Mount-Holly of equal glory with that of Trenton. When you infinuated 
in the former part of your addrefs, a fuperior knowledge in military mat- 
ters, by faying you had more " experience" I gave up the point and left 
you the happinefs of thinking fo, — ^for why fhoqld 1 have contended a 
point with a man who throughout his pamphlet aflumes to himfelf the 
merit of all thofe brilliant fuccefles, fo highly commended even by our 
enemies, and which determined the fate of American independence. — 
And if I was fenfibJe that the charge you now make was true, or could be 
thought fo by competent judges, I would fcorn to defend my error. 

My orders was to make the attack one hour before day, and to efic6t 
a furprize if poffible. The impropriety therefore of fending the boats 
from Briflol to Dunks's ferry, and marching the troops from the fame 
place in open day, is evident, as fuch a movement muft have been ob- 
ferved and communicated to the enemy. And now tell me the inftance 
where even continental troops have arrived at the point of attack in the 
given dme ? It was General Wafhington's intention to have made his 
attack on Trenton before day ; yet from unavoidable delays, he did not 
arrive there till after eight o'clock in the morning. We reached Dunks's 
ferry a little before low water, and can any perfon believe that if we had 
arrived " one hour fooner ^^ we could have pafTed over near twenty-five 

hundred 

* I have ample proofs of Mr. £lli8*s attachment to the enemy ; which may be pro- 
duced if neceflary. 
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hundred men, four pieces of cannon, ammunicion waggons, and horfes, 
and all the horfes belonging to officers in that time, in the night too, and 
the river full of ice, with only five large batteaus and two or three fcows, 
when it took us at lead fix hours, (a day or two afterwards) to crofs above 
Briftol, in open day, and the river almoft clear of ice. Strange " inatten- 
tion!" unhappy commander! That *' a JifigJi hour which we might 
have enjoyed with equal convenience and equal riik" fhould be the only 
obftack to a fcene of equal glory with that of Trenton; and yet you have 
reprefented to General Wafliington, as appears by his IctterJ dated 6 
o'clock, P. M. 25 th December, 1776, to me being the very fame night 
and before we marched to Dunks's ferry, that you gave him the moil 
difcouraging accounts of what might be expelled from our operadons below. 
What then were thefe difcouraging accounts ? Why was I not acquainted 
with them ? or were they thrown out to influence him from making his 
attempt on Trenton, by reprefenting that no co-operation from our quarter 
could favour his enterprize ? In the General's opinion it is plain had 
that tendency. But in the heedlefs fury of this ftroke at me you have 
incautioully unguarded your moft tender part* 

** Anxious to fill up the part of this glorious plan afligned to us," you 
" pafled over you fay with your horfe to fee and judge for yourfelf. '* You 
" did fo. Having feen the laft man re-embarked you proceeded before day 
" to Burlington." Here permit me to correft you, becaufe there is no cir- 
cumilance better afcertained than that many of the men were not brought 
back till eight o'clock the next morning. 

Your motives for going that night to Burlington were then thought a 
myftery ; 'tis now no longer fo, and the ** other circumftancei* that per- 
mitted you to join us again at Briftol are now clearly accounted for. — 
General Walhington's fuccefs or defeat was no doubt to determine whether 
you were to remain a citizen of the United States of America, or to be a 
fhameful deferter of your country. 

You fay you went to Philadelphia at my rcqueft, to confer with General 
Putnam ; — ^diat you fet out in the evening (the 24di December) and 
reached Philadelphia about midnight ; — but what credit can you reafona- 
bly expeft will be given to your " detail of proceedings" in other particu- 
lars, when you find yourfelf deteded in fuch grofs contradidtions in the 
following inflance ? 

In 

XMKtnkt)i't Ferry, %$th December^ 1776, 
Six o'clock, P, M. 
DEAR SIR, 
Notwithftanding the difcouraging accounts I have received from Col. Reed, of 
what might be expeded ftom the operations below, I am determined, as the night is 
faYourable, to crofs the river, and make the attack upon Trenton in the morning. If 
you can do nothing real, at leaft create as great a diverfton as poffible. 
/ am. Sir, your moft obedient fcrvant, 

GEO. WASHINGTON. 
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In the feventecnth page you fay, — " upon conference with General 
'* Putnam (at Philadelphia) he reprefented the ftate of the militia, the 
'' general confufion which prevailed, his apprehenfions of an infurre£lion 
** in the city in his abfence, and many other circumftances in fuch ftrong 
'' terms, as convinced me no afliftance could be derived from him" — and 
yet in your letter to me dated Philadelphia 25th December 1776, 11 
o'clock, you fay — " General Putnam has determined to crofs the river 
'' with as many men as he can colled, which he fays will be about five 
** hundred — he is now muftering them and endeavoring to get Proftor's 
" company of artillery to go with them. I wait to know what fuccefs he 
" meets with and the progrefs he makes — but at all events I fhall be with 
*' you this afternoon." 

Here the reprefentation dated in your pamphlet is contradicted by a 
letter in your own hand-writing. Having forgot perhaps that you had 
written fuch a letter, your ingenuity furnilhed materials for a plaufable 
narrative fuitable to your purpofes — not fufpe£Ung that fuch proof could 
be adduced in oppofition to it. 

Having returned to Briftol about day-light, on the 26th December, 
with the greater part of the troops, I received an account about 1 1 o'clock 
A. M. from a perfon juft arrived from Trenton Ferry, that General Wafti- 
ington had fucceeded in his attack — I inunediately difpatched a meflenger 
with a line to General Ewing for information ; but all I could learn was, 
that the vidory was ours* 

From the continuance of the rain and wind, I concluded the ice muft 
be deib-oyed in the courfe of the day, and inftantly fent down to Dunks's 
ferry for the boats. This being ah extraordinary fervice, required of men 
who had been expoied to the ilorm the whole night, was however chear- 
fully undertaken and executed. I then confulted Col. Hitchcock, who 
commanded the New-England brigade, to know whether his troops would 
willingly accompany us to New-Jerfey, as I had determined to crois the 
river in the morning, if pradlicable, to co-operate with General Walhing- 
ton. He informed me that his troops could not march unlefs they could 
be fupplied with (hoes, (lockings, and breeches, upon which I inftantly 
wrote to the council of fafety, and obtained feven hundred pair of each 
of the above .articles, which arrived about funnfe on the morning of 
the 27lh December. This fecond attempt being determined on, I went 
with feveral officers in the afternoon of the 26th to fix upon a proper 
place for cro(fing the river above Briftol ; and the next morning before 
day, viewed the Jerfey (hore in a barge for the fame purpofe. By your 
reladon, one would imagine that you h^ been the /(/e and foul of this 
fecond movement acrofs the Delaware, — as little privy to it as the emperor 
of Morocco, — but it is no unufual thing for you to intercept the praife 
due to others of creditable adtions. Inftead of being prefent to confirm 
any propo(ed movements by your advice, you remained at Burlington, 
'' in a kind of concealment, till the weather and other circumstances 

" permitted 
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'* permitted you to join us at Briftol," after all our refolutions were taken 
and the mod of our arrangements made. In the tiiTue of your reprefenta- 
dons it is your purpofe to infinuate my deficiency in military conduct in 
the fubfequent tranfadtions. Let my relation of it be heard ! 

We marched on the 27th in the morning, and the ice being by this 
time chiefly deftroyed we met with little obftru£lion in paiiing. The laft 
divifion of the troops being embarked, and then croifingi We received 
private information that General Wafhington had recroflcd the river, and 
returned to Newton in Pennfylvania, from whence he dates his letter 27th 
December, 1776, informing me of the particulars of the action at Tren- 
ton, and which was not received, contrary to your aflertion, till we had 
marched above a mile on our way to Burlington ; — it was then read to 
the troops who were halted for this purpoie. We had, however, before, 
given full credit to the firft information of his having re-crofled ; on which 
previous information I called together the field officers to confult what 
was then beft to be done. From this circumftance Colonel Hitchcock 
and fome others propofed returning to Briftol. I inftantly declared my 
determination againft it, and recommended an attack upon Mount Holly ; 
as, from the information we had of the force at that poft we might eafily 
carry it, and fhould then have a retreat open towards Philadelphia if ne- 
ceflary. You then, " as a middle courfe^ advifed our going to Burling- 
ton — in which thoic who had at firft propofed our return, joined in 
opinion. This was the true caufe of that hefitation you remarked with 
refped to me. Burlington was a pofidon in my judgment very danger- 
ous, as in cafe we fhould be invefted there, and the river was impaflable, 
we fhould be forced to fubmit at difcretion for want of provifions, or 
hazard an adlion againft troops fuperior in difcipline, and perhaps in num- 
ber, if their whole force was collefled to that point. Having no other 
retreat open to un, but that over the river ; it was evident that this could 
not be effefted, without the lofs at leaft oi thofe who might be ordered to 
cover the retreaL Having pailed the river in open day, it was probable 
the enemy might be informed of it, — and in that cafe the poft at Mount 
Holley reinforced. To determine whether we fhould take a pofition, 
unanimoufly approved by the council, — but which I thought extremely 
dangerous,-— or, adhere to my own plan, unfupported by a fingle voice^ 
was certainly a queflion that required more than a momentary confidera- 
tion, even for an officer, at this ftage of the war. Being prefied to fome 
refblution, as the day was far fpent, I waved my own opinion, and acquis 
efced in the defire of marching to Burlington*— but it is ridiculous to fup- 
pofe, as you fay, that your brother's intelligence of Count Donop's retreat 
could have influenced my acquiefcence, for it did not arrive till after our 
refolutions were taken, and, befides, was not credited ; becaufe, if it had 
reached us before, and been credited, I fhould not have acquiefced in fuch 
defire ; if, even after, I fhould naturally have taken another courfe, and 
purfued the flying enemy, inftead of going to Burlington, which was five 
miles in the rear. Late 
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Late that night I received certain information that the enemy had evac- 
uated all their polls in the neighbourhood, and immediately diipatched a 
meflenger to General Wafhington with- the intelligence — in anfwer to 
which, I received his orders very early the next morning, to purfue and 
keep up the panic, and that he would crofs at Trenton that day. From 
this circumftance it appears that the General had taken his determination, 
before your pretended information or advice from Trenton could have 
reached him. 

In juftification of myfelf, I have thought it neceflary to point out your 
falfe (late of fadb, in thefe particulars —the muhitude of leiler ones, relating 
to military matters, I ihall pafs over, as this publication is already neceiTarily 
lengthened beyond my firfl intention. 

As I hinted in my letter, loth September lad, that, " charges of the 
fame nature had been fome time fince made againft you" by Arnold ;•— 
you fay you *' allow full weight to fo refpe6lable a connedlion and tefli- 
mony," to which you made no reply ; though from the rank and char- 
after of Arnold, at that time, they merited your notice. Arnold having 
received his information from me, it cannot be concluded that I meant, 
by his teilimony, to (Irengthen my own aflertion, but merely to (hew, that 
having before been charged, you did not reply, from which many be- 
lieved it true. And when he apologized to me for inferting it in his 
defence, without my permilHon, I remarked that an apology was unne* 
ceflary from the public manner in which I had mentioned it. 

Arnold was commanding officer in this city, very generally vitited by 
officers of the army, citizens and llrangers : — ^I received the ufual civilities 
from him and returned them, and often met him at the ubles of gentle- 
men in the city. To my civilities^ at that time, I thought him intitled, 
from the (ignal (ervices he had rendered his country, — (ervices infinitely 
fuperior to tho(e you fo much boad of; he (lood high as a military char- 
adler, even in France, and after your profecution, he was continued in 
command by Congrefs ; appointed (irft, by the Commander in Chief, to 
the command of the left wing of the army, and afterwards to that im- 
portant poll of Weft-Point, where his treacherous conduft exceeded, I 
fancy, even your own idea of his ba(enefs. To what then, do your in- 
iinuations amount ? They cannot criminate me without an implied cen- 
fure on Congrefs and the Commander in Chief. But why contaminate 
my name by connedting it, in his inftance, with fuch a wretch ? when 
you yourfelf at his tryal, with a half (hamed face feemed to apologize for 
being his profecutor, and became his fulfome panygerift. It confifted 
however with that artifice and cunning which has ever been the fum of 
your abilities f and the whole amount of your wifdom. 

Your remarks on my letter of loth December, 1777, are fo inconfift- 
ent, I (hall beftow a few obfervations on them—" So ftrong and virulent,'* 
you fay, *' was my antipathy to the conftitution, and fuch my enmity 
'* to thofe who adminiftered it, that you believe I would have preferred 

*' any 
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" any government to that of Pennfylvaniay if my perfon and property would 
" have been equaUy fecure ** and yet, it (eems in the next fentence you 
fay. — ** but it was our lot to meet again a few days before the battle of 
" Monmouth ; here we were again united in confidence and danger,^* If 
you really thought I would prefer any government to that of Pennfylvania, 
why did you then take fo much pains to (hew that we again united in 
" confidence and danger** at the battle of Monmouth, (o many months 
after I had difcovered that virulent antipathy, and which now hath ex« 
torted fuch grofs reflections ? 

You fay my bread was burning with difappointed ambition ; but how 
does this appear, when immediately upon the formation of the new gov- 
ernment, I was appointed the firft of three brigadiers ; which created me 
commanding officer of the militia. Could my ambition be gratified far* 
ther ? But to obviate every objection, let me fuppo(e you meant, that I 
wifhhed to rife to power in the civil line, which however, has never been 
even injinuated before ; — let me here call to your memory how eafy the 
tafk was for anycbara&er to rife to the firft offices of government. I con- 
fers I do not think fo meanly of myfelf as to have dreaded any rivalfhip 
from ibme of the candidates of tho(e days, nor do I mean by this declara- 
tion to infinuate any extraordinary merit, when I edimate mine, by that 
of thoie I have alluded to. I could not have consented to make the facri- 
fices re<)uired, but you, however, and (bme others, as much oppofed to 
the eflential parts of the conftitution as I was, freely made them, and 
broke through every obligation of faith and honour. 

The chaise you brought againft a party in the ftate, of an oppofition 
to its conftitution, deferves fbme attention. I will digrefs a little from my 
main fubjedt to examine how far this charge is true, and how far the thing 
is in itielf criminal. 

Government is generally fo reverenced among men* that thofe who at« 
tempt to fubvert any fyftem of it whatever, have to contend againft a very 
natural prejudice. But this prejudice can only be in degree with the an* 
tiquity of its eftabliihment, for modem error, how high foever its authority, 
has little claim to our veneration. This conceffion made, could it be ex- 
peded that our novel conftitution, liable at firft blufli to (b many import^ 
ant objections, fhould not have its opponents, but that, in a moment, it 
fliould be fubmitted to as implicidy, as if it had had the fanClion of ages ? 
what circumftance was there in the production of this whimiical machine, 
that fhould filence at once aU the remonftrances of reafon and fenfe againft 
it? Was it not worth a paufe to examine whether this coat, wove for 
ages, would fit us, or our pofterity, before we put it on ; or whether this 
gift of our convention would not prove our deftruCtion? From an 
apprehenfion that it would, an oppofition was formed that included a 
majority of the ftate. Did thofe who compofed it think it criminal to 
prevent the fingular ideas of a convention from being carried into execu- 
tion, againft an almoft general fentiment ; or did they not rather conceive 
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it fafer and better for the community ftil] to go on in the adminiftration 
of governmental aflfairs, by thofe temporary expedients we had been in 
the habits of, until their conftitution could be revifed ? 

This idea, patriotic as it was, was defeated by the obftinate enthufiafm 
of(bme of thofe who trembled for this new Jerufalem of their hopes, and 
by the fcandalous defertion of others, and eipecially yourfelf. The ends 
of oppoHtion being thus rendered unattainable, but at the hazard of con- 
vuldons that might endanger the great American caufe, the fame virtue 
that began it, ended it, and it has long fince ceafed to a£t 

This is a well known date of fa£ls, but what it did not fuit with your 
own bye-purpofcs to admit, could not be cxpedled from your integrity : 
you have therefore conftantly kept up the alarm of a conftitutional oppo- 
jition, and on every occafion referred to this fal(e caufe, that honeft and 
uleful oppoiition which was created by your weak though violent and 
tyrannical adminiftration. 

That you was called to the chair of government by the unanimous vote 
of council and aflembly, you have often boafted, with a view of conveying 
to the world an idea, that even the gentlemen oppofed to the conftitution 
approved the choice. But they neither efteemed you as a gendeman, nor 
approved your public condudt. They knew there was a majority, in 
afliembly in favour of your eledion, and as their grand objc6l was, the 
obtaining a refblution of that body, recommending the calling a conven-^ 
tion for revifing the conftitution, fome of the party entered into an en- 
gagement for this pupoie ; and your ele6lion was negociated. yen were 
to ufc your endeavours to prevail on the council to inforce the recom- 
mendation of the aftembly by a limilar refolution. From your own ac- 
knowledgement, at the city tavern, the refolution of the council was never 
obtained, or even moved for by you, and for this flimfy reafon, that na 
formal information, of fuch refolution having been pafled, had been com- 
municated to you, though known to all the world ; and that it could not 
be expelled that council would " tag" after the aflembly in a mcafure 
relating to the public. Yet you had the effrontery to affert, that ** every 
engagement on your parf^ was ftriftly performed. 

At this meeting, you fay, you " in the moft open manner called upon 
us to fupport our imputations, and that you fo cffedlually vindicated every 
part of your condufl, that every gendeman (myfelf excepted) acknow- 
ledged his miftake." I own I made no conccffions ; and if the reafons I 
then gave are not thought a fufficient juftiiication to the world of the 
opinion I had formed, I am content to admit that it was not only '' An- 
gular," but " abfurd." 

After a reafonable paufe I remarked, that from the repeated converfa- 
tions I had had with you on this fubjedl, you appeared to me as much 
oppofed as I was to the conftitution before the evacuation of the city ; — 
that you had refufed to accept the appointment of Chief Juftice, (becaufe 

you 
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you could not in confcienee take the oatb i^y^^zx a fhort time before the 
general eledion in 1778, you engaged yourieif to the conftitutional party to 
^rve in council for the county ; and to the party in the oppofition to ferve in 
Aflembly for the city ; and, being cholen in both inftances, you hefitated 
above fix weeks (though often prefled to a reiblution) before you deter- 
mined to accept your feat in Council-Depriving during this time the city 
of a vote in Aflembly, while an important point was debated concerning 
the contefted Cheder eledion, and voluntanly advocating the queftioii in 
favor of the conftitutional party ; — that on the fate of this tryal depended 
your hopes of fucceding to the Prefidential chair ;— «that a detennination 
in ^vor of that party gave them a decided majority ; and that you in- 
ftantly accepted your feat in Council. To which you replied % and in 
recapkalatmg my arguments endeavoured to juftify your condud ;-p-buC 
confcious of having failed in the capital points, you clofed your remarks 
with fome warm expreffions which conveyed the idea of a threat— of 
which I deiired an explanation. After working up your paflions to g degree 
liide ihort of frenzy, you exprefled yourfelf in the following terms*— I mean 
this—-** if the publications traducing my public and private character are 

'* condnued 

* The following extra^s from General Reed*8 letter to his Excellency the Prefident, 
and the honourable the Executive Council, of the ftate oi Pennfylvania, dated Phila- 
delphia 22d July, 1777, aifigning his reasons for not accepting the office of Chief Juf- 
tice^ may ferye to prove his opinion of the Conftttution at that time. '^ If there is any 
^ radical weakness of authority, proceeding ^om the Conftitution — if in any refpedh 
'* it oppofes the genius, temper or habits oi the governed, I fear, unUfs a remedy can be 
*f provided^ in left than feven yearsy government will fnk in a fpiritlefs languor ^ or ex- 
^* pire in a fudden Cosryiruipv. It would be foreign to my prefent purpoie to fuggeft 
** any of thofe alterations, which, in my apprekenfion are neceffary to enable the Con- 
** ftitution to fupport itfelf with dignity ^nd efficacy ^ and its friends Mvith. fecurity. That 
*^ fome are neceffary I cannot entertain the leafi doubt. With this fentiment I feel an 
*' infuperable difficulty to enter into an engagement of the moftfolemn nature leading to 
" the fupport and confirmation of an entire fyftem of government, which I cannot 
** wholly approve" — Again, the difpenfation from this engagement,* firft allowed to 
** feveral members of the Aflembly, and afterwards to the militia officers, has added 
<* to my difficulties, as I cannot reconcile it to my ideas of propriety, the members of 
** the fame ftate being under different obligations to fupport and inforce its authority." 
But he adds — " If the fenfc of the people^ who have the right of decifion, leads to 
'' fome alterations, I firmly believe it will conduce to our happinefs and fecurity — if 
** otherwife, I (hall eiieem it my dvty not only to acquiefce, but to fupport, as far as 
'' lays in my power, a form of government confirmed and fanctified to the voice of the 
** people." Here then he fays, ** he feels an infuperable difficulty to enter into an 
<< engagement of the mo^folemn nature, leading to the fupport and confirmation of an 
** entire fyftem of government, which he cannot wholly approve f but he ihail think 



* By the ** difpenfation from this engagement,*^ abovementioned, is meant , — that the 
oath prefcribed by the conftitution was dfpenfed with, and many members of affiembly were 
permitted to take another oath, in which they were not bound to fupport the conftitution, 

S 
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'* continued I mean to apply to the law : iDut if this will not do me that 
** jaftice, which, in fome inftances it cannot do — ^I know I have the affec- 
" tions, and command, of the fighting men of this ftate ; and if neceflaiy 
" I will make uTe of that influence and call forth that force ; — and if blood- 
** Ihed (hould be the confequence, be it on your own heads," 

Such violent and unwarrantable exprellions from the firft magiftrate of 
the ftate, and in the prefence of the whole bench of juftices, created die 
higheft indignation, and were feverely reprobated by feveral gentlemen 
preient : which induced you afterwards to endeavour to ibften your ex- 
preflions and meaning. 

But if it was lingular or abfurd *' to expert a Prefident of the ftate to 
cater into the violence of party on my fide of the queftion ;" let me op- 
pofc to this the treachery of your condufl in deferting the party to which 
you at firft (from " confcUntioui** principles) atuched, and yet as Prefi- 
dent enter into all the violence of party on die other fide of the queftion. 
. Again, '' upon our return to Philadelphia," you fay, '' I became the 
** open and avowed patron of thofe, who are diftinguiflied by the appel- 

** lation 

*' it his duty to acquiefce and fupport the government — iX ^p^rmed and (andHfied by 
** the voice of the people. '* 

How inconfiftent then muft his condudl appear, when it is i\otorious that he took 9 
decided part in fupport of government-Maccepted of his feat in Council, and afterwards 
the Prefidency, long before the fcnie of the people was exprefled^ by tht fabricated infi^ucf 
ttons to the members of Aifembly, req^iirin^ them to refcind the reiolution for calling 
a convention for the purpofe of revifing the con((itution. And yet he fays, in the 29th 
page of his pamphlet, he ** fo efledtually viixdicated every part of hb condudt, that 
** every gentleman (myfelf excepted) acknowledged his ipiftake." . 

Thefe were the oftenfible reafons for not accepting the Chief Jufticefliip and takli\g 
the oath of office, — but an oath of another kind, no doubt, induced him to decline 
this appointment. He had Aot takei^ the oath of allegiance which the law (palled 
13th June 1777) required of every n^ale white inhabitant^ nor did he take it (as ap-r 
pears by the publication figned Siidney, in the Pennfylvania Journal, No. 1565, 12th 
February 1783) till the 9th of Odober 1778, which was the'yery day he was eledled 
a Counsellor for the county of Philadelphia. — And although disfranchifed of all the 
rights of citizenfliip, and incapable of being eledled into, or ferving in any office, place, 
or truft in this Commonwealth, Mr. Reed dared to difregard the voice of the people, 
and violate the law, by accepting of the Prefidency and exercifing the powers of gov- 
ernment annexed to that office — If he had taken the oath of allegiance, agreeable to 
law, why did he take it again, on the day he was eled^ed a Counfellor ? — as the mere 
oath of office only, vpon that occafion, would have been required of him. 

As Mr. Reed has Qot touched this point in his pamphlet, or furnifhed his friends 
with a fingle argument to defend him againft a charge fupported by authentic proofs 
from public records, the public have very juflly pronounced him guilty. If certificates 
can be produced of his oaths of abjuration and allegiance, agreeable to law, why have 
they not been publifhed ? If he is not disfranchifed of the rights of citizenfhip, why 
was his vote refufed at the lafl election ? — or, is this one of the fubjed^s referved for 
'' legal examination f " and if fo, why does he not fufpend the public opinion, by fuch 
information ? 
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" lation of tories ; and my decHive attachment to the Britifh Army* and 
" their adherents has marked every fubfequent period of my life too 
*' plainly to admit of doubt or denial." If you really entertained fuch 
fentiments why did you in the month of February (after my marriage), 
waving the indignity ofier'd to you, in not paying you the ufual compli- 
ments of congratulation upon your appointment to the chair of govern- 
ment, pay me the firft vilit, and thereby make advances towards a recon- 
ciliation? Such a condeicenJion fo contrary to the ufual forms, can 
fcarcely be reconciled even to a charafter like yours. 

Men who acquire popularity by means disgraceful to a gendeman, dare 
not hazard a fentiment that is not approved by the par^ with which he 
is conneded. I have on all occafions, and in all companies, private and 
public, delivered freely my political opinions ; nor has the dread of lofing 
the little popularity I pofleiTed in Pennfylvania, ever induced me to make 
a facrifice of my honor, by adopting opinions or meafures which I dif- 
appfoved or thought injurious to my country. Eileeming it the higheft 
honor to deferve the approbation of my fellow citizens, I have ever been 

folicitous 

* That this opinion was not entertained by Congrefs may reafbnably be inferred from 
the following letter. 

Philadelpkia i%tk Sept. 1778. 
SIR, 

'< H I S Excellency General Waihington having recommended to Congrefs the 
« appointment of a general of horfe, the houfe took that fubjed under confideradon 
the loth inft. when you were unanimoufly elected Brigadier and commander of the 
cavalry in the fervice of the tJiiited States.** 

'* From the general view above-mendoned, you will perceive, Sir, the earneft defire 
** of the houfe that you will accept a commiffion, and enter as early as your conven- 
** ience will admit of, upon the duties of the office, and I flatter myfelf with hopes of 
'* congratulating you in a few days upon this occafion.** 

/ Aave the honour to he^ witA particular regard and efieem^ 
Sir, your moft humble fervant^ 

HENRY LAURENS, 
The Hon* Prejident of Congrefs. 

Brigadier General Cadwaladke. 

But not wiihing to have it fiiggefted that I entered into the fervice at fo late a 
period of the war, for the fake of rank, as the French treaty had taken place, and I 
had conceived all ofienfive operations at an end, I declined the appointment in thefe 
terms. 

SIR, . Maryland, I9M Sept. 1 778. 

.1 HAVE the highef^ fenfe of the honor conferred upon me by Congrefs in ap- 
pointing me a brigadier in the continental fervice, with the command of the cavalry, 
more particularly as the voice of Congrefs was unanimous. 

I cannot con^t to enter into the fervice at this time, as the war appears to me to 
be near the clofe. But fhould any misfortune give an unhappy turn to our affairs, I 
fhall immediately apply to Congrefs for a command in the army. I have the honor to 
be, ^th the greateft regard and efleem, your £xcellency*s 

Moft obedient humble fervant, 
H'ls Excellency JOHN CADWALADER. 

Henry Lavrxns, £f^. Prefident of Congrefs. 
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folicitous to obtain it. Yott and fotne others have induftrioafly propa- 
gated reports for the purpofe of injuring my reputation ; but confcious 
diat my political opinions and conduct will ftand the teft upon the niceft 
fcrutiny ; and having never experienced any diminution of that efteem', 
refpe£t and warmth of friendfhip» which my fellow citizens have ever 
(hewn towards me» a refutation of fuch calumny is utterly needlefs. 

From die whole of what I have here laid before the public, fupported 
by the teftimony of the moft refpeteble witneflTes, the following condu- 
iions may fairly be deduced. 

1. That the converfation alluded to, which I have aflerted to have 
pafled between us at firillol, was mentioned by me, in confidence^ to 
Colonel Hamilton, and fome others of General Washington's family in 
the year 1777; and therefore could not have originated at the time you 
mention ; or, to gratify my refentment againfl you, as, at that time, you 
acknowledge no parties fubfifled. 

2. It could not have been invented to gratify my refentment for the at- 
tempt you made to evade the payment of Mr« Porter's order ; becaufe I 
did not make it public at the time, nor till feveral years afterwards, and 
you acknowledge all that coolnefs was done away, and our former habits 
of friend (hip reftored. 

3. As it appears by Mr. Clymer's teflimony, that I mentioned it pub- 
licly at Mr. Hamilton's tryal, which was before you were eleded prefi- 
dent of the (late, it ought to be imputed to anodier caufe than that which 
you have afligned. 

4. As it appears by Mr. Piror's teftimony that I mendoned it at the 
Coflfee»Houfe in the hearing of fome of your friends, we may reafonably 
conclude you were informed of it, and this conclufion is ftrengthened bv 
your paffing over unnoticed the information contained in Major Lenox s 
teftimony, which was related to vou by Major Thomas Moore. 

5. It cannot appear improbable, that you fhould have held this con- 
verfadon with me, as your expreflions to General Dickin(bn, Colonel 
Nixon and Dr. Ru(h, convey fentiments equaUy injurious to your reputa-^ 
tion as a patriot, and Adjutant General of the army. 

6. As It fully appears by the teftimony of Colonel Ellis, and Mr. Da- 
venport, and that of Colonel Bradford, that you had communicated fuch 
fentiments to your brother-in-law Mr. Pettit and to Colonel Bayard con« 
trary to your declaration, we may with propriety a(rert that you have 
forfeited that veracity which is eflential to the char£ler of a gentleman. 

Laftly, from the teftimony of Major Lenox and Colonel Nichols, it 
appears that you abfolutely applied to Count Donop for protection, and 
that a paHicular and intimate friend of yours was included in it; and 
therefore, from this and the foregoing teftimony, all pointing to the fame 
obje6l, and to the fame period, fuppofting and confirming each other, it 
cannot leave the leaft room to doubt the truth of my zffcnion. 

In fome inftances a man's general good conduCl has had great weight 

to 
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to invalidate or weaken charges highly crimtnal ; but, unfortunately^ jw«r/ 
can receive no aid from fuch circumilances. Diffimulation and cunning 
have for a time^ deceived the moft difceming ; but the fnares you have 
laid for others will, moft probably, accomplifti your own deftrudion. 

Having long fince known how to eftimate your character, I have not 
any where pretended, in this performance, to fix it at higher vahie than 
what it generally pafles current for ; you have, fince the term of your 
adminiftration, repeatedly put yourfelf upon your country. Your name 
has been offered to the people for a (eat in the legiflature ; to the legifla- 
ture, for a (eat in Congre(s t to Congre(s, for polls of continental truft ; 
but that name^ its counterfeit eilding at length rubb'd off and the native 
colour of the contexture eXpo(ed, has depreciated like the continental 
money with fuch velocity, that, though a few years ago worth a pre(ident's 
chair, it would not, now, purcha(e a con(bible's ftaff; nor is it more highly 
rated in the fphere of polite life, than in the great theatre of the world ; 
for its unfortunate owner (lands alone, unnoticed, in the midft of com • 
pany, with full leifure to relied on the (en(ible effedb of the lofs of repu- 
tation. 

My immediate purpo(e requires nothing further from me ; but your 
adminiftration, the theme of your own (blitary prai(e, might not impro- 
perly have been touched upon, but that it is a field too extenfive for me, 
and that I have not afperity enough in my nature, to do juftice to the 
(ubjed. I will yet ob(erve upon fome matters in your pamphlet not in 
dired connexion with one or the other fubje^i but which are extremely 
demonftrative of a temper in the writer to wi(h evil to the community, 
after the power of doing it has cea(ed. 

You who have ever been a rapacious lawyer, and have never omitted 
any means of amafling a fortune, have, with a truly confident fpirit, (hewn 
an implacable enmity to all tho(e who are raifed to a condition above 
want and dependence. And though you kick againfl the parallel drawn 
between you and the Cataline of antiquity, you have in this point, proved 
its exa6lne(s — ^he haranguing in the circle of his confpirators, exafperates 
them againft the opulent citizens of Rome, you in your pamphlet labour 
to create invidious diftindions, would pervert the order of well regulated 
(bciety, and make fortune's larger gifb, or even its moderate bledings, 
criterions of difqualificadon for public truft and honours in Pennfylvania ; 
and under a fpecious defcription of men, offer with your ftoord, to lead 
the indigent, the bankrupt, and the defperate, into all the authority of 
government. But in the (hallownefs of your underllanding, you have 
miftaken the (pint of the times ; it will not countenance or fupport a 
Cataline. 

You would al(b, no doubt, as may be inferred from your pamphlet, 
you who are fo deficient in morality, draw your fword in religious quar- 
rels, to bring you once more into play ; but 'ds to no purpofe you would 
rai(e an alarm, as a very great and re(pe6lable part of your opponents 

con(i(b 
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coniiib of pcHbns belonging to that (bciet^ of which your profefs your- 
(elf to be a member ; and there is a general and commendable coolneis 
and indifference for fuch quarrels, tluit will not ealily take fire on your 
falfe and inflammatory fuggeftions ; (6 that whatever you have catched at 
to niCc you from the earth, has broke in your hands, and brought you 
Bgfiin to the grounds 

JOHN CADWALADER. 
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Extras from Life and Correfpondence of Jojepb Reed^ by 
bis Grandfon fFilliam B. Reed. Philadelphia^ 1847. 
Vol. II, p. 383. 



OCCASIONALLY, controverfies of a graver kind occurred at this 
feafon of difeafed excitement. Of this defcription was one of a 
ver^ painful nature, which in the fall of 1782, Mr. Reed was in- 
volved in, with his former companion in arms. General John Cadwalader. 
Pamphlets of great acrimony were publiflied on each fide. Thefe pam- 
phlets are now before me, but it is moft conliftent with my feelings to the 
living and the dead, that the controverfy fhould be difmifled with this in- 
cidental reference which its importance at the time feemed to require, and 
with the expreffion of the convidion that had the lives of the parties, and 
efpecially of him who made the aflault, been prolonged, and opportuni- 
ties fuch as we now have, been afforded, of collating teftimony, and 
allowing tranficnt refentments to fubfide, the fiercenefs of the controverfy 
would have been fucceeded by far more amiable feelings. But in lefs 
than three years from the date of the controverfy, both parties were in 
their graves. 
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Extras from the Journal of Margaret Morris, who re- 
ftded at the time on the " bank,' at the corner of Ellis 
ftreety in Burlington, N. J. 

JANUARY 4, 1777. We were told by a woman who lodged in the 
fame room where General Reed and Colonel Coxe* took (helter, 
when the battle of Trenton difperfed the Americans, that they (Reed and 
Coxe) had laid awake all night confuting together about the bed means 
of fecuring themfelves, and that they came to the determination of fetting 
off* next day as foon as it was light to the Britifh camp, and joining them 
with all the men under their command. But when the morning came an 
exprefs arrived with an account that the Americans had gained a great 
viftory. The Englifli made to flee before the ragged American regi- 
ments. This report put the rebel General and Colonel in high fpirits, 
and they concluded to remain firm to the caufe o^ America. They paid 
me a vifit, and though in my heart I defpifed them — treated them civilly, 
and was on the point of telling them their converfation the preceding night 
had been conveyed to me on the wings of the wind, but on fecond thought, 
gave it up — though perhaps the time may come when they may hear 
more about it. 

c 

ExtraSl from Letter written by CoL Jqfeph "Trumbull to 
Col. William Williams, dated Camp, near North Caftle, 
iSth November, 1776. 

T HEAR Jos. Reed has fent his rcfignation fometime ago ; in the name 
-'' of common fenic why is it not accepted ? That man's want of abilities 
inr his office has introduced the greateft diforders and want of difcipline 
into this Army; it ought to originate from that office. Then he has done 
more to raife and keep up a jealoufy between the New-England and other 
troops than all the men in the Army bcfide. Indeed, his ftinking pride, 
as General George Clinton expreflfes it, has gone fo far that I expert every 
day to hear he is called to accoum by fome officer or other ; indeed, he 
is univerfally hated and defpifed ; and it is high time he was difplaced. — 
Force's American Archives, V. 3. 1497-8. 

* Was this particept crimhis of Reed*s the Colonel John Cox, from whom Reed 
obtained a certificate of good character, which he printed in the Appendix to his 
pamphlet ? 
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From Force's American Archives^ Fifth Series, Vol 3, Column 793. 
Jqfeph Reed^ Adjutant^General^ to General Lee. 

Hackensack, November 2i»*, 1776. 
T^EAR General : The letter you will receive with this contains my 
fentiments with refped to your prefent ftation ; but befides this, I 
have fome reafons for moft earneftly wilhing to have you where the prin- 
cipal fcene of adlion is laid. I do not mean to flatter nor praife you at the 
ejcpenfe of any other, but I confefs, I do think that it is entirely owing to 
you that this Army and the liberties of America, fo far as they are dependent 
on it, are not totally cut off. You have decifion, a quality often wanting 
in minds otherwife valuable ; and I afcribe to this our efcape from York 
Ifland, from King's Bridge, and the Plains ; and I have no doubt, had 
you been here, the garrifon of Mount Wafhington would now have com- 
pofcd a part of this Army : and from all thefe circumftances, I confefs I 
ardently wi<h to fee you removed from a place where I think there will 
be little call for your judgment and experience, to the place where they 
are likely to be fo neceflary. Nor am I fingular in my opinion : every 
gentleman of the family, the officers and foldiers generally, have a confi- 
dence in you. The enemy conftantly inquire where you are, and fcem 
to be Icis confident when you are prefent. 

Colonel Cadwalader, through a fpecial indulgence on account of fome 
civilities (hown by his family to General Prefcott, has been liberated from 
New York without any parole. He informs that the enemy have a fouth- 
em expedition in view , that they hold us very cheap in confequence of 
the late afiair at Mount Wafhington, where both the plan of defence and 
execution were contemptible. \{ a real defence of the lines was intended, 
the number was too few ; if the fort only, the garrifon was too numerous 
by half. General Wafhington's own judgment, feconded by reprefenta- 
tions from us, would, I believe, have faved the men and their arms ; but 
unluckily. General Greene's judgment was contrary. This kept the 
GeneraFs mind in a flate of fufpenfe till the ftroke was ftruck. Oh, 
General ! an indccifive mind is one of the greatefl misfortunes that can 
befall an army : how often have I lamented it this campaign ! 

All circumilances confidered, we are in a very awful, alarming ftate, 
one that requires the utmofl wifdom and Hrmnefs of mind. As foon as 
the feafon will admit, I think yourfelf and fome others fhould go to Con- 
grefs, and form the plan of the new army, point out their defers to them, 
and if poffible prevail on them to bend their whole attention to this great 
obje6l, even to the exclufion of every other. If they will not, or cannot 
do this, r fear all our exertions will be vain in this part of the world. 
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Foreign aififtance is folicidng, but we cannot exped they will fight the 
whole battle. 

I intended to have faid more, but the exprefs is waiting, and I muft 
conclude with my clear and exphcit opinion that your prefence is of the 
laft importance. 

I am with very much affedtion and regard, your very affectionate, 
humble fervent 

JOSEPH REED, Adjnt. Gen. 
Major-General Lee, at the White-Plains. 



E. 

General Lee to CoL Reed. 

Camp, November 24^, 1776. 
Ti^Y Dear Reed : I received your moft obliging, flattering letter ; lament 
"*""*• with you that fatal indecifion of mind which in war is a much 
greater difqualification than flupidity, or even want of perfonal courage : 
accident may put a deciiive blunderer in the right, but eternal defeat and 
mifcarriage muft attend the man of the beft parts if curfed with indeciflon. 
The general recommends in fo prcfllng a manner as almoft to amount to 
an order, to bring over the Continental troops under my conmiand, which 
recommendation or order throws me into the greateft dilemma from feveral 
conliderations. Part of the troops are fo ill fumiihed with flioes and 
ftockings, blankets, &c., that they muft inevitably pcriih in this wretched 
weather. Part of them are to be difmifled on Saturday, and this part is 
the beft accoutred for fervice. What ihelter we are to find on the other 
fide of the river is a ferious confideration. But thefe confiderations ihould 
not (way me. My reafon for not having marched already is, that we 
have juft received intelligence that Rogers's corps, the Light Horfe, part of 
the Highlanders, and another brigade, lie in fo expofed a fituation as to 
give the faireft opportunity of being carried. I Ihould have attempted it 
lad night, but the rain was too violent, and when our pieces are wet you 
know our troops are bars du combat. This night I hope will be better. 
If we fucceed we ihall be well compenfated for the delay ; we ihall like- 
wife be able on our return to clear the country of all the articles wanted 
by the enemy. In every view, therefore, the expedition muft anfwer. 

I have juft received a moft flattering letter from Don Luis Venzaga, 
Governor of New-Orleans. He gives me the title of General de los Efla- 
dos Unidos Americanos, which is a tolerable ftep towards declaring himfelf 
our ally in pofitive terms. The fubftance is, that he is fenfible of the vaft 
advantages which muft refult from the feparation to his mafter and nation ; 
that he cannot pofitively enter into a regular fyftem without confulting his 
mafter, but in the mean time he will render us all the fervice in his power. 
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I only wait myfelf for this buiinefs of Rogers and company being over. 
I fhall then fly to you ; for to confefs a truth, I reaUy think our Chief 
will do better with me than without me. 

I am. Dear Reed, yours moft linccrely, 

CHARLES LEE. 
Force's American Archives^ F* 3, 831-33. 



Colonel Reed to General Wajhington. 

Philadelphia, 8 March, 1777. 
T^EAR Sir : The Congrefe having adjourned to this city, I fuppofe they 
'^^ will foon come to fome reiblution refpe6ling the command of the 
horfe. As ambition for military command is not my ruling paffion, I 
make no doubt any preference given to any other perfon will be founded 
on fuch merit, as will give fatisfaftion to every one. I am fure it will give 
it to me, as I love my country too well, and have too deep a flake in the 
game, not to wifh it well played. I am very fenfible that fome obftruc- 
tions have been thrown in the way by the gentlemen from New England ; 
but I do not much wonder it ihould be fo, and therefore do not blame 
. them. My anxiety to reform the terrible abufes which prevailed among 
us, often led me farther perhaps than was prudent, efpecially if I had 
fought popularity or promotion, which I did not. The good of the fcr- 
vice was my objeft. Of this I may have mifapprehended the means and 
mode. 

At all events, my dear Sir, I flatter mylelf nothing will arife from the 
determination of Congrefs, that will give you any diffatisfaftion. I am too 
inconfiderable to be the fubjedl of the flighteft difficulty between the firfl: 
civil and military powers. And my countrymen here are partial enough 
to think me deferving of offices of honor and profit, which I fliould not 
have prefumed to folicit ; fo that fliould things not go exa6Uy in the 
line you have pointed out, perhaps the refult may be better on the whole 
than you expert. 

I could have wiflied to have one hour of private converfation with you 
on the fubjedl of a letter written to me by General Lee before his captivity. 
I deferred it in hopes of obtaining from him the letter, to which his was an 
anfwer. I fear, from what we hear, that he will be fent to England, and 
of courfe there will be litde probability of my obtaining it. While he 
flays in America I cannot give up my hopes, and in the mean time I moft 
folemnly aflure you, that you would fee nothing in it inconfiftent with that 
refpeft and affeftion, which I have and ever fliall bear to your perfon and 
character. My prefling him moft eameftly to join you as foon as poflible, 
and mentioning that Mount Wafliington was taken before any deciflon 
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was had refpe6^ing it, led to expreffions and an anfwer, which muft have 
been difapproved by you» and which I was far from expelling. I had 
rather multiply inflances than repeat afluranccs of my refpcft and attach- 
ment. No man in America, my dear General, more truly and ardently 
wifhes your honor, happinefs and fuccefs, or would more exert himfelf to 
promote them. I fay more upon this occafion, from a probability that 
we fhall not renew our military connexion, and therefore can have no 
other intereft than that of fccuring your eftcem free from all fclfifli principle. 
At the fame time I make you a moft (incere tender of my fervices at 
any time of particular difficulty, if you think they will lighten any part of 
the heavy burthen, which you are called by Providence to fupport, and 
which I doubt not will eventually elevate you to a height of honor and 
glory, that a few happy men only in all ages are called to poiTefs. Genera] 
Cadwalader does not accept of his appointment, which I am forry for. 
It is a real lofs to the fervice. 

I am, with unfeigned refpe^l and regard, dear Sir, &c., 

JOSEPH REED. 
Sparb's Writings of Wajhingtofiy JFy 537-8. 



^he following extraSs from Irving s Life of WafhingtoUy 
relate to the foregoing correfpondence between Gen. Reed 
and Gen. Lee^ in November ^ 1776, 

A T this moment of care and perplexity, a letter, forwarded by exprcfs, 

•^^ arrived at head-quarters. It was from General Lee, dated from his 

Camp at Northcaftle, to Colonel Reed, and was in reply to the letter 

written by that officer from Hackenfack on the 2 ill, which we have 

already laid before the reader. Suppoiing that it related to official buii- 

nefs, Walhington opened it, and read as follows:* 

Hfi ifn ifn % 

A glance over this letter fufficed to (how Wafiiington, tjiat at this dark 
moment, when he moft needed fupport and fympathy, his chara^cr and 
military condud were the fubje6t of difparaging comments between the 
friend in whom he had fo implicitly confided, and a farcaflic and appa- 
rently felf-conftituted rival. Whatever may have been his feelings of 
wounded pride and outraged friendfhips, he retrained them, and enclofed 
the letter to Reed with the following chilling note : 

** Dear Sir : The enclofed was put into my hands by an exprefi from 
White Plains. Having no idea of its being a private letter, much left 
fufpedling the tendency of the correfpondence, I opened it ; as I have 

♦ For the whole of this letter fee ante p. 6, of Appendix. 
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done all other letteia to you from the fame pkce» and PeekHdUj^ upon the 
bulinefs of your office, as I conceived and found them to be. This, as it 
b the truth, muft be my excufe for feeing the contents of a letter, which 
neither inclination nor intention would have prompted me to,"&c., 

The very cahnnefi and coldnefs of this note muft have had a greater 
.cffeft upon Reed, than could have been produced by the moft vehement 
reproaches. In fubfequent communications, he endeavored to explain 
away the offenfive paragraphs in Lee's letter, declaring there was nothing 
in his own inconfiftent with the refpeft and affection he had ever borne 
for Wafbington's perfbn and charafter. 

Fortunately for Reed, Wafhington never faw that letter. There were 
paiTages in it beyond the reach of foftening explanation. As it was, the 
purport of it, as reflefted in Lee's reply, had given him a fufficient fhock. 
His magnanimous nature, however, was incapable of harboring long re- 
fentments ; efpecially in matters relating folely to himfelf. His perfonal 
refpeft for Colonel Reed continued ; he invariably manifefled a high 
fenfe c^ his merits, and confulted him, as before, on military afiairs ; but 
his hitherto afie£lionate confidence in him as a fympathizing friend, had 
received an incurable wound. His letters, before fo frequent, and fuch 
perfedl outpourings of heart and mind, became few and far between, and 
confined to matters of bufinefs. 
Life of Wajhington^ Vol. II, pp. 441-444. 

The following '* proipe6Uve note " appears at the foot of page 444* 

<< We cannot dUmifi this painfVil incident in Wafhington*8 life, without a profpe^ve 
note on the fubjed. Reed was really of too generous and intelligent a nature not to 
be aware of the immenfe value of the friendihip he had put at luzard. He grieved 
over his miftake,. efpecially as after events fhowed more and more the majeftic great- 
nefs of Wafhington *8 character. A letter in the following year, in which he fought 
to c(Mivince Wafhington of his fincere and devoted attachment, is really touching in its 
appeals. We are happy to add that it appears to have been fiiccefsful, and to have 
leftored, in a great meafure, their relations of friendly coofidence.*' 

H. 

The following is from the Firefide Ftfiter, of July z6, 1856: 

Irving s Wafhington and General Jofeph Reed. 

'T^HOUGH much has been recendy faid upon the fubjeft of Mr. 
^ Irving's Life ofWaJkington, and his efUmate of Gen. Jofeph Reed, 
ftill we do not think it neceflary to apologize for the infertion of fbme 
ad<titional remarks upon apparent contradictions and mifapprehenfions in 
that work — feeling aflured that the diftinguifhed author will look upon 
fuch corredlions as may ht fubftantiated, with that candor and hig^-toned 
impartiality for which he is fo juftly eminent ; and that he will ever rc- 
S 
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gard it as the duty of the hiftorian — however difagreeable it may fome- 
times be — to vindicate truth and expofe faliehood. 

In vol. 2, pages 443-4 — referring to Reed's letter to Lee, Mr. 
Irving» in the text, fays : " Fortunately for Reed, Wafliington never faw 
that letter. There were paflages in it beyond the reach of foftening ex- 
planation.'' That Waihington's " hitherto affedionate confidence in him, 
as a fympathizing friend, had received an incurable wound. His letters, 
before fo frequent, and fuch perfect outpourings of heart and mind, be- 
came few and far between, and confined to matters of bufmefs/' Yet, at 
the foot of the page, in a " profpcftive note" on the fubjeft — apparently 
a fubfequent addition — ^he feems to contradidl or modify what he had faid 
above, and fUtes, in exceedingly mild terms, that ** Reed was really of 
too generous and intelligent a nature not to be aware of the immenfe value 
of the friendfhip he had put at hazard. He grieved over his miftake, 
efpecially as after events fhowed more and more the majeftic greatnefs of 
Wafhington's charafter." 

The " after event," that was produdlive of fo much enlightenment to 
Gen. Reed, and which doubdefs caufed him to '* grieve " over his " mif^ 
take," was Wafhington's /^rr^ at the batde of Trenton. Had the rcfult 
of that batde been otherwife, it is well afcertained that Reed's " generous 
and intelligent nature " would not have prevented his going over to the 
* enemy. The " profpe6tive note " concludes with the fbtement that *' a 
letter in the following year, in which Reed fought to convince Wafhing- 
ton;of his fincere and devoted attachment," we are happy to add, appears 
to have been fuccefsful, " and to have reftored, in a great meafure, their 
relations of friendly confidence." Does not this fecm as though Mr. 
Irving was endeavoring to take the " back track," or to ** carry water on. 
both fhoulders ?" If Wafhington's " affeftionate confidence in Reed, as a 
fympathizing friend, had received an incurable wound," how could their 
** relations of friendly confidence " have been fb foon reflored ? And if 
it was " fortunate " for Reed that Wafhington never faw the letter to Lee ; 
that there were pafTages in it beyond the reach of foftening explanation 
(though the author of the Life of Reed calls it a " natural and very mo- 
derate complaint"), how can Mr. Irving be *' happy to add " that Reed's 
fubfequent attempts to throw duft in the eyes of Gen. Wafhington ** ap- 
pear to have been fuccefsful." Should it not rather have awakened his 
honeft indignation at fuch duplicity ? 

Mr.' Indng again, on page 468, fays that "Wafhington, who held 
Cadwalader in high efleem, afllgned to him an important fladon atfiriflol, 
with Colonel Reed, who was his intimate friend, as an afibciate. Mr. 
Irving labors under a confiderable mifapprehenfion on this point, as 
Gen. Cadwalader in his " Reply to Gen. Jofeph Reed's remarks," 
exprefily difclaims any " friendfhip," and flates that difgufl on account 
of certain pecuniary tranfadUons of Reed, before the war, was the *' true 
motive of the difFoludon of an intimacy " which he acknowledged ** had 
fubfifled in early life ;" that *' from that dme and owing folely to that 
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caafc he took the refoludon to avoid bis company as a private gentleman," 
and which he "conftantly adhered to;" but that in 1776, meeting offi- 
cially in the army, he " did not fuffer perfonal dijlike to interfere with 
public duty." 

In 1777 Cadwalader had ** confidentially '* mentioned to CoL Hamil- 
ton, and fome other gentlemen of Gen. Wafhington's family. Reed's 
treacherous expreflions and fentiments in 1776, but it was not till 1778, 
when Gen. Reed, at the trial of Mr. William Hamilton (who was acquit- 
' ted), on a charge of treaibn, took an active and violent part in the profe- 
cution, as a volunteer^ that " his indignation broke forth," and he declared 
publicly, that ** // argued the extremity of effrontery and bafenefs, in one 
man to purfue another to death for taking a ftep which his own foot had 
once been raifed to take J* 

Althoi^h fuch expreffions were made openly at this trial, and at the 
coffee houfe, and other public places, in the prefence of Gen. Reed's 
friends, and communicated by them to him, ftill it did not fuit that gea- 
tleman to reply in any way ; and it was not till 1782, when the publica- 
tion figned Brutus appeared, that his friends, feeling the weight of the 
charge, fucceeded in inducing him to attempt to anfwer it, by the publica* 
tion of his Remarks, 

In thefe Remarks Reed denied having heard of the ** flander ** before, 
though it had been circulating publicly for fully four years, and exhaufted 
the vocabulary in denunciations of General Cadwalader. Knowing the 
value of any thing from Walhington's hand, he wrote him an urgent letter, 
foliciting his evidence in his favor, to which letter Wafhington returned a 
very non-committal fort of an anfwer, dated Sept. 15, 1782, which is 
printed in his appendix to the Remarks — ^in default, no doubt, of fome- 
thing more explicit. 

Then it was that the Cadwalader pamphlet appeared, in which, in ad- 
dition to the very drong teftimony of the author as to Reed's intended 
defedlion, it appears among other things that in December, 1776, incon- 
vcrfation with Dr. Rufh (fpeaking of a friend who had iubmitted to the 
enemy). Reed faid " that he had a6led properly, and that a man who had a 
family, did right to take that care of them :" that Mr. Charles Petiit, Reed's 
own brother-in-law, faid that Gen. Reed had ** given up the conteft :" that 
Col. John Bayard, his moft intimate friend, mentioned to Major Bradford,, 
that " he knew his fentiments," and was " fully perfuaded that Gen. Reed 
had gone to join the enemy, and make his peace ; and that Reed had 
actually applied to Count Donop for a prote6tion for ** himfelf and a 
friend." The Reply was very complete and conclulive, and need only 
be read to carry convidlion to the mind of the unprejudiced reader. 

This publication was never replied to by General Reed, nor does his 
intelligent biographer, in the Life and Correfpondence, in two large odlavos, 
compriling everything favorable to Reed that can be (aid, attempt to an- 
fwer it; the charges therein made and proved are not even aUuded to. 
The author merely fays in a Ihort paragraph, noticing the controverfy. 
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that ** pamphlets of great acrimony were publiihed oo each fide/' and 
that it is '' moft coniiftent with his feehngs/' that the ccmtroveHy '' ihould 
be diimifled with this incidental reference, which its importance at the 
time (eemed to require/' and with the ''expreffion of the convidUon" 
that had ** opportunities fuch as we now have, been afforded, of collating 
teftimony, and allowing tranfient rtfentments to fubiide, the fiercenefs of 
the controveriy would have been fucceeded by far more amiable feelings."* 
He does not attempt to diicredit Gen. Cadwalader's reputation. That 
were a vain taflt. The troth is» that the Reply was unanfwerable. The 
deliberate teftimony of fuch men as Dr. Benjamin Ruih» George Clymer^ 
Alexander Hamilton, Major Lennox and others, was not fo eaiily over- 
thrown. It was no '' traniient refentmcnt " that elucidated the difagree- 
able fafls therein contained, as the^ came from half-a-dozen iburces, and, 
as far as Gen. Cadwalader was concerned, had been more or )&ii publicly 
mentioned by him during a period of nearly feven years. And upon 
what authority the learned author exprefles the ** conviction " diat this 
'' traniient refentment" would have fubfided, we are at a lois to imagine. 
Certainly if the '' opportunities, fuch as we now have, of collating teflt- 
mony," afforded him any peculiar advantages, he would fcarcely allow 
fuch charges as falfebood, dilkonefty^ and intended trea/on, to pafs unno> 
ticed — ^if he codd difprove them. If he could not, of courfe it would be 
*' more confiftent with his feelmgs " to difmiis the fubjed with a very 
** incidental reference." 

It has been aflerted that, after the peace, and after the difbanding of 
the army, Waihington received information, the truth of which he had 
fadsfied himfelf of, of the treafonable defigns of Reed. Did Wafhington 
ever fee the Cadwalader pamphlet ? Is it not very probable that he did, 
and that the plain, flraight-forward, corroborative teflimony of his friends 
and former companions-in-arms ihould have had due weight with him ? 

At all events, if Gen. Waihington had been on the terms of " friendly con- 
fidence" with Reed, that the author of the Life of Reed {^y% he "continued 
to be," is it not very ilrange that not a ibJitary letter or note of his, after 
1780, appears in thoie volumes, which contain no lefs than lift)' of his 
letters between 1775-^ printed at large? The only letter of his after 
that date, that we have ieen, was that of September 1782, before referred 
to, and which it was not coniidered worth while to print in the Life. 
Were there any others ? Does any one fuppofe that the ingenious author 
would forego the opportunity of prefenting to the public any favorable 
teiUmony from that higheH of fources ? One of two things feems very 
certain. That Waihington either did not correfpond with Reed after that 
time, or if he did, that his letters were not fufficiendy complimentary for 
the public eye. TRENTON. 

NoTS. — ^The italics in the quoCatioiis from Mr. Inring's Lift of Wajbingtont and 
from the Life of Reed, are ours. 

* W. B. Rccd*» Life ofReed^ ii, 383. 
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